Jim and Detores Sutlivan

Jim and Delores Sullivan. interviewed in their home in Wright. Wvoming, bv Teresa
Jordan, June 9, 1986,

Notes taken from tape. Not a transcript except where noted,

fwas born and raised in Butte. His grandfather was a miner, contract. He came
from [reland. ['s father worked in the mine at one time, but later, he worked in
the payroll department for the Anaconda Company. | has one sister, stifl in Butte.
Feeling when he grew up -- if vou had a job with the Anaconda Company, you had
a job for life and then vou can retire. His whole familv worked for the Anaconda
Companv, including two aunts,

went (o scheol in Butte for a few vears, but was dorn in South Dakota. Came to
uue in 1946 or 47, Dwas born 1933: | fwas born 1952, D went Jr High and High
chool in Butte, Her father was not w/ the Anaconda Company. D lived with her
aster and bro in law in Butte, and he wnrked for the Milwaukee Railroad. She was
awed at the size of Butte, the activitv, because she came rom a small town. She
made new Iriends at school -- ‘But [ 2njoved it | enjoved my life there.’

UJJ

s

cand Bometin 1358, married in 1960, | went 10 work for the Coin 1951, Laid off
@ 19R0, i julv. e was an inventory anaivst at that lime he was working at the
wvarehouse at the concentrator and o included all the Juties that went with
working m the warehouse -- ordering iten. checking them i, etc. He had worked
as a foreman s clerX at the Mountain Con Mine for R vears; worked m the main
“warehouse in the office for |3 vears: then weni Lo the Berkelev Garage as a clerk
and then became the warehouse foreman down there: when thev had the start of
the snakeups in the Company he got moved o the Concentrator warehouse --
lanuary of 1982, Didnt belong 10 a union: was salaried right from the beginning.
fim nad 32 vears at the time he was laid off. He iried (0 take retirement. but he is
Aot oid enough. if ¥ou are on salary. the o requires vou to be at least 55 vears
sid. 31 atthe ume. Astermination benefit -- had a formula, but it couldnt be
mors than a vear 3 salary: fim 2 figured out to significantly more than that, but he
couldn i gel more than a vedr s salary: thev paid it out in month!v checks.

HM dhin UMk o Would come (0 a compiete snutdown. When thev {irst
anpounced that thev were gomny 10 shut down, Jim Jdoesn 1 think anvone helieved it.
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Thev thought it was mavbe a scare tactic to get the unions (o sign the contract to
give the Co more flexibility on what thev could have the union men do. Jim
thought that. at teast.

D savs she was like Jim. she thought thev would postpone the shutdown. that it was
just one of these things that thev had said before. But when it did close. she didn't
think it would ever open again: Jim thought it would. 'He couldnt get it through
his head. [He kept saving,| "Well, another month or two,” and [ kept saying, "It's
never going to open.” Hopefully, it will. But it isn't under ARCO, that's for certain.”

: What did the Company lead vou to believe along that iine -- of course. they are
stifl calling it a suspension rather than a shutdown.

J savs that some Companv officials said that they might reopen around Christmas of
1983 if the price of Copper improved. if they could get these concessions from the
unions as far as productivity and flexibility. “They hinted, or even said, that they
would reopen. And [ don't think that anvbody else that really worked for the
Company aver thought that it would shut down completelv, Then the rumours
started that they were goeing 1o oven in January of 1984, and so on and so forth. A
ot of rumours going on.

W what was vour {irst response when theyv iold vou thev were going to shut down
and vou with 32 vears were soon 10 be {aid oif?

2 Fave Utter shock. [ figured that since [ had worked for them that long, thev
mwved me more than that. And ['m not aiene. There are a lot of other people that
wvorked that tong that felt the same wav. And vou were hurt, and vou were mad at
the Comeany and so on and so forth.

Thev announced in December of 1982 that thev were gong o shut down in June of
1985, and that the people who vere still zoing 10 be working for them would be
notified by March of 1983, which thev did. That day. they came down o where
Jim worked and told him e would be terminated at ihe end of Julv. He would get
ane more month past fune o clean up whatever had 1o be done 1n the office. When
he came home. [ guess [ was in shock, You know, vou really can t believe it when
tt happens o vou. And [ dont know what [ said. Well, [ called her as soon as [
found out. when thev had grven me ihe date.

0 savs that thev were probablv in shock. but vou think vou have a vear 10 go. with
unemplovment vou can ook for something. something will pop up. | savs. vou also
think that mavbe thev will open it up m three months or #iX months -- vou always
had 1 in the back of vour mnd that thev would reopen it. D save that the one
-hing in thewr favor was that they had g home that was paid for. And vour
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expenses aren t that much, really, i yvour home is paid for. and we didn't have any
bills {except a new truck which thev had bought in September].

Thev had no kKids at home: thev were all married and didn t live at home. Kids:
Thomas Hardesty

John Hardesty

Sally Willoughbyv-

All in Butte, They are D's children from a previous marriage.

After the tavoll. ] kind of laid around until October. then he started looking for
work. He went to the Golden Sunlight outside of Whitehall. applied for every job
he could get a line on, sent resumes (o every job he could get a line on. Most of the
resumes were sent through the Emplovment Office -- thev would call him up and
tell him there was a job somewhere. He was getling unemployment at that time.

(J: what were your thoughts about relocating at that point?

Thev didn ¢ want w leave Butte. so he looked for jobs in and around Butte, Then
there was a job in Polsen, which wasn t oo far from Butte, so he applied for it. In
all the jobs he appiied for. none of the applications asked aim for a bicth date. But
ne feels he wasn t given a job because of his age. He put down how iong he worked
{for the Company: ail thev had w do was do simpie math and thev knew how old he
was. That's ms opinion. He had a line on a couple of jobs where he s sure they
aired vounsg girls, because the jobs were secretarial jobs -- Because | was getting
desperale then, for anvthing.

D was not working outside the home at that time. She had worked for 17 vears
vefore that, She had an opportunity to go back o work. but she decided not to.

Q: What was it like to have Jim home?

D ilaughst [t drove me bananas! [ think there was a little 100 much
togetherness, [t wasnt gradual -- probablv ke a retiree -- it wasn t gradual, it
was hang. And he d av. what can [ do now?

i Because vou can onlv do so much around ihe house and then preitv soon vou
have 1t ail done. Then mv son offered me a job. he owns a taxidermy shop. and he
sfferered me aiob in the taxidermy shop. 30 | ok it -- shaving pides tlaughs)....
su Dworked there from Cecember of 83 might up until August of 84 when [ got a
cail for an interview down hera
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: When vou ve worked 52 vears at one job, and vou've been a steadv worker and
a good income source, it must be almost inconveivahle to be unemploved and
dangling .

Ji Exactlv. exactly.”

D: "And vou know, this part about coming down here was really. really hard. We'd
never been away [rom the Kids, they'd never been away from us. Close family.

We did so much together. And the grand kids -~ we have eight grandchildren.

And there wasn t a day that thev weren t over to the house. Jim's mother, his aunt,
vou Xnow, he d stop there everv night 1o do things. o empty her garbage or
whatever, vou know, errands, And to leave them -- [ think we had to cut the
apron strings as well as they. That was the hardest part, wasn t it? [Jim agreesj
And now it isn't too bad. although we made quite a few trips back to Butte
{laughs].”

Q: Did vou consider not taking this job, not refocating?

No. L From the time thev called me for the interview. even though we didnt
want o move, [ alwavs Knew we were going to have 1o take the job. because it s
with the same companv. [ m building up mv reurement benefits, and | had to go
with them,

D It would be pretiv tough w live four or five vears. and vour pension is so
reduced, Even at 33 -- unless thev retire vou. But {or vou to get it. vou see what |
mean, what 1s it7 It s afmost 30%.

I And see. [ wasn ( having anv luck in Butte getling a job. Like [ sav, [ applied
for everv job that [ could get a line on. and [ wasn t having anv replies. And the
unemplovment ran oul, and the job { was working at the taxidermv shop, it wasnt
reaily paving that much monev. [1 was something for me 10 Jdo. more or [ess, So
eventually, we were going (0 have 10 start going into our savings. We weren't
covered by any hospital plan -- well. [ g0t one through the shop, but it was nothing
like the hospital plan thev have down here. But evervthing !ed 10 us moving down
herz once ! got the iob,

[ Buteven when he got the interview we were hoping -- even though we knew
we nad to leave -- that it would be a job.

2. Did vou have (o g0 Into vour savings Jduring tahit time’

Noo We were one of the fortunate ones. The severance pav was paid on a
monthlv basis so i1 was 'ust ke having 1 job. Thev didn t have the house to pay
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for or any other big bills like medical bills. The insurance also continued for a year
-- both hospital and life.

(: Did vou think that the treatment and severance vou got from ARCO was lair?

Ves. Thev didn t have to give any severance pav -- | didn't belong to a union, but it
was their policy io give it. One of the things that he didnt like was that his
severance pay figured out, in the formula thev had, to $45.000 and he didn't get
that. He got $13.000 less because vou couldn t get more than vour vearly salary.
He feels that they should have given vou the full amount if that's what their policy
for the formula was, But other than that. he was satisfied with the severance
benefits. One thing [ m going to sav is that [ dont think that ARCO and Anaconda
Minerals helped the people they laid off get a job, There were jobs down here that
nobody knew about until January or February of 1984, And I mean, whoever
hears this. [ tell this to the ARCO, I've told them out here. too, ['ve told it to
everybody. [ think when a Company lavs people off, they should make every
effort to employ those people first if there are jobs around -- if vou are qualified
for the job. Which, there were jobs down here that [ was qualified for before [ got
the interview in August. But that is probablv communications between the
emplovee relations departments. But that s one gripe § do have against ARCO.”

Qr That s one question [ wanted 10 ask. because ARCO emplovees people all over
the couniry and even in foreign countries and vou would think that there could
fave been mor in-house shoffling to zet pecple jobs,

4 save that when they were laid off, thev were told that thev wauld be made aware
of jobs in other places for ARCO. Thev had a couple of seminars on emplovment,
but he feels that thev reallv didn t do all that thev could have done.

Fworks in the warehouse here. He is no longer on salarv: he s on dav s pav, or
nourly like thev say here. in Butte he was a supervisor. Here. he s just one of the
workers,

[t seems like. since vou had ro much time with the Company and hopefully will
20 through to full retirement 1t would have been cheaper for them o hire
somebody 2lse who hadn t worked for ARCO before: it probabiv wauld be cheaper
for them not 10 ire peopie who had vested vears 1 ARCO from other places. First.
am [ correct in that, and secondlv. do vou think that was one reason thev didnt
comimunicate beter?

. fave he really doesnt xnow what the problem was. This mine has only been
going Jor seven vears and most of the people have been hers for four or five. So
mavbe it would be cheaper: 1 lot of the people here aren t going 1o get too good a
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pension. I thev vest their time at 10 vears, a pension based on 18 vears is really
nothing. A lot of them think theyv are going (0 be set for life if thev can get ten
vears, but thev won t get much, But ] savs he is not alone in thinking that ARCO
didn t reallv do therr faie share 1 trving (o get them jobs. [ Evenutallv, when
people got wind of this place down here, a 1ot of people from Butte did come down
here. And thev were given jobs. A lot of peple from Butte came down and were
given interviews and they wouldn t move down here, thev wouldn't make the
move,”

(: How does vour mcome compare down here with what vou were making in
Butter

[t's probably about 50% more than what J was making in Butte.

Q: And how about the lifestyle that that can afford vou here? How does that
compare?

They bought another house down here. The Company gave them 0% of the price
of house L0 buv i because thev owned it: The companv was (n the housing business
at the ume ] and D moved down, Asfar as lifestvie. thev dont do much differently
now than thev did in Butte. Thev were afways go-ers, and they suil are. On days
off. thev go places. Thev have a decent iife sivle, but thev did the same Butte.
Living is a little cheaper in Butte,

x Wiy do vou think so manv people had so much reluctance to move -- especially
in placss where thev just needed a few more vears? Why are the ties to Butte so
sirong’

Provablvy Yamily  in jand Ds case. 1t was famiiv and riends. The recreational
faciitties around Butie -- snowmobiling, camping, rishing. Down here. the
opporiunities are there. but vou have to drive so far o do something. The Big Hole
for fishing is 43 minutes awav,; vou can go after vork, dere. vou have to drive 100
miles to a river. D savs that she thinks it was the change -- with Jim and [ --

we ve discussed this since we ve heen down here -- [ think that if we had moved
once or twice n our married lle, it would have been different, Bul when vou get
this age. vou thmk, this 1s home, this s iife right here, it will never change. Aad
tiien it does But now. after this, we conid move tomorrow [t s oy 1, that's all
1t 18, 18 just downg it And it was hard, ¢ think it was harder for me than for Jim.
because de ad more people contact (with iis work; Here. I didnt.so [ did a lot of
walking and .. The people that are Jown here [rom 3utte, it seems like vou'd ..

Tape | Side B
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Dr labout people from Buttel Well. vou have something in common (o talk about, $o
[ think vou see one another out. What's g0 tronic about it is that we really didn't
know anvone [rom Butte that ¢came down here -- we hadn ¢t known them in Butte.
tts strange. isnt it fim Knew 4 couple fellows, but not very well,

J's boss at the warehouse was from Butie: he came down in October of 83. Also,
the uncertainty of 4 new job is a stress. You dont know what 1o expect.

1 And again it must have been exacerbated bv the fact that vou had been in one
job for 32 vears.

Yes. It was tough. Another thing that made it tougher for Jim is that the average
age of the people who waorked in the warehouse was 24 vears old, He was 52 and
thev stuck him in there. One thing thev asked him was if he thought he could work
alongside a vounger person and he said ves. D points out that another thing for Jim
was working with females. ] agrees. Down here, women work in the warehouse,
and that s different for him. He was used to an all-male workforce, which is what
Butte had. Verv few women worked in the pit. Jim warried about the physical end
of working with vounger people, worried whether or not he could do his share, but
so ar he hasnt had anv problems. He gets along with evervbodv who works out
there, s0 he hasnt had anv personality problems or phvsical problems. He guesses
e is Kind of luckv,

0 How do vou find the workplace here in terms of the comaraderie? When you
wake up in the morning, do vou feel as much that vou want 1o get to work as you
did in Butie, or

{savs that {or one thing, they are working 12 hour shifts. and that isn 1 the tvpe of
work he d itke to make a j0-vear career out of. But as far as the work. 11's about
the same as in Butte -- the same vpe of warehousing, so he doesn t mind it. The
cumaraderie -- vou nave fess in common with the vounger people. soits a
different tvpe, even when vou are 1alking about things. Most of the women have
small children and are tatking about babv sitting 4nd so on. Jim is like the grandpa
-- there are 2 few other guve in their late 302 but this is a voung workforce
because 1 s a relativelv new mine. The average age in the town is 27. Yet thev are
all nice. thev talk to vou. thev make vou leel at home. D adds that. for voung
neople sie thinks thev have accepted them. She feels accepted.

-~

W dow jong did it take vou, D, 1o feel 4t home here and get over that initial

wnliness’

she savs she thinks that :t was about {4 monthe, This fast 'anuary when Jim had
his vacation and thev went buck to Butte. she staved for two weeks unti] he got his
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davs off to come after her. "And ! missed Jim. | missed the house, | just missed
being tn mv own home. So I think that was kind of it for me. It took about 14
months. Jim was sooner. He can settle in easier.” He agrees. Of course. he goes to
work everv dav and he alks to people evervdav: he savs it was easier for him.

Q: In Butte. if something happened, vou could call on a retative for hetp. Do vou
have a sense of support here?

D says not quite that deep vet, but she thinks in time thev will. ] savs thev have
friends, but the {riends thev have are mostlv from Butte. That's the funnv thing
about it. Evervbody from Butle seems to kind of stick together down here as [ar as
friends are concerned. You do something with vour riends and they are from
Butte, Even though the people that live on this block are nice enough, weve never
gone with them anvplace. Another thing is. unless vou are on the same shift with a
person, Vou are never going to be able to do anything with them. If vou don't have
the same days off as vour neighbor, you can't do anything with them. And it just
so happens that the people that we do stuff with, go camping with or whatever,
thev are on the same shift [ am and they have the same davs off and we get to go
places with them... But that's the big thing. If vou dont have the same davs off,
vou might see the same person evervdav but vou d never be able to do anvthing
with them sociallv.

D savs vou also meet people at church -- thev go 1o Blessed Sacrament in Wright.
Talk about Butte picnics in Seattle and San Francisco.

(7 A lot of people in Butte still dont have a full-time iob. vet for some people. it's
sull inconceivable to move awayv. [t s been interesting on this trip 10 meet people
in Colstrip and here who like the towns and {ind the working conditions good.

Alter walking with peopie m Butie about these places. it came as a surprise (o me 10
see how nice these places are. because there 15 a [eeling among a lot of people in
gutte. [ think, that fif'e is much more precarious and the living conditions are much
worse glsewhere. Where do vou ihink that comes from? A fear of the unknown or
a reluctance 1o nove’?

I It mught be. and there mignt be pecple who have come down here and didn t
fike 1t g0 they are gomg back to Butie and sav_ dont 2o down o Wvoming, it's a bad
place. [0 fact, one rumour gomng around Buite was that beer was 33 a can down
here. [D: That would keep ceopie awav! ilaughsi} Because vou had o bring it in
from wherever. And © mean. its just . The onlv thing i vou have o travel
farther, but ver i vou really stop and thunk about it we didn ¢ irave! anv further
on the weekends We d go o the Rubyv. that was 90 miles. and Casper s 90 miles.
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5: "l think it's the fear of the unknown, like us. 1 think just leaving vour home,
moving awav, we ve heen all aver -- not all over, but we travel a 1ot -- and we
Knew what it was like on the other side, but { guess we didn t want it. 1t's quite an
experience. though. [ m reallv not sorrv we came down., Are vou?”

Ji No.

Thev kept their house in Butte,

J: Do vou plan to go back there?

D: "We think so, but we really don't know. Were thinking of going to Arizona.

J. "We didn't want to sell the house, but vet we don't know if’ we are going to go
back to Butte.”

They have a good tenant. They might retire in Arizona, "much to the dismay of our
Kids.’

0 Would that have been a possibility betore vou had moved here? If evervthing
had continued in Butte, do vou think vou would be thinking of moving for
retirement?

No. Thev would have stayed. Thev still mav go back to Butte. Thev don't know.,
Jm wants o wait until he's 5% and then thev |l coast from there.

r How about the package that was given to the 150 who were just laid off. Did
vou consider taking the package at that point?

Yes. Jim was laid off. The package was severance pav and ARCO would have
dougnt the nouse back. Thev were readv 10 move back to Butte. That was on a
Fridav. Then. because one feliow in the warehouse retired and another gir!
voluntegred for the package, he was rehired on Tuesdav. So aaturally he went
ack o wark,

Q: II'vou had taken that. vou still would not have gotlen vour [ull retirement?
0. Because he is not old enough. He would have 10 be 35 before thev will do
anvihiung about pension. ror some people thev bridged the time. but he had too

much time 1o dridge.

(O How does it work if vou take ear!v returement? You said i vou had retired in
Butte it would have been about S0 of the Yull retirement...
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You take a reduction in the amount, a certain percentage for cach vear you retire
earfv. }thinks that in Butte. under their plan. it was 62 down 10 55. So if he
retired when he was 39, he would have to take 7 vears time, whatever percentage
thev knocked off -- it was 28% less. He thinks vou lose less down here. But you
still have to take a reduced pension. Unless the Company -- sav thev closed Black
Thunder, he might be able to get a [ull retirement out of them, Also, they make up
Social Security -- although they aren't sure about that. If the pension is there and
thev can get enough monev from it when | turns 53, he will take it. At least they
witll look at (L.

Q: You said earlier that vou werent sorrv vou had moved down here. If you look
back at it now, what are some of the benefits that came from that huge shakeup in
vour life? Were there anyv benefits?

From moving down here, the money is better. In '$4, he made more money than
he had ever made in his working history. And the benefits are fantastic. 100%
medical, which is almost unheard of. Dental. But | now thinks that a person should
possibly change jobs everv ten vears. [ vou are stuck in one job and vou have to
move. it s really hard. [t s something vou almost can i cope with -- that's what
happened to me. [ we had changed jobs, or even warked for the same company
and went to different piaces. which [ had a chance 10 do. and mavbe we should
have done that. Then the move wouldn t iave been so hard, D savs that she
didn t want io go to Iran. which is where thev wanted to send them. But Jwas
talking about the time when the Company was gomg good and there were a lot of
jobe adverused in Alaska and Californta and all over -- mavhe they should have
applied for them. | But it gets back to not wanting 1o change and not wanting {o
teave Butte.

D 1 hink vou are too content,”

4 Or mavbe vou could sav vou are in a rut.”

D: Yeah. that too. A contented rut.

I You know. vou are going along good and vou have a fair!v decdent salarv and so
on. Well, { Kxnow now that 2 person should irv and better themself and apply for
some of lese iobs. ['m sure -- pecause we ve talked about this before -- the
veopie hat have moved many times had an 2asier lime moving down here than we
aid, That s wviaaluamounts o

D But we aven nouce the differance acw after heing here. When we [irst came
down here our Kids were down Aers constantiv or we were in Butte, Thev were
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always making an excuse to come down. Our phone bills were atrocious: theirs
were alrocious, The tears! Well, mv daughter still cries almost everv time she
hangs up Hecause we are not there. [ think Sal the most -- and the grandkids --
we reallv miss them. But thev all made it down {ast summer. And it isnt that we
don t see them often. hecause we do. And Jim s mother is going to be 81 years old,
and it s kind of hard with her... Well, evervthing is on his sister now, she has the
responsibility. where before they kind of, one would go and the other would be
there, so one would be there in case the mom needed something.

(: What do vou think could have made the move easier for vou, either in terms of
some program that the Company or Job Service might have put on, or something
etse? Looking back. if vou were to make suggestions for other people going through
the same thing vou did, what would have made it easier?

If they had known somebody that lived down here before they came down so they
could have asked them what it was like. that would have made it easier.

D: "We had known people that had to leave Butte, and how thev carried on. And 1
said o lim. [ think thev dre bananas. | think theyv are auts. We did aot carry on
like that. | know that. Remember Bernice?”

I There was this one [riend of ours, and they had o leave Butte and 1 mean it
was. to them. the end of the world. But 1 think f we could have talked to
somebody that fived down here.. As far as the Company putiing on a prograi,
mavhe thev could have shown movies of the town. | doat know. [ don't know if
thev ¢ould do that or not.”

D & | had traveled through Wvoming vears before. and D only that it was so hot
she thought thev could never survive ti. And it was desolate, 10 vears ago, Wright
was just an open lield. Gilletie went from 3500 people to 25.000 in [ive or six
vears with the oil and coal boom.

D: But [ think that our familv and {riends made a point of coming down. We had
company ['d sav 10 or !! months in a row. two and three times a month. We even
had friends v from Oregon to come see Wvoming hecause we were down here,
last Februarv. And [ think that helped. Thev d come and sav vou re doing fine,”
and we d 1ake them here and show them this and that. | think ihev helped wean
us awav,

Thev miss e mountains and the trees. There reallv arent any (rees unless vou go
(o the Big Horns or the Black Hills, and they have been hota places. But they
decided that as long as thev are here. thev are going to see all of Wvoming. They
mav never come back again. so thev are going to see 1t and enjov .
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[Talk about travels in Wyoming]
Q: How secure do vou feel vour job is here now?

isavs that when thev had the lavoifs, it reminded him so much of Buite. He
thought the place was going to fold up. You would hear cumours, but the Co would
say thev were not going to lay anybody off. In January they laid off 150. Butina
meeting the middle of January, thev painted a pretty rosy picture. So right now ]
feels he has as much security as the coal market is going to give him. The Co seems
10 be doing pretty well on their long term coal contract. But since he has been here
onlv 20 months. if there is another lavoff, he will be laid off again. He s second
from the bottom in security. Everett, their friend, is on the bottom. They lay off on
the basis of senioritv. even though there is no union. which, ] thinks, is fair.

(; How are labor management relations?

It seems to be good even though there is no union. Of course, the managment hag
changed necause all the people from Tonopah are here, and they have a different
idea of how (0 run it than the people who were here when | first came. Tonopah is
completely closed now. Ahout S0 Families came from there. {talks about those laid
off at Tonopah.}

Starting wage here is $14.51 an hour. jis making $17.45 an hour. When [ left
Butte. base pav was $96 a dav, or $100 a dav. Now they are on 12 hours a day; so
base pav 15 31435 a dav or more.

Tape 2. Side A

When jim rirst came down here. thev worked 8-hour shifts. worked 7 shifts and
then were off 2. You got time and a half for 3aturday and doubletime for Sunday.
30 some iruck drivers and mechanics with overtime were making 375.000 a year,
That was the vear | made more monev than he ever had before. Then the new
ananagement came and the price of coal started to drop and thev eliminated the
aremuum pav tor the weekends. | could never see how thev could begin to pav it
anvwav  But thev paid that 1o get people to come here. When this place lirst
started. 1t wasnt what 1t is now [t was pretty prinytive. But when vou are
making that much monev [or four or five vears, vour lile stvie is different.
Svervbody has a new car and a2 new iruck and a nice house and thev go everyplace.
since thev have eliminated the premium payv and overtime, a lot of people have
‘oSt their Jouses hecause thev lost that monew. Young people. mostly.
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There has heen real tucnover ia real estate. The Co hought back homes {rom laid of
emplovees -- 33 homes bought hack. Thev have since sold one. The Co felt they
had te buv the homes back. because theyv gave people the incentive to buy them
and live in Wright, Thev want this communitv to go. Wright just incorporated in
Januacy of 85. Before that. the Co ran the town. The Co would give you 10 % of
the sale price to get people 1o move into the homes. So thev did volunteer to buy
them back. Now. the Co is getting out of the housing murket gradually.

There were always Campbell County property taxes. [More talk about settling in
Wright.]

Q: Do vou talk to people in Butte when vou are there. tell them that this isnt as
bad as vou thought it would be?

I "Oh veah. Evervtime we went back when we f{irst moved down here, somebody
would say, well, how is it down there? and ['d tell them it isn't that bad. These
are guys [ knew, that [ worked with, that were out of work, I'd say, you should call
up and get an application, find out what's going on. Because thev were hiring, and
thev are still hiring out there if vou are qualified Tor the tvpe ol job. But there
again. unless vou make up vour mind that vou are going to have 1o leave Butte,
there is no sense in coming down here and wasting vour time, 1S what vou are
doing.”

D: "Not one of them came down.”

I: The first three or four months we were down here, we had at least one phone
call 2 week from somebodyv in Butte wanung to know what the phone number was
a1 the mine. are thev hiring and this and that, But not a one of them came down.
You just have 1o be willing to make the break and able to move. That's all there is
10 tt.

D: "Thev wanted 1o write for the application, and whether they could afford 10
come down [I dont know| .. but several, we said, vou can stay with us. [ mean, we
felt we knew them well 2nough, we %new thev couldn t afferd a motel”

J But not a one of them came.

Q: When vou came down and got an interview. did vou have to pav for that wrip?
Ne. The Company remmbursed him for all s expenses down and back on the
mterview  Thev did that for evervbody that their personnell department called up

10 ask to interview. A lotof guve came down on therr own and rustled a job: of
course, that was just on their own. Some guvs got a job that wav, too, They just
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came down here and went out (o the mine and got an application. Dick Thompson
wag one of them. There are quite a few people in Gillette who are from Butte.

: How duferent is it to work for 1 company that s not unionized?

I 'Like night and dav. Out here, anvbodyv ¢can do anvthing as far as electrical,
mechanical. welding or whatever. and in Butte, each union had charge of that
particular [jurisdiction].”

Q. I vou had to choose between working in this situation non union or a similar
situation Lo Butle with diversified unions. which would vou choose.

J says probabiy non union, although the unions have their points to. They are
trving to unionize down here. Thev sav that some of the people who were laid off
would not have been laid off if thev had had a union. Some of the people that got
laid off had more time than other people. The union suppocters say that if you had
a bad job evaluation or some infraction of the rules. thev laid vou off. But Jim,
overall, thinks they are getting along just as well without a4 union as thev did in
Butre. One reaseon -~ the first vear | and D were down here. 1984, they got two
raiges. good raises. The Co just gave it (o them. "And thev were good raises, not
st {04 an hour lIke thev used o give i Butie. One tume t was S0¢ an hour and
one time 1t was 75¢. The last raise we got was 31 an hour. Which 1s a lot more
(nan iev ever got in Butte. [ can remember ithev wentl on strike for 9 months and
C2anded up with a aicke! an aour. So that s one of the things down here. 1 think
thev are getiing along good without 4 union.” There has never heen a strike here;
without 2 union. thev would have to reason (o sirike. This ming s probably one of
the highest if not the highest paving in the Powder River Basin, and there are quite
4 [ew mines down aere -- 17 or 19, Amax. Mobie Oil, Kere McGee have mines
aown nere. ARCO's Black Thunder s the Diggest open pit ¢coal mine n the
continental LS.

tTalk about the minel. Tts not a big hole !ike in Butte. The coal pit is very small
compared 0 that, In depth and diameter and size -~ but it's nothing but coal. the
coal seam ¢ 100 feet thick, and it s endless. When lim lirst saw the pit, he
expected something like the Berkelev and it s aot like that at all. [t's low sulfur
coal.

o What nave I missed”

ave Jhat thev have a 56, Patricks celebration down here jhat is second to New
ar = The "Wright Volunteer Fire Staucen puts it on and it ¢ a heck of a celebration.
en Gilletle has a pretiv good Irish population. There arz not a lot of Irish here,

t evervbody wants to be irish on St Paricks dav. ) & D are the onlv Sullivan in
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the phone hook. In Butte, nobody could find their teleiphone number, there were
s0 many Sullivans.

D: Now he s telling me he s an endangered species because of his age.’

Butte is 502 miles from Wright. Thev used 10 go there on J's three davs off, D savs
Oh. we were nuts, We didnt think we could live for another week if we didn't get
back there. Now were a little more content. We can stay home on a dav off once
and awhile and mow the lawn,”

[Talk about gardening in Wright. Talk about altitude in Wright.
D "Were here, and were going 10 make the best of it.”

‘. "Yeah, that's our philosophy. We're gonna make the best of it, and just put
things behind us and go ahead. That's what has kept us going. You really can't
tooK back. You wish things would have been different, but we re here now and
we re going to make the best of it. See what happens in the next vear. There are
sumours qow of another layvolf -- 11 s (ust like Butte, Everv menth there is another

r-

rumour. If thev iav me off this time. ['m going to light [or a pension.”

D But vet we feel verv [ortunate to have a job. and a good job, [t isn't just # job.
it s agood job.”

ir Bverv time we go back to Butie and Butte is busv. ihere ¢ no doubt about it. |
mveelf don't know how those people that have staved there and have been without
work for three vears, how thev made out, Mavhe thev have a secret that we didnt
know of, Mavbe we could have done the same thing i we staved there and got odd
1obs and this and that, but [ could reallv see that we d wipe out our savings. And
we heard ihat some people did, that staved there and picked up odd jobs here and
there.”

D Like 'we heard in the Butte paper. there were 1300 applications to date for this
Washington Construction, That's a lot of applications! {35001 Ron Benton is going
back 10 be emploved bv Washington. And he asked lim -- he didn t come right out
and ask him. What did he sav to vour

I Would { move back to Butte if { got a job with some other company. and [ told
aim at this point that no. 1 reallv cuan v afiord it

20 33, fipe. then he can iy and g2t anciner job. 2ut all along, Xon had this job.”

f): Has this whole experience affected vour marriage”
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Both sav for the better.

I Tt brought us closer together. because there is just the two of us and we did a
lot of things together belore, bul now we re doing more things together because
there is just the two of us. [n other words, in Butte, vou might be gone uptown
with one of the kKids or bv yourself and now we both go to town because it's
something to do.”

D Which he hates.” tlaughs!
¥ But [ would sav 1t brought us closer together.”

D: ' mean, he even goes grocerv shopping! And then he's like this -- "Are vou
done? Are vou done? He hates for me to ook at anvthing 100 long. {laughter).
But I'd say, closer.”

J. 'Because there were some guvs who came down here that left their families in
Butte. and lived down here and commuted on the weekends and on their days off,
And how that ever worked is just bevond mv way of thinking.’

Jjim pulled down the trailer and lived in the trailer court for six weeks and D
packed, nad garage sales. etc. She sold $2100 worth of junk at a garage sale, They
had lived n the house a long tinle.

D "I +hink the house was awful hard (o feave, t00. [t wag an older home and we
tore that house apart {rom one end of the house to the other and remodelled. and |
dont know. We just had it the wav we wanted it and had to leave it, A lot of our
sweal and dicod was in there. And lights. 'laughtert

i I vou nad it w do over, a house is iust a house. but [ dont know,’

The house iz on B Street.

Thev talk about their house in Wright. Thev [ixed 11 up.

Ead of interview




