Interview
Wiliiom lLa Favebbe Johnson
Horn: Fort Belnap Indion Resecvation

Year: PReconber 3, 1828




A,

What year wore you born, and where. How was vour
vpbringing vour ohildhood.

How old were you when your family came Lo Bubtlbe, wero
vou able o adjust to city lite.

You Joined the seprvices alt an early age and how long did
vou shay enlistoed.

At ter your disoharsge Crom the novy wero vou able to
find work on the roeservabion or did vou rebturn to Butte
For emplovient .

What were the nanes ol Lhe dilferent wmines Lhait you
worked and did members of vour famlly worl at them
alwo, were there accidents, and did vou worlk mootly
with indian mon from the sane reservatlon.

How many vears did yvou work in the mines, and when did
vou retire. Also will you vame some of the mines that

emnployved you.




HOTES
Puring World War 11 Indiang were requlred bo work in tho

mines al bhat Gime they were bhe Gros Venbre and Uhe Assiniboline.

I was one of seven ohildren borsn and railsed on bhe Hoprt
Helnap Indian Reservation. My family moved Lo Butte durling World
War L1, Lobried Lo live in Butie, bub I could not adjust to Lhe
white mans way of life, so b omoved back to the reosersvabion and
Lived with my aunl Emily and my unele £8il)l Derry { he was o chiet
ol the Assiniboine tribe).

Podained the navy at the age of 1Y, and staved there Do
vears., ATter 4 years of my enlistment the servioce froge
dimnharpes because of bhe HKorvean War and [ staved for one nore
vear in Lhe South Pacific., After my dischavge o Novembor 29, 1851
[ went back Lo Fori Delnap to find work and only stayed for a
short period of time. T cane to Bubte in L1962 and started working

! 3

at bhe o6, Lawrence Mine [ was 23 vears old, My father Dan and
hrother Martin (UBweds) aloo worked Ghe mines. 1o wasn 6 Loo -long
after I bhad atarted working that wy father was injured
vnderground he stepped on a large nall that went throush his bootb
and later he developed sangoereen in his foolb and evenbtually died
from 16, My brothesr Martin there aloo was a teagedy he lait Ghe
raservabion bo Tight in World War 11 against the Japanose,
survived the war, came back Lo Hobte worked Ln Lhe Toxingston
Mine and Fallen ground foll on him and killed him, hoe was working

viibh Mavhue Coxes, and T owas working ab bhe Eolly, my father was




at another mine at the time this happoned. The various mines that
I worked al, was the Kelly, Mt. Con, Sbaart, Badger Mine, Bast
Kalusa, St, Lawrence, Never Sweal, Ancelmo, and the Belmont which
wan bhe hotbteat in Buatbe.,

A lot of indians came to Butte to work the mines, bub when

incmant, &o

they went under ground they couwld not stand the conl
many want back to the rescervation, bul a Lot stayed too, they

e

raiaed families and Gthe mines provided a good living for all of

Some: indian men that T can remembor wera:

Berrery s, Bucknan s all were cousins of mine

Perry s Aaron, Bdwin, William

Charles Longlfox

Gin Stifiarm

Beleourts, Clavkas, Campbell g Snell s, Moore(Hddy ), Hell

Bob Awsure, He bocame superintendent of the Kelly mine.

A oumber of indian mwen LGhat were such good miners thoy
Decane saporvisors. Thers were a Lot mere indians working in the
mines, bult L ocannot remember all there names. Sorey

ALl of the people that left the rescrvabtion did not forget
theiv heribage, we never lost conbact and we alwayes Lived the
indian way. We came bacok Lo the reseprvabion for Pow Wow oo and
obther asctivities, When one ol our people died they arve aluways
broughi back honme Lo be buried. 1 have practlced my oulbure all
my Life and have paassed 6 on to my ohiltdeon and srandehil ldroen.
My daushber 1a a braditional dancer and oo ioomy grandson

Mitohell., We atboin Pow Wow' s all over the stats of Monbana o




La part of our culture that will neover be baken away. I oam now
85 vears old and have cxperience 1ifTe, T worked in tho minos ag
contract miner For 23 vears, and in 1872 [ fell 25 feat down &
man way fracture my arm and leg Chappie Longfox (whom T was
ralsed with from bthe mame reservation) helped me o the suriace
and gol me to bhe hospital. When Arco starting buying Ghe
Anasconda Co. many miners were heing laid off, aifter ny accoidont
the compoany retained me at bthe Vo - Tach as a mainance Englineoyr.
My life as a contract miner was over and so was the underground

mining.

Thank Yeouus

William T, Johnoon

Story done by his daughtor:

Georgla Lo Jobnson Ganningham

Gros Ventre Tribe Forl Belnap Indian Reservation
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ORAL, HISTORY ASSIGNMENT

An oral history is an attempt to document primary experiences in
history. It is to examine an individual's personal involvement in
past events, e.g. working in the Butte mines, life as a housewife
on a farm in the Great Plainsg during the depression, restoration of
cultural values on the Fort Belknap Reserve and its impact on daily
life in the area, etc. It is an attempt to capture the stories,
attitudes, lifestyles, and values of people that would otherwise be
lost.

PROCEDURE

1 Select an individual and make contact geveral days before the
proposed interview. Request permission and select some
topic in which the individual would feel comfortable.

2 Carefully prepare an outline of areas to be examined or questions
that might be asked. Questions should be placed on a personal,
perhaps emotional, basis, e.g. rather than asking a question such
as, "Tell me about the strike in the Butte mines in 1959," it
would get better results if vou asked, "How did you feel about
the strike in the Butte mines in 1959?7"

3 Use a standard tape recorder, and if it operates on batteries,
make sure that they are fully charged.

4 The interview should be conducted on a one to one basis in the
person's home preferably with the tape recorder placed between
the person being interviewed and the interviewer. Any background
noise that might interfere with the quality of the tape should
be eliminated.

5 Before the interview beging, the attached release form should be
signed by both parties as the Oral History will be placed either
in the Butte archives or with the state historical society's
collection. The information may be used sometime in the future
by individualg researching the topic of the interview. Some, of
questionable value, may be returned to the interviewers.

6 Introduce the tape prior to yvour arrival at the interview site.
"This is an interview of #*** conducted by ***% at (location), on
{date and time)."

7 Begin in a conversational pattern, putting the person being
interviewed at ease, e.g. "When did you arrive at ***?" "What did
your parents do for a living?"

8 IF THE PERSON BEING INTERVIEWED BEGINS TO DIGRESS, BE PATIENT AND
ALLOW IT. The information generally is of equal or greater value
even though it does not necessarily deal with your topic. Come
back to the topic gradually.

9 Label the Tape and Box: John Joneg interviewed by #%%, 6/06/94

Hand in: (Please type)

1 Preparation outline or gquestions for the interview.

2 The tape (Standard size) - at least a twenty minute interview.
3 The outline

4 Transcript.
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