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BUTTE ORAL HISTORY FROJECT
TAPE INDEX .

Interviewese: Goldberg Alll Maria
: Last First Middle

Date of Interview: February 29, 1980

Flace: Butte

Interviewer: Mary Murphy

Context of the Interview: The interview took place in Mr., & Mrs. Goldberg's
home on Coloredo St. Mr. Goldberg watched t.v. in the living room while Mrs,
Goldberg and I talked at the kitchen table., Tuis was one of the warmest, most
comfortable interviews I've had. Mrs. Goldberg was very receptive to the idea
of the project and most concerned to be helpful., After I turned off the tape
her husband came ocut end we sat around the table for at least another hour,
talking and eating, Mrs. Goldberg showed me femily pictures and they gave me
a ride home. I plen to go back and telc to her again and to interview her hus-

band,

Tape #1
Side 1

First ceme to Butte from Ishpeming, Michigan; father died when 3 mos,
cld. No work for women there, her mother had three children. Someone had gone
to Butte before and said there was work for women. Mother came to Butte 1920,
Father killedin mine shaft when the cable broke. Company gsve mother 310,
week for 300 weeks., lMother first worked in the Clarence boarding house, saw
her first women with a black eye-- husband had beat her, "Drinking and stuff
was quite wide open." Good people, the drinking brought out the worst in
people.

Vother worked as a cook., Children had their wmeals wherever she worked.
Some boarding houses were also rooming houses,e,gz, Clarence., If not, rooming
houses were directly across the street, Riipi's largest and newest boarding
house, opened somewhere eround 1923-24, .

Firnish boarding houses were only ones which fed men coming off shift
at 2 a.m, Predominantly Finnisnh boarded at Finn houses, but was a mixture.
Different ethnic groups got along well, Seid Broadway was like & fish because
it had Pinns on both sides,

Parents born in Finland, married in upper Michigan in the iron ore country,
Mother ceme when was 16 by herself. In England, when had to pass physical hoped
there was something wrong so she could go tack. She hsd three brothers here
all thought it was wonderful., One worked in sawmills, others mined. Thinks
. they heard sbout jobs through word of mouth, Men who left wives in Finland
and came back and told about it. , .
. Reméﬁers triv to Butte on the Milwaukee train. Went to the Finlen house,
Mother never spoke Znglish, She didn't either wh.n she stsrted firet grade.
waen't unusual, nobody else did. Mother didn't want to get too far sway fronm
her owr. people, didn't want to lsarn English.

Wasn't a blede of grass on the east side, Lived with the mine dumrs as
a back yard. Didn't heve the smelter smoke ty then, had coml and wood smoke,
Couldn't see in the wirter tiwe. Had two older brothers. Went to school while
mother was workinz, neighbor lady combed ard braided her h=ir. Lived in a
little three room house. M_ ther worked seven days e week, not eight hours,
till she was through,
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Mother was very independent person, had no-trouble finding & job. Worked in
the Murray Hospitel for a while, cleaning, washing rooms,

Talks about reclpes in Butte Cookoook, not ner wother's, never used recipes,
Mrs, Goldberg never cooked, her mother lived with them till she died a yeear
ago. JShe never remarried, felt another husbend wouldn't do right by her chil-
dren, wasn't going to have somesone tell her whet she should end shouldn't do.
Mother was 25 when widowed. Father just a few ysars older. Remé%ers different
men courtinz her wother and brothers not wanting any part of it.

One of brothers was blackswith, other & blacksmith's helper. Both stsrted
in the mines, Mother had to sign rustling card for brother,was only 16.

Mother went to Riipi's in 1944, Had worked at the Relmont, Kingston, Central,
Suominen, Mother ssemed happier working at the BRelmont. Mother ran own
voarding house at the Xingston. Went to Riipi's because Mrs, Riipi was sick,
when she passed away Mras, Maki took the lease. Got out at a good time, late
48 and 49 were more steady families, not the need for boarding houses,

Hardly a boarding house after 1550, except the Haz=1 and that was run like =
dini:g room, '

In the Depression turned some boarding housse over to rel £f. Owners leased
houses to welfare. Xen did soms of the cleaning and dishwashing, Didn't like
the Hazel and Silver Leke because food wasn't prepared as well., Or meybe ¥r.
Riipi wanted a little more for his lease, At thet time nothing was unionized
in the boarding houses, no wage. scale. Mother got first union card just before
the Depression, around 1929, when working at Mudrow's {sp) Grill. Thinks the
toarding houses were the last to be organized, doens't recell that the union
even pressed them very hard. The men formed the Voimala Club, that meant
strength, and would be sirength in numbers., They started own boarding house,
paid according to what their expenses were, could buy better food, no body
was excluded, meant you paid a little more for your meals, Women were paid
a little better thar the run of the will boerding houses,

Mother first made $15, a week, was considered to be a little bit more than
a dishwasher. Then went to 317.50, Mrs, Jackson at the Felmont house wanted
them to eat their meals there and made no charge. Yother generally worksd
from 8ix in the morning until 2, or when she got throuzh. 3ometimes she had
to go in at 4 to get stoves heated up.

Breekfast was short order, ordered enything vou wanted. HNoon meal have
potatoes, stew and always one fried meat. Fruit, milk, bread and butter,
Children never ate at table with the men, but st a litile table on the side’
and elways came before or after busy time. Lots of mothers who worked had their
‘children eat there. Even when she was older and worked un town ate at the
toarding house because mother still working and was easier, Liked the atros-
phers of the boarding house., Maybe different for a girl, the men were generous
and she was little. Would always give her a quarter on payday and little
packege on the holideys. On Sunday men dressed up in their suits and white
shirts for dinner, set outside and talked and read the paper. Would clean
up in the shower rooms at ths mines, but were always a few who liked to te
dressed a little more than in their overalls, Were dressed up if had white
shirt under overalls, Not a lot of single womer, tut always 2 few,

Seemed like in the early days always women who ceme. from Finlard, wers
willing to worik hard e:d for a little morey. In the forties women worked,
often husbands ate at the boarding houses especielly if there were no children,
Women and men sat ai the same table, '

Sunday dinner at Riipi's specinl evert, Zverybody came., Chicken, mashed
potatoss, roast, ice croam, cake, fruit, milk, butter end bread, ALl femily
style. Always coffee, never recalls ervone sacking for tea. Noon meal on
Sundey would be pork chops, french tosst and pie,
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Breakfast from 6-9, noon meal 12-1:30, dinner 4-7, Snack after night shift
all the cold cuts, viili (clabver milk), Go into a boarding house et any time

——

of the day and get corfes and cake,Paid by the ‘week or by the day,

Tape #1
Side 2

Paid by the wesk much cheaper 37. Rooms upstairs (Belmont House) %3,
& week 1in the late twenties, Guys from bars would also coume to the 2 a.m.
meeal,

Motner didn't want her hanging around the sitiing room, Alwsys had
dining room and sitting room. Felmont and Riipi's had tench outside,

. Tery goodhearted and honsst people. Mother got set on her feet when she run
Riipi's,
: During wer had & lot of soldiers who were let go to work in the mines,

Had & lot of young people coming into town, a lot of Fenrsylvania miners.

Never had to be afreid to walk anywhere. Meet a lot of drunks, but nobody
would bother you, Rare to see a woman in a saloon, but by the forties did.
Bootlegzing was flourishirg, Pretty much out in the open, every other house,
Gamtling wide open, Folice shut their eyes to thet and the closing hour.

Holidays had specizl meals and cefgrations. Caristmaes Finrish would
have lutefisk. Many an Irishman took it to work in his buckst. '

Lot of people came and ate Thanksgiving dinner at _boerding nouse, Only
Finnish holiday mother talked about was Midsummer's Day, great day in Finland.

Hed the Pinnish Hall. ZEither belonged to the Church or to the Firnish
Hall, always called them the Wobtlies. Always had big doings at Christmes
Mother never approved of it wmuch. Let them go to the plays, done in Finnish.
One remepers best was the show of he Volga Boatmen, It would invariably be
political, Saw a fow that had a love story btut ir the bsckeground would always
be political conflict, Would be e dance and always a coffee hour,

More Finnish people supported the Wobblies than the Churcen., Only had one
little church. Finnish Hall very socialist. Knew mother didn't approve,
but didn't care. Were the ones that started own hosrding house, Say the
mejority of the Finnish psople were socialist. Maybe because in Finland the
Churcn wes compulsory,

Many of Finnish in Montana came from Michigan.

Mrs. Goldberg wasn't sympathetic to socialist politics. Mother insisted
went to church and sunday school. Some of kids razed you, Church fell by
the wayside, couldn't support it, Funerals were held on Sundays., Didn't
nave wekes like Irish. There would wnip their horses coming back to see who
could get to Cody's tavern fastest.

Finns were members of I.W.¥%.,Hall was where Capri Motel is now.

Started helping mother when she took over Rilpi's, waited tsble when she

had the Kirgston. Also worked in the restaur-nis up town,
' Popularity contest (beauty contest), Daughters of people who ren Belmont
and Rilpi's, Riipi's being the largest she got the most votes, won 2 cer,

Went through high school here. First worked the lunch courter in Vool-
worth's., Taen for Hilary's PRar & Restaurent, mother worked there too.
¥ages higher if worked where there was e bar and food. Started at 45, day
when the union scale was 33, day., In 1934, Jjoined union. Hed to 0 to union
meetirg or pey fine, Vasn't active in the uricn, Definitely belisves in them,
but thirks they overstep their tounds, Heloful in her work, could have had
ner doing enything end everything. From mother's experience knsw there wes
no end to the hours, Had to wash down the kitchen walls. That changed with
the urions,
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Stopped working when first got married, then went back. Clarence's mother
took care of son. Stopped about 4 yrs, Son hated the bosrding house be-
cause mother never howe, Likedthe people waitressing. In boardirz houses
used to carry big platters, Never had the desire to learn to coolk,
Helped mother clesning and plucking chickens.
Buckets, Had to remeber who didn't eat meat or Fridays, who had milk
and buttermilk, ete, Biggest job was wshing the dirty thirgs,
Outlires workers on each shift, Make lit:le salt bags for esch bucket,
Most of waitresses married.

Taps 2
"Side 1

Sowe were single and married here, some came up from Rock Springs, bWvo.
Mostly women ran the boarding houses., Most were married. One of the best jobs
an immigrant woman could have,

Mejority of the Finnish people settled on the east side.

Women's work: in boarding houses, or es chambermaids, or worked in
people’'s homes cleaning and teking care of children. First job during high
school with Dr. McPhersen, 310, a month, Sunday end Thurs, aft. of?,

Also worked for Dr. Staples, didn't heve to live in. Tmmigrants snd first
generation daughters did a lot of this work. Worked for a lot of Jewish families,
Felt there was a real class difference then, but is no longer. If you were

from the East Side very different from Snob Hill. Haver cared to cross that

line anyway. Had friends who worked for Jewish families, you just knew

your place,

Brought all ner money home till the time she was married. She and brothers
all chippsd in, bought furniture, car, 1940, ¥ent on trip back east in late
thirties. But has no desire to live back there, Butte is home,

Played up on the mine dump, baseball, skating. Company provided Columbia
Gerdens. Everybody loved it. Had high school dances at the pavilion. VY¥as
considered the best dance hall in the northuwest.

Husbend was their milkman, Ran = ranching business. His parents were
immigrants from Sweden. Had a dairy, delivered wilk, Lindale (7) Deiry.
Sometimes he workkd in the mines in the wintertime, went home to the reanch
on the weekends.

Finnish people pretty radical, attitude toward the Company that they
were "always being taken,"

' 1946 strike. Boarding houses carried men when thevy were on strike. Many

of the Finnish people had money to pay, were proud, heted to ask to be carried,
Comaunity supported the strikers, 1946 strike men broke into houses, wouldn't
let anything be delivered, strew stuff on the streats,

: Lot of hoboes, but nobody ever bothered anyone, During the strike wouldn't
let them off the train in Butte. A lot would ask for a handout, ask to do

something, boarding houses were real generous.

Had produce houses to get food, meat warkets., Chinese would come through
with wagors selling vegetables, Very few Chinese on east side, no colored

' - people. Was onre family, Huey, had the San Francisco Cafe, Most Chinese

and colored people went to the Garfield school. Chinese started lesving sround
1934-193%, Heard there were Tong wars, but doesn't personally know about them.
Only paper they got was on Sat, nite., Couldn't afford deily paper., Got the
Putte Viner. VMother always got Finnish peper,published in Minresota, Fy the
1940s Chinese pretty wull gone,
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Mother cooked all kinds of food in boardineg houses. Pirnish men liked stew
and viili with it. Always & roast every nite, and a boiled msat of some kind.
After Riipi's closed mother worked aﬂgnterstate Lumber,cleaning office,
Clarence didn't want her to go to work after they were married. His parents
retired from ranch, moved into town and his wother was built in baby-sitter .
¥Moved from the Zast Side in 1950, Harder on mother than anybody. FRinnish
were kind of clannish, hard on a lot of people, Many didn't want to learn
English, Thinks it was particular to Finns, Maybe because Finnish was so
different, Mother still had two brothers in Finland. Other brothers stayed
in Michigan, one wag very much against her mother coming here; said it was
a snakepit, Rothing in Michigan for her. All families, not the floating
population, not the number of mines.
Qlarence 's mother a dedicated American, would have been ouite Apolitician
if she had the education. Came here when she was 12, VWere 5 girlé, father
was in Leadville, Colorado., By the time thev got there he had died of
pneumonia, Miners took up collection and sent them back to Sweden, Clarence's
mother was oldest of the girls, came back when she was grown up.
Mre. Goldberg's mother became citizen. Aili went to school with her.

Tape 2
Side 2

Argument between Greek man and German women in citizenship class,
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A111 Marde Goldbvergs We first came to Butte from Ishpeming, Michigan,
bhecanse ny father diediwhen I was thres months old, and there was no work
for women back iheré, Hother had three chlldren;y I was the yéﬁngest, So
someone had been to Butte before and.said 1f you went to Butte there would |
be work For women., And sure enough, Mother came to Butite when I‘ﬁas at |
the age of four, |

ﬁary'ﬂurphys What yoar Wwas that? o ' ;-

10LDBERGs That would have been in 1920,

iy Had your father been & miner in the Hichipgan mines?

* GOLIBERGY Yes, he was killed'in the shaft, Thexre was quite aéfew of
then were killed, The cable broke;'gﬁd they all went down in the sg@p.
' ‘Hﬁt Did the company give your mofher any kind of compensation?i

GOLDBERG:'Ten dollafs_a WGek‘for 300 weeslks, which wasn't really much
to xaise\the ohildren with, 8o we came, and Mother'é first venturefheré
was in a boarding house,

My Which one did she s%ait in?

GOLDBBRG: It waes the_clareﬁca boaxding house, which was on the corﬂer
of Park and Ohip’Street. And nother had seen her first woman with a blaék
oye.

MMt Really? wha£ was that? o ‘

GOLDBERGs We stayed in a'rooﬁing houge across the street, This was a.
Finnish lady that had 1t, too, and Hother seen her, and lother said, "hat
did you do, féil down the stalys? Or did you got pushed with a cou?" wéll,;,
you know, there was no cows here 1ﬁ Butte on the streots, But heé husband

had best her, So that was hor fivst experience, and Mothex Just couldn't

belleve 1it, OFf couise, drinking and stuff was quite wide open.
MMy It was really a wild town then?' |

| GOLIBERGY Yes, But with all of it, I mean thoy were pood people, I
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tﬁink the drinkiﬁg-brought the worat out in anyﬁody.‘
| Mify Was your mother hired as a mald? '

"GEHBBRG: A co&k. Hother cooked all the time., And whoerever Mothexr
uorke&; why, we would haVe our meals there, because that's one things she
qanﬁed to be sure thab we had a hobt meal, belng she was gone all sy,

Hﬁa‘when they talk about boar&iﬂg houaes, Wers those just places where
people ate, or could they also room there? )

GOLDRERG: Some had wooming houses, HNow the Glarenoe bo;;ﬁiég house did.
It had o rooming house . 1t had a‘barbef shop, and it had & bar 81l in this
one bullding., And that's true with other boarding houses. too, If thay
veren't, the vooms were direotly across the street, rooming houses that Weoro
avalloble, I know of four boanding houses thatzhad roons right upstalixrs. \

| Milg Here those genérélly the laxger houséa?

GOLDBFH&; Not neaessarily. I alveys felt Rilpi's was the biggest of
the boaxﬂing houses, rozlly %ﬁf]%ho most men, but there was wrooming houses
on all sides. S ‘

Hh% So Riipi's never had rooms.

hOLDBERGs Ko. And T think it was really the newest of them 2ll, that is.
thalnewést tuilding and newest facilities, which wouldn't be new in the
«sﬁanﬁalds of teday.. ‘ f
| Mitq Do you know what year that place oponed?

CGOLDBERGs I was jJust trylng to think. flother worked at ﬁﬁe Belnront
House when T wos elght. It musc have opened gomewhere in '23 or '24, All‘
the ohhera Wore oldulooking, dllapldaied puildings, The Minnish boarding
houses all served for the mon that would come off shift at two o'clock.

They Went to work at six in the evening and got off at two o'clock, low

they were the only boaxrding houses that fed the men on the two o'clock shift
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coming offs ‘They coild coms in and have a lunch before they went to bed.
The é(;ﬂy@‘ﬁf?s House didn't have it, The Belmont House was run by F‘innish
people. Theln clienﬁéle Has Soma Finnﬂ.sh, bub Eind of mixed, There was
Ixish, aml'-ﬁhare was Serblans, and there Waa Inglish, and there was a little
bit of overything, |

ilig In tnc:s Finnish houses; was 3'b nostly I“inniah minem 'thm, boarded
there? . ‘

GOZ{,DBHRGg Nnt necessarily.  I'd say thea najJority would bo I‘innish, but
there was a lot beca\tse T think pactioulexly on the east side we were
p‘r‘odom pently Finnish and Irish and Serbians,

My Did e:i.l those different groups get along well?

COLDBIERG s Very well, Droadway wWas the rignéhﬁéin;*iine, and they sald,
Wiow cone?"  "Hell," they sa,i(l, "i.t*s a nixture of every*thﬁ.u{?." And they
said .;.i; was 1,1Ice 8 Tish, too, because it had Finns on both ‘sides,

a1, [Lovghtor]) _

. GOLDBERC: Ho, they gotb a:!,o.ng vefy well, same as children, And nosgt
of us Were Tirst goneration, or first generation born in this ebvnh*m

s ﬁ’ouz- parents were from Finland? |

(,OLHBLIRGa FFron Finiand, . .

Mifs Did they mamry in I“inland, then come hexe?

GOLDBERG s No, they were ma.rried in uypm' imh:lg,an in the iron ove
countay, |

s How did jrour_mcyther cet acrosa? Did she come with her famlly?

GOLIBERG ¢ I-»?othox;oame whon she was gixbeen, by herself, dhe had a
brother here, Anci 'ahe sald when she é;ot to ingland, 1f yon didn't pass
rhysically "you woﬁlcl be turnsl boack, and Hother was hoping there was
530111\6"61‘)1?‘1{3‘ wrong with her so she could go back honme agaim

v
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HiHt [L&ughterj Bhe didn't want to come to America?
COLDBPRG: She did at firsﬁ, butk after she 1eft hone she, I gucss, got
"lonesemq and homesick wighh avway.

‘MHa That must ha&@ been 8 vexy brave thing o do.

GOL:E{BI&&IG; I wou}.dn'i; want "uo ventuxe.anything 1if<e thet, I know at
sixteon I didn*t want to leave howme,

s [ Lavghter] Yes, Did hex paxents vant her to come o Anewloa?

GOLDBLRG@ o, she had three brothers here, and they all thought it was
so_uorﬁerﬁl, and so that's how come she came then, |

M Had.her brothers come direeﬁly +0 Miéhig&n to wozk in the mines?

GOLDBMR&; Yeg, One of her brothers went in for the lunbering parts
the sawmills and stuff, but the others were intarested in mininp.

I3 Do you know how ﬂuey found out about that? I’va heaxd storles of
people who net the hoats in Pea York and advertised that thefe Wereigobs,
say, in ﬁiahiﬁan oxr Butie,

} GOLIBERGs I real1y don't know. T think'most of’ the peoﬁle that come
had, Lheardj by uord off mouth. They would come here, and they'd g0 back to'
Mnlend, you sBee, ' So nany nen left thelr wives in Fiﬁl&nd and came hore
and then would Fﬂ back o Finland to ge% then, Bverybody said that 1t
wags 80 wonde#ﬂﬂ, and really thefe was opporbundties here that they hedn't
there, . 4 . | 7

| 1y Were you'ﬁoo young to womenber thé trip from Hichigan to Butte?

GOLDBERGs Yo, I wasn't, I caﬁ'remambar gsoning on the Hilwaukee train
fmém back Qast, and thai Hes differant, ﬁoo. I can remémher sieeping in the
seats, uothor had pillOWS. anJ the seats used to ”1ip back and forth so we
could have a bed, And. T oan rememher coming to Butte, coming in on the
Hilwaukee up hore where that TV statien is now,

. (larence Goldbergs The Pacific House was xun by Finni&h*folké. t00,
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Waon®t 147 Pacflo Nouse?

- GOTLDBERCS ‘Ihen. there wes the Finlen house, and that's shexe we dame 0.
He got off the Ifiilwé,vkee. rain a.nd. came to the Finlen house, Mother never
éimke a word of Bnglish, Tor a fact, T dldn'd ei-theg #hen I started the
fivst svade heve, Dub 1t wasn't unususl, bécause it ;seemed 1ike a.ll. the
vosb 0F us wora in the same boat, Ye wore the first ggnemﬁion, and the
language was apoken at homey We d:?.c'}.n*{; sp‘ea,k Bnelish at hone,

My 9o you didn't leawn E:pg;tl;ish 411 you went to mchool, And did your
nother over leamm Iinglish? | |

GOLDBERG: Very, very poor, qulte broken, And thia is the one thinzy
she dida't vant '%.o got ;‘coo fox eway from her own iaeople. because she Just
Aidn*s wa,\n{: to learn the 1azmguage. And oi-“ course we used to tease her if
she ddd telk to us; because it was bm}{en. She had qu:ite a time w:lth words
1iko “drunk" a,ml‘ "rrank", We'd say ;sométhing o her; and she sald, vk or
trunk, A don't make any differenco,"

My [Tanghier ] ‘

GOLDBERGs It was very ijrlteres-bing; ]_.:I.ving on the sast s:i.c.ila. There
wasntt s bieulé.- of grass thoro, Nobody had a plece of lawn ox ‘any%hing; You
Just Lived with the old mine dumps for a backyexd up there,

ity Vas there atill a lot of suwoke fron the smelters thon?

COLIMRRGs Yo dldn't have tha smelber moke, We had all the coal and
wood sroko hore, az;'b.ually._ You see, ve dida't ifw.ve the smelter, There wog
3 snelter yoors ago rleh Here on Hontava S-bre_;et at one time, I guess, But
you couldn®t sce in the wintertine for the smbké from Juat coal and wood,

My It aust havo be:Qn o d3fTervent, 1t's harfi to imagine now,

GOLOBIRG ¢ Ibivas, X aluays tel}?, y hushend, "Tohose were the ‘#ood old

days, ' “There was uothing good about i, " \ He says ,! "You wers youngs"
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N,

MMy fLaugn%efj Did you have sisters and brothera?

GOLDBERG: Noy I_had two brothers, |

Mty How much older were *chey?
GOLDBERGs My one brother was & year and & helf older than ng, and ny
othor brother was, three years older than me, _
| My Were you all going to schoél whllé;your nother was working?.
GOLTBIRG s Yes, Ny oldest brother wasn't very old ei%her, bﬁ% h@'had_
to hear ﬁée alaxn clock to get us up to go to school, And 8 nelghbor lady
‘gombed my hair or braided 1%, and it Has'such s fuss and holler that fimally
tiothex had 1t oub. ‘
- My ﬁLaughter] How 4id you feel about that?

'COLIBERG: Well, I &1dn'ﬁ care, Anything wos bet%er than heving it
pulléd.aa $lenh that your eyes waﬁefjust &%uinﬁing like this,  \ -
| My DL you grow up. in a. rooning housa‘?

GOLIBERG 1\*@, we Lived in & Little thﬁfaewroom house, One of the
bhoarding houses_thqt Hother worked in was really quite a walk for her
‘:every moxning, And that was seven days a week--there was no six daysy five
days,; we're talking now--and no eight hours. You worked untill you wers
through,
Wiy Did she have a‘hard time finding a Jjob when she first came to
toun? | ‘ l’
GCLDBEHG: No, Hother was a very independent person, She'd worked
;fé%-thg Murray Hosplial f§r.a 1little while,l
1Mr As a pook? K
GOLDBERGs No, she was cleaning. Angd it wés understood that you'd
take and wash the rooms each tlne a patiént left the room, and the operating

j roon had 1o he waéheci, and everything was white at the old Huzmy Hospital,

And above the radiators 1t turned yellow from the heat. And ltother had
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sorvbhed and scrubbed this, and the yelléw wonldn*t opme-bff. And livs),

Riley came over and sald, wipa, Hakl, would you mind trying to wash that
off?" Vother says, "I did wash it," And she Baid, ould you try again?"
And Kother threw tha gsorub hrush down, and she says, “You do 1t yourself,'" and
off she welked, DBecause lother slways felt she done ‘the best she oou;d,

and awey she went, She dldn‘y worry ebout [laughter] where the next meal

Jwas coning from, I guess. liother hever ha& any trouble getting work., |

MMe She nust have boen a Qonderful cook, I1've seen the reclpes in
the Butte c__:oﬂkbook. ) . | _

GOLIRERCY She was, And Mother never really hed &eci??s. Those are
not her rec~pes._

M4 On. really?

(GOLUBAERGY Hell, I couldn t give them a vecipo, beoause Hother d1dn‘t
use any, 1t was the sane with my husband?s mother, I'd ask them about
some reolpes, and it was alhandful of this and a pinch of that. I have
yot to nake my'firatpié%ruﬁt. 1 never did cools,

BT [ reushtor] |

GOLDBERGs Out of neoessity, Hpthér did 3b, Hother 1ivéd with us
until a year ago, whon she paséed auBY .

MH¢ D*d she éver remarry?

GOLHBLRG: No. lMother always felti that they just wouldn't do right by
hor ohildron, She vesn't going to have somebody: tell her what she should
and shouldn't do, ' |

14y That must hﬁve been quite nnusual, fox & ﬁomah to renain single
in those times.

GOLDBEHG: Yea, Mothéi was twenty-Tive vhon she was wldoved,

My Really. She ﬁas that young,

GOLTRERGs I guess she figured one tiie around, that was it.
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ity Then your father must have been very youné vhen he was kllled,
as well., , : | .

GOLDBERG;-YGS, my‘dad was young, too. I think-my dad was'just a few
years older than liother. I don't remenber. I can rémember different men
sourting Hother, and my brothers wanted. no part of it, you know, And they

_would even tease ﬁhem aboud 1t,‘"Hell, wouldnf% you 1ike to have a faithexr?
And they sald, "ﬂe don®t need nobody."

Mg How long did your brothers stay ab home?

COLDBERGs My youngest b?other was mnore or less at home all the time,
He went in the service énd was‘gone for tﬁa tine ﬁhaﬁ he waé in the service,
and that's about the only time that lother didn't live with us, was when he

" came home, untiz/the time he passed avay., And nmy oldest brother vas twenty»
seven or tWenty-elght before he ma;ried. I vas twenty»bix before I married..
1y Did your brothers work in the nines?

GOLDBERCS One was & blacksmith, and the other one, vas & biacksmiﬁh's
helpexr, hut:they started iﬁ fhe mines, Uy oldest brother couldn't got a
rusﬁling ca&d, and Hother had fo sign for him, He was sixteen,

Hils ‘hy wouldn't thoey give hin a eard?

. CGOLIBERG: Because he wasn't of age, and they wouldn't allow him. hothef
had to sign for him with herrpermission.

MMg When did she start working at Riipi‘s?

GOLDBERGs Hother went to Rilpi's boarding house in 1944,

t1y Had she worked in several boarding houses before that? -

COLDBERG: Oh, yes, she had worked at the Belmont House for & long
time undar.éwd'differant owners, and then she worked at the Kingston House,
she worked at the éentral House., She worked at one ihat was called

"} Akl r
uuominen = U%ehhddaﬁ&un hosrding houses within. two or threo hlocks.
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o F‘ﬁ.ve of ther was kind of in a trlangle, even, énd Mothex worked in them for
a long tine, \

¥y Why did she move fi*om house to kiowse?

COLABERGs One lady wanted Hother véry, very bad, lirs, Suomlnen wanted
Nother to work fox' he’r' and Mokther did go fox ﬁer. For some reason Or other,
iy nothor ses nc’l o ba ha.ppier woz.king at the. Belmon-t House, She worked foi
ber for many, ANy years, Aund then, of sc:urse, Hother went into business
for hergelf theny she van her own bhoaniing house,

My Whero was that? |

| GOLOBERG: That was 'on Broadway, ‘That was in what they called the

~ Kingston House, | .

[{i5F) Did sho give that up?

GOLUBERGY She gave that up after, « + « Goodness sakes, Hother was
setting up in years, or we thought it was up in years at the time, [Laughter]l
She went to the Kir;gston House, and she was there a good nunber of years, I
know 1c;ng after We Wors mexried, And then she went to Riipi's because “ys.
Rilpi was siclk, and she worked for s, Riipi.l Then when [rs, Rilpl pasued
aneY g Tiéfher ‘woolk 4'!:he leasa, And‘raiothér got out in the bést of time, It |
Has when things sta.i‘té:‘ to change.a lot here lin Butte, It seened like we
got'more gtaady fanilies and less of the floating population, so. there wagn't
“really ‘ilihoddemarr}. fo:;- Poa:cding houses anymore,

Hile What tine i-rotﬁ,{i 1‘;!'113’ have béen’?

GOLIRIRG s That t-:.ou'.Ld be i;n lote 48 and *h9, this changeover came, really.
Ani those that did remain really didn't make a,hything. tione of 'them?
flourished really, haﬁly, after thé-b. Aftor 1950, I don't think there
was hardly o boacding hovse except the lazel Houée, and that was wun &

© 1ittle bit nore like a dining roon,
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fity I kan a0ross s artiole, and it would have been before your moﬁher
wopkad thev-e, but naybe s‘w Imew. I the “E;lr'iiirties, there were éo:ﬁe bosiding
housesz, that vero de.gigaa%ed ag rell e:-." hou,ses‘s’ , .

GOLIB! ‘%s Yes, they did, they %.urned "&hem oVeLr, - Dm:'ing the De‘pxessrion
yaars, they 'hurneii“ﬁhis over and the welf‘arga allowed th"emrin; they got food, .
Riipito ‘zx:éz;ﬁ one of '{j,hezn{ they veed 'izhe place for cooking, and Nr, Rilipi was
more than glad to, He {,g;)t 80 nﬁmh ':E‘Qr his leasing 4% out to them,

My Did the nen who ate thers have to work these ai well? .

GOLTIERGY Jome of them did, but the welfare deparitment allowed for
& 0ok %0 be 'thém to caof: ﬂ“aa :’é’ooﬁ. and *a’ouf:‘i‘,‘ But the men 444 do a lot
of le gleaning and the dmhwashing and stuff Like that, which was really.
no more than xight, and I surpyose they got, mayhe a mininum wage; T don't
know abont that, ‘

¥its I think that was one of the controversies for & whiley they weren't
getting ;pai(i.

GOLIBIRGs Yes,

Hilg ¥hat I had vead was tha‘t."rhey-olosed down l%iipi*s arl Bént HOMS
of the rolief people to the Hazel and the Sllver Lake, and they didn't
like it there sk all, - | '

GULOBIAG Ho.

- HHg Do you :z:emem“ber "a.lnyf.hing é.'bout that?

GOLODIRGE T ﬂairﬁi a lob of 1t was,in the preparation o:f food, or whethor
it was neerw‘ae this certain buneh of pequ.e alusys 1ived within the arvea of.

Ri..tpi 'fa, a,ltlwug;n the Hazel Houme was not that far s.way. Bub I think a lot

of it was. in the prepamuion of the .Lood.. And I wowldn't bo a bli suxpriseds

maybo [ Hl i wanbed o Litile bl moxwe Tor his lease than the Sﬂv&r Iake,

Thoy were way older bdulldings, and thelr facilitles were not that @ood; that's
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for zuno, ,

1ife Ho o;«iixirzrily the people who had bgen working in the house, like
the :\r?egulaz* waltresses a,hci cooks, would they have remin.ffsd .when Mee Rilpd
16&9&1 his hom-* e to {;he welfase depé??tment?

GOLIERG: Ho, they cl:l.dn"t. get to stay on. Buf you undexsitand, at ’thei“u
tine nothing was wndonized anongst the hoanding houses, There was no union |
gaale Ln 'b!.ie hoarding hows'ea, ov no union wages or hours even at ’tha;h ﬁima.

o7 T thought that by thet tine they were all organiged into the
Homen's Protective Union,

~ GOLDBLRGY Ho.

14 Did your mother ever belong to the und.on?

GOLDBJ{G: Oh, yes, ny nm‘hher helonged 'to the union. fother gotb her
izt untor coxt when she worked fox what was consideved Hudzow 's(?) (‘mill.
| wnioh was run here by Ausi;rian people, Mother got that Jus’r. bgfore the
Depression hit, and 'bhe;t‘a'her £irat unlon job. That was 1n t29, T think,

My S0 she hed heen vorking for é;béut nine years before that then, |

COTAMBERCGs Ch,e yes, She worked at the Gla;reﬁce Bogad ing I{ous‘se for quite
some tine, That was hea:c- f’ir% ventum ‘E.m';o 8 boa.rdim house.

Hits ‘That'o interesting, becausa what I had read was that one of the
main oins of the Women's Protective Ur'a.i,on was 4o o:.vganitae the women who
worked in boarding houses and protect theml | |

GOLDBERG: Well, they did, Tt must have coﬁe later, in the thirties
sometiie, whon they finally unionized them, because there was no unlon in
the boaxnding hov_ée:é when Hother worked, And T know Hother's fixst union
Job was in fadzow Grill, and that wes 1 1629, And T know then they filed
i)ank_tupio;m heopuse then the Depression ‘nﬁ{{an,iﬁo hit he.‘-:fe. And X think

| ) . .
'hh-{?_’"i}(}‘cﬁf.t‘(.'}.::;xa.g‘..h@llﬁ[ﬁ& ove ohout the last ones 1o actually be unionizmed, I
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think your restanrants uptown were unionized long before,

MM Yhat was 1t about the boarding houses that nade then hayder to
énionize? '

GOLUBERGs I don‘t evon reoall that the union‘ever pressed them very
haxd, because at one time the menunand ﬁhey vere o majority of Finns-=but
‘you oou.ld, belong to 1t, and Lt was called a Voimala Club, That neans
"strength;“.and that would be strength in nunbers, They atarted theiy own,
which, Hotﬁér took over later from:the Kingston House, was where the Voimala -
(Lub #as. These men all paid ac&ording to what thelr expenses Were, They
paid thelr board accordingly, bec&use they figured they vas gettﬂng better
food, They coul& buy better food, and they did. Hobody was excluded from
it that wanted to, It meant you pald a‘little bit more for your neals, and
of course they paid the women, I think actually there was no union then,
gud I think the women were ﬁaid even o little bit botter than the xun of
the nill with the boarding houses, o | \

A it} Do you remembox offhand how much your mothexr would have nade when
éhe first started working?

GOLﬁBERGe Yesg' Hy mother made fifteen dollars a wegk, because she '
was cunsideréd to be a litile bit nore than a diﬁhwasher. And thon I san
remembor when it went to $17.50 for her.- e ate wiﬁh Hré._JaQKSOn in the
Belmnont House; whioch was xight across from {he Bilver Lake, lirs, Jackson
waé_veﬁy goodhearted, She wanted us to eal, our meals there, and there was\
no charge, and this is thoe way most of them wewre, But us kids got awfully |
tired of eating in thé‘boamding house, Of coursge, we lived on the east side,

and ﬁoing uﬁ to the Belmont House wag quite a run for us at nconbime, Bub
Hothon gonerally worked fxom six in the nOTning unt¢1 two, or whenever she

goﬁ through, . Sometimes she' had to go in at four, because everything wes
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fived wiﬁh coal, and you had to heat them bip stoves first.

Wiy Uh&$ was it Like when you went for your meals in the boaxdinp
houses? How wera they set up? _ ;

COLDBIRGY T4 was famdly style. Youw breakfast was short oxder, just
1ike anything élﬁeg yéu ordered anything you wank, But your noon meal, it
was potatoes, and it would have stew, but thore was always one fried meat at
noontime, It would either be steak or livemw, I even niatook liver one tinme
for steak, | _ |

M [Lauyht&rj You weren't a liver lover?

COTIBERG s nd’ T didn‘t like ity Your frult was always on tha t&ble,
and all the milk you wanted to drink, and your bread amd your buttor. Bul
uﬁ.éhiiéren nover ate sl the tableé with men, There was o litile table on
the side,lﬂnd ve would always sit there, and we always managed to come

- elther before thelyr busy time or afﬁ@r it had kind of Blowed up. When we
were snoller we didn't‘want to be undexfooty sother didn't Wanﬁ it that WaY .
But she never ever charged tother for meals,

ity Hexo there other children that ate in the boarding house?

GOLOBERGY Oh, ves, lots of mothers that worked and a lot of women
that their childrens .« « o« Yes, If it was within walking distance for then.
Down on the east side i% wasn't unusuel at all. lyen after I Wog grown up

- worked uptowh, I uged to eat in the boarding house, 100, becgusé Ho%her
worked eut énd 1t vas easier for me to ga-up'ﬁhere and have breakfast, and.
you céul& aome back and have dinner, But I liked the atnosphere of o boarding
house, i suéss It was differvent fox & glrl, neybe, because tho nen weve

| VOXY £enorous, and T was Little, and 1t would be payday, and it was alvays
a quarter, 1* was 196y rean, and % wguﬂé‘come the holidays they alweys
had o Little paohage xor you, I liked 1t, and it's so dlffevent from eaxly

days, Sundays; nen were dressed up in thelr sulis and white shirtg, and they
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sey owbetdsl tatid 2, :maeuiing the popens and gtuff, It wa.sh”c the casual
drans you h&w}je novadays, | Uhen thay came home fxon ;mrk, Cthey looked anything
ah gosd in heir . . . | | |

By %«’ov.fl._(i thcay cone :ri;;;%rt into tho hoaxding house fron the mirlle;.s, or
woula the zot olesnsd up fivet? | |

GOTIRERCS In the il nes Fou had ss'%mm:e POOUS 4 -‘ﬂ:*e’y could 33.#@,3{3 olean Upe
But there was always a few that Liked to be 53:‘955@:1 3 15.%1@ bit nore than
ju"s-i; in thelr overalls, %}@ bj.b overalls was very pcrpu_.ar in then days, You
wers dre‘au% op ET Jou had a ;pge,lr of hlh overslls arnl a whi.te shirt, of a -
wesldiay, \

iy Yere thewe many single wonen that worked in 't.oxm and ate at {ha
boarding hov.s;%-?

CGOLDIRG Mot & Lot off ihuu, but thewe vas a.lwa:ys a fows j?’i; seened
| 11&@ woat of the wouen that worked :’an eaxily clays woro alwa.y& sonebody
'ﬁh&ya oither camo £ron 1¢Jnland, willing to work hard ard work i‘c:a;‘ a little
nonay, which vias guite comaon, bub in the forties the wonen Horked,, ad

olten thelw husband  ate  thece, lé}specially if there was no

‘children ot hous, they would have thelr megls there, .

My Vould the women end men'si'h at the same ta,b‘.l.és?

COLUBERT Y Ohy yrss,, and at R3 .c.pi’s S‘xmrlcx.ys wes & b‘i{r ﬁhiu

Mty YVhat oy thal 1*1&3‘? |

GOUIMBENG: Veld, ;-nm:r: Sum‘my dinnexr Qas gquite a speclaldy at Rilpl "s.
We had overyioly, Dw. Grousy(?) wes one of our very best customers on a
Sundeys It wouldn*t be sluming, because thewe was no slwmdng done thowe,
but we had o eross-seebion of pecvi)le. There was those that wos wealthy,
and yob thoy weally dld put oub a rebl wWoscy dinaei, 1l

Tty What wowdd the dlmer bo?

(_;()Lﬂ}si'im('i‘a Chicken would alwsys be, and thore was a



Goldberg 15

to eot, And thove was rnashéd potatoes, and thexe wes roas"r{ and there was
youy loe crean and your cake, and fruit and all the mij.k you wa.nuecl and all
the butbtermilk you wonted, and all the bhread snd the but»ex* You halped
youmel:ﬁ'.- Thoy k(—)p‘t. noving 1t off the t&:.bles. + They were big tables, ‘amd_ 83 -
goon as tho dishes wore empby--1t was dono family stylew.e efilled and brought
back in asain, And coffee, I don't ever recall’ a,nwmd.y ever asking for ‘tea_;
I*n svre they dicm’%. They hati toa for the men in thelr buckets, but I don't
ever recall \ anybody hoving ten when I worked with Hother at the boaxrding house,
lI uéed to 1ike the ngon meal, becsuse that was always a%‘ﬁoonﬁime on Sundaﬁe
Thet vwas pork ohiops and French toast. ‘Ihey would sexve French toast ab |
noontine for & lot of people, and homenode ples, | |
My Yere -hl;a neals set at cortein times? |
(ﬁOLDﬁERG: Yes, Your breakfpst was from slx to nine_, and youxr noon
meal, p'enamliy ;,.?"é,n from tWelve wntil one-thirty, and dinner was from Tour
Cundil ﬁpveﬂ,
i1y In the cocokbook, theéy had mentioned that they would put ou+
- evening B)mhk.ss‘?
GOLDBERGS .Ohy yes, this is wh s,aid.c This is the one for the men
c'om_ing off at two o cu.oak, |
Wiy Waignh shATh, _ A K
(:OLEBL‘h(:s Thoy would cone .’m: and there was all ‘the cold cuts, and
what we ua,l.!.ed ﬁ}}xgﬁ L ek would be something like what you would.
oall yogust on Glabbor wilk, And that wes & big thing with o 1ot of different
na;hi&mli'hﬂ.es,%;b&'hl really liked 3%, That was ab ﬁﬁo o'clock, and thon
breakfast vigs served agolin at 8ix in the morning, | And aj.ﬁays in any
boaxding houss; you covwld go in any tine of {he dey é,nd have coffee, ‘The

coffee was there all the tine. They had a it stle table on the side, and there
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would ‘pé« calza; or there was aomé'bbine; dike Helba toast. ‘The fimlsh peéple
called 4t skorpers(?)s it was & dxy 088, |
15t ho’srs did people pay? Did they have neal tickets?
GOLDBLRM Ko, you paid by the week ox you paid by the days When F‘o{',her '

worked at the Be].mont. House, I can remember the sign on there, It sald + 4 %
BEGTH TAPE I SIDB IT

T patat,

GOLDBERGs i\i@épaﬁ.@ by the wesk, It was seven dollans, which wus
iroa.lly cheap, And the xooms upstalis wers three dollers a weok in Jr,he
la*i;e twenbles., low up ab Bolmont House they a1d no% have {:his aftor o
o'telock ot all, |

Mg That I:-;as only in the Finnish o + »

COLUBERGs Well, lxs, Joackson was Finnish, but she hsxl a different
‘c.ype-). She had Finnish people, bub she had a Lot of other, The Silver
Take was aam% 'the streot, and the Gg@;n House was just above & block.
None of the three of them had thls two otolock + [Laughter] And
whon they did have 1%, 1% wasn'® only the ninexs comning home from wc)rk.
that had this. The guys fﬁom_the bai'ss«lmthe baxr had closad, you know--and
they wonld swémh in and eat, |

| ity DAd your mother ever not want you to hang around the bor—.mis.ng;
houses becsuse naybe theve Were rou,{fh characiors?

| GOLIMERGs Ho, L d.on"t think Hother evex felt tha.t Way, ”becau:ae *they
weren't tho type of people in them days, T nean they were vexry frlendly,
and nohody evew wéulti nake an;v'.. s+ o T heaxd, . ., L could nane any

kind of mwéaring woxd from the bottonm cleax to the top., Itve heaxd 1t all,
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!-ﬁfis‘ [:Laughﬁer]

© COTDBERG s Anri this would be just nob i"mm anything ekse but péople
(hfiln}{inﬁ: you kaow, .t-f.a‘(:fther dida't wan‘p e han{gihg around’ the sithbling roon
wﬁ.‘%‘ﬁ the men An the sitting roomy wo oane and we wont, They would be
sitting ontsldeo on o honch, 2id I 7wm:.1d go by, and on pa.ﬁrda,y ’c,ihey alMays
had o quarter, And of couvse, my brothors liked that, because then we
could o to *the_shoﬁ’." ; .‘ | ; |

Hite Would thoy not give it 4o your' brother, they’d just give it to
you’? . '

GOTLIGITRGe Mo ‘

1 So they would have a dinﬁ.ng voon and a sltbing OO, ‘

CORDBITG: Aluays o dining Toom end: o stall-aitting room, And the
| Belnont House hed 8 1ittle bonch outside; men used to ol ar}d oongresate
{h@r«a. in the swmertine, And Rii})ﬁ.'ﬁ. had one; 100, Riii)i‘s was o, 1ittle |
bt big:;ge:zr. They aluways had a sﬂ.%imgl 1OOn wi'th 11me§papers, Mon used
to épen«ﬁ $ime siﬁ;ingih ’%;he;:‘(}* |

My B0 T puess %:‘o;r: the s:lnéle wen that i—msl the closest they got 'i:ﬁ
a fmaily«%y‘pé setting, |

| COLTRRRGY Actvally, yes, 44 is the closest thet they had, You hear

o1l kinds of little sterles, T used to hear some ‘c,-uta ones, Some Finnish
peoplay « » « The foreigﬁem never apoke {00 weli, and this oné 1i%tle
3:‘6110*:? used to %15, o ney "You, know, thave's .ﬁré lagses of IMinlanders,
" There's the bhigh lasg and tho low lass, You can ’r,efli by my‘ consersation
uha{;.lam. I beléng to." -

AT [:Lav@'borj ,

GOTEERG T Hoa veed 4o fa.lz»ra.ys; tell that Tittle s%o:r:;v" to ma, and I used
to laugh, MWt vony %gooﬁheam%exi and very honeat, 7Thero wés very fe}: voaldys o0 o

And Mobther done yeal well. lothor got herself on her feet when she run
] {’) N
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B

Ridpitay 1% set her on her feal't. It took.ﬂare.of her in her late years

and stuff, During the Wex we got a Lot of soldlers thit wero let go to

work in the wines hecnuse of the coppor industry, o we had an axful Lob

of young people, and it was really quite young, We hé.d & lot of Pernsylvania |
niners he:eé, youns *r”n'l‘iom . And they 'sa"’oayed whon 1t was all over, I liked
1%, Of course, I lived on tho east slde 211, ny 11:?@,- down amohgat the
boaxding houses, And T know you nevex éver had to be afxaid to walk

anwhem; You'd ‘nost all Kinds of dmunks walking down the stweet, but

robody ever hothered Yo, ’

Yy Woe oluays héar abovt how the men in the West trented the women
with .p:eeat raspebt. ‘

GOLTMERG ¢ g%ey-;:ez% vexy good, And of c:mrcaé, eaxiier &ays, you Just
C didn*t see 2 wonan in o saloon,; which wos rexe, mx-c;,aml then, of courss,
by the time the fordies come you would sée some of them, In ea-r.lyl d&ys
hootlerging wos ﬂourﬂ.éhing, 100, |

Mg I*faséhg:ﬁ pratty mich oud in *'c‘m 01;%3:1 heve?

GOTNBERGs Oh, yes, thoy done 1t pretty much out in the opon, TIt.
seomed 11ko am:ej other houss had mmeb@y vho vas bootlegging, Some sold
the Jiiqv.ﬁr in thelr house, ond sone sold 4%t by bottles. You went to the
deayr and you got your hobtle, and that-was At, And they didn*t want you
in, Thove was o lot of them, but & lot of then hed then at home, Sush
peoﬁle An and out and ;‘naicinglmarx:xr. fingle nen p;crl,ﬁg in and ovn, You
didn'% Find the narwled people nixlag with it. | /

¥y You £aid the chapge sosmed +o nome about in the forties?

GGLDI}‘Q}T%Ce Tn the forbies, 1t scemed like, vers ,

Ly Bt up R111 dhen, wes the toun predonivantly still single men?

COLIMG s Prodowinantly single wenl, And of cowrse ganbling was wide

open here, It was nover legelized here, but thoy ganbled ovorywhere,

v



Goldberg 19

!
b H

Hie So the polioce weally 'k:’!..ml' of shut thelr eyes,.
COLDBERG: Oh, sume, thoy shub their eyes to it, and shub their eyes
: ’ : ‘

to the clouing hovur, Yov, Woxe gmjpposed %o be closed at iwo ofclock, bub
that wasn't hold to becau:se the Reawd of Trade and the Crown Bar and the
Vi oand 1 and all of then just & 'uaya& open all houra, And ganbling ves novor
“hid; it was done in the open,

s On holldays, wowld -l;?héme he speolal neals and celobrations in
the boaxding houscs? |

COLIMIEG Ou, yes,. Ghrisﬁxwfss’alﬁe was b gread time for the Finnish
péople to have lotefisk, | (

tr’a‘*z fThotts that? ,

LOT DRt It'i‘s a dwisd :I“‘ﬂ.sh, ‘ I'{'.'B Tuted, . It looks like efodf:lsh, for
ono thing, and they have Lt in a owean gravy. T never wanted any of i,
I didn't 1ike the smell of L6, i?su’b ‘i;hait tas vexy populaxy 1t would be
.a,boui Chrlistnas Bve ﬂm they would have the lutefick, Aund we had many
i Irishm&n.%ook luteflsk In his bucked o work, many of them, And they
even tmﬁr 14 homo o thelr xomi hn §OMG Find of a contalner, And Christbiss
\i'iél.fi alyays the "c.:l.s'ne for youy ‘i'.lmfz?zey and your ‘eranborries and your pumpkin |
pws. Tt wos all very Testive and was voxy nuch in demand, I nean & 1ot
‘o;’f people cang and ate Thanksglving dlnnec. They czﬁ dn*t oven fix 1% at
home; and ’ohéj eane with ‘hhe:i:rl fs;nﬂ.li.es,

Mg Vere 1,110':"9 spnclal Plonish Lol Ldays that weno colebrated?

GOTUGEG0: Hos 1 cantd chphtly think of, 5 » » The only Panish holiday
tothen ever talked a lob rﬁ"w @ T nevor know the }“"’Lmzmh people to do
" anything nuch abort Lpenng %-Iifi.swm:xer*.: Day, whish ffaca 8 g;;rma da,y in
Flalasxt for the feaniirevion ,c*oumf" I teke that 1 o, ~ Thoy did used

ﬁ)uom;
to have one big holl -.”* iy out at Lake M@E’eﬁ; thatts out whera the countxy



Goldherg 20

club 16 now,  Thone weg & big paa*k oub Lhero, and the qﬁgeetcam used to
go out theve, And tha:j%, nust have been what thay _éorrﬂicl.eﬁ:eﬂ Fidawmmer's
Doy feativelz. Dub I vas Little, | T eanth wone oz thew dolag that. sven
afbar T sob to hs bent ow fwolve yeans old 1, And ':;‘f*:em wa had vhat we oalled
the Finnish Hall, f»fh:i_ehrnaﬂ a eropgeseatlon 'w“'s"t w wiEh Pinndsh :Qs-%opie.
ch edther helongel 1o o 0"*11*0}1 o you bolonged W0 “n., grotp of peoplo,
a,iud we always colled them If'-'hhlﬁcu, Wy mo-dimr did, ‘J.'n.m;fr irgea T, Industrlel
Yorkews of the ?.a’t}:::iiid, They would have big dolngs alueys lor Christnas, /
There would always he o (‘h*r:ﬁ stnos play for chlldwen and & dance nftemiords,
and ‘then i;ha"fe was pxosems for all the childwen, Hothor nover approved of
é.i: too much, |
i DA she nob support the Wobhlies much?
GOT:ﬁB’ESI( y Ho, she didn' ] u.en'}.l;;f She'd Leb ws go o the plays
.heeauSG rhnj were put ong 81l the ploys were In "‘mmfsh.
s What kim}. of ploys wore they?
GOLIT}W.’I\G{; 'I“he ong I renenber bgs"c- off all vas ",hc show of the Volga
Boatnen,
i «"za Iéﬁ*:&'%; was :l'i} about? : - ' )
GOLIBERG: You Imcw, thera s always beon such & conilict with the
Tomish and the Russions, It wes actually avoub thal ;.fs"; anse  They were
)
the "Reds®, and lothex didn't think 1% was fsor-el}mw we should go to,
but it wes very well pub.on, and the sotows, I uhaufn:;,, WORe VXY, very
goods As & :»*f:arﬂomher, a9 o ehild T ‘%‘,hm}{ﬁ'!h 1% wes vesily wontorfiul, Pule Y e s
(rheng. the lormr«ulaﬁs, pouple were slmost Lilke slaves, Ungy hed Litile o nothings
they vmzf:e.bein{s; domineared by the Russlaon peoplo, | i
foOiMg So “che p’!,ayb would have some kind of polltical . 4 |

(sOI'.DJ;hI{Im It would Sy wﬁ:},aly e m‘} ttieal, Ch, § soon o Pewy I
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sitess, that were kind of mayboe a 1itile bit of a love gtory, but I think

in the baokground'always thexe Wns this political conflict., And they would
hove thelr play, and %ﬁen there wbu;d be & dande, and there was:alﬁays a
coffee hour'downstairs.iand_%hat was set up with all kinde of; o o ¢ At
Ghrisﬁmasﬁime,*%ﬁﬁfﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁaﬁﬁiaﬁ wo oalled thelr honemade biseult would be

on %ha tahle, and your cake and. your cookies all the tine, anﬂ dish of
candyo

iy Uam a Lot of ‘the P’imriah p@o:p“le supportors of the Hobhlies?

. COLUBERGs More so than chuwoh people. We had less ohureh people.
Aotuslly, I would sey the majority of the people wero Ewobbliealsupport@rs“,‘

]
And’that Was oonsidexéd, I would have to say, like the nan who Lo the
vhigh lass," you knod. | | _
By I had heard that at least one of tﬁe Pinnish Jhurchés in town‘wasﬂ
very soclalist-oriented, or m@ybe 14 was the Minnish Hall instead,'
| GOLDBERG: The Finnish Hall, Because we oﬂly had ona little Finnish
" church heie, is all, It had to be the Finnish Hall, and {ha% Was Very,
_ vgryfsocialistic. Ly brother aiways called them Yobbliesy he said. 
."They°xe ffobblies, " '

| - lilig How dld he fesl about them?

GOLDB‘RPs He dldn't like 1% either. The only thing; they acceplied
aaikids fine, because theve was no father on oux paih to Intexfere wit%
anything or what thelr feelings were, Jother didn't approve, and they
- knew Mother didn't approve, but dldn't care, She worked for then 1h tha
boarding house, They're the ones that had this group of men that started
the boaxding house and pald 80 - muchs- |

M3 Oh, those were soeialiéﬁs?
GOLIBERG Oh, yes, they were more again gocialists, 1'd say the

najority of our Minnish people wece, and [ don't know how come, Sometimes
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I ihihk maybe in Finland, the samne as sweden, the church wos [reaponsible].
Tt was compulsoxy, You didn*t finlsh achool without'making a confixmation,
You couldn't go on shead in school. That was a uste B

My So do you think that tﬁialﬁas a reaction %5 that?

GOLDBERG ¢ i think go., I think & lot of people that came here,
ospecially anongst the menfolks, resontod’ this, naybe,

MMy D4 a lot of the Finnish people that came to Butte cone fyom the

mines in fitchigen? '

GOLIBERGy Yes, & lot of them came from the iron minés. Now Ho%ber
came into the Unlted States tﬁrough Ganada."she cana dﬁwn through'gault
9%e, Marle. But she went to the iron oxe country, and there was a very,
very blg majority of the peopi; came into hontana fron Michigan, I know
of a few families that came into Boston, but they didn*i stay ‘there long.

.Must have come here by word of mouth or somebody told them, beoause they
- didn't stay there too long. |
iy Did you £ind yourself symp&thetie to the soci&l*st pOIitics?

GOLDBERG 3 No.fjl went_With all the kids that went to it, Tliother
insisted that ve go'to church and we go to Sunday sehool,.and 34 was all
in Fiﬁnishl T made ny confirmation in Finnish, which was different. |

Hothor insisted on it. And some of the kids kind of razged you a llttle
| bit, but cone Sﬁnﬁay you went to Sunday school, and there was ﬂo and, if,
or but about it.
cl.An o
title But most of the peopla in town weu%élgo to the church?

}QLDBER&e No. That's why the Finnish people:oouldn't support a

chuvch., Theix churehljust fell-by the wayside, They just could not

support & church here, And of course, predoninantly the Fihn;Sh people

are Iutherans, but then in 1ater yeans & 1ittle Finnisn churoh cane here
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that was Pentecos{al. Yhen we had no Imtheran church, the Finnish people
'ﬁent'to the ?en@ecdstai shurch, They took it over, And T guess 1t's known
heia uith oux Iutherans, It was élways understood, there was the Flnnish
Luiheran;\the Swedish Imtheran, the Noxweglan Lutﬁeran. the Garman Lutheran
ohufches, They Wwere alwayé by theinationality, Ard most of tﬁeﬁ-churcﬁas
all spoke,»yeérs ago, the two 1anguage$ in chuxchy one service was in
Finniéh; and ong would be in Enélish} and vioe veras, The sane way up
at St. Lowrence, Reverend Huﬁelof(?) spoke in Cerman, And when.we 1o
1onger had a Winnish qhurﬂhnﬂthere was o spell there wasn't any--Reverend
Hudelof was German, and so a lot of the F;nnish people went to the Gernan
Lutheren Church, And when he eénducﬁed funeralgg heiwould say the Lord's
Prayer in Finnish, but it was very German, ’

Ml g ELax;rghteﬂ \

GOLDBERG ¢ Bﬁt he done quite well., Thaf was a-Sunday thing here with
Finnish peoplef was funérals vere held on Sundays. That was a big to—@o.
Bverybody éent‘fo a funeral. |

Hia Hefewﬁhey burled infona'partiéulér cemotery?

GOLDBERG: No, there isn;t any one particular. Years ago Mount
Mordah, belng the bldest genetery, naturaily they were there, but then
aftor Vountein View, why, they went to tiountain View, Then of course
your Catholic cemeteries were separate,

Hidg Would there be any kind of feasts, like I know the Irish had
these notoridus wakes,

GOLDBEHGiéﬂo. they didn't have that.\

(larence Goldbergs Those were ihe.good old days, wasn't they?

_GOLDnERGa'GIarenoe's father could tell you about the Irigh funerals,
They used to whip their horses comling back to see who'could get to Cody's
tavern ﬁheifﬁsﬁ@st. &_
GLARENGE COLDBERG: That thing's still going, too,(?)
'GOLOBERGs Yes, ‘

CLATENCE COLDBERG: There Wwere some houses that weren®t Flunlsh boaxding
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houses, There Wers quite a few othors, too, you know.
. GOLDBERG) Oh, yes, that's what I sald, tho Goqmon
CLARENCE GOLDBERG: What about 'Haaé]. House? . |
 ({0LDBERGt Hazel House #a& "Mnnigh, @ncl 1t was o liﬁie bit of
evorything, 'Different people had . 4 3 |
 GLARSYOE GOLDBIRGt T Sold milk to the Hazel House.
GOL]ﬁBERGa I think they vere I"ii.ﬁnesota people,
CLARENCE GOLDBERG3 They were relatel to some of them dairy I;eople
o/ tha:h;'-s related to that woman uhd works in the Metals Dank, I call her
one of tur shirbtail cousins, -
COLDBERGs You mesn the Mengens? | ‘.
CLARENGE GOLDBERGt Yes, Hengens, |
\
COLDBHHGs They're Ttallan,
: f’r!?&i I know the Itelians run a lot of the vestauranis,

" GOLDBERGY Yes, E

- ' ‘ ’ - (GacvIon
OGLARENGER COLDBERG: Then way up on North iMein, the Gonyan House.

‘(}()LDBERGs‘ That was,i:hé Trish, Thet was the Harringtons; Harringtons had
the (%%%?House.‘ “
CLARENGE GOLDBERG And the Big 'Sh@ 7 that's long before,
GOLDBERG: Oh, that's lor#; bhafore,
CLAREICE GOLUBERCs A little of evexything,
COLDBIRGS They cane £xon Treland o o o |
CLARENGE GOLDBERGH lother bought then threswguarter bsds from the
Bip Ship'. | 4 | |
COLIBIERG: They come £ron Iveland to the Big Ship.
OLARRNGE COLDBERG: That's all thej t0ld the people on the road

botween Ireland and here, thoy were going to the Big Ship, and they knew
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whexe %hey were going,
* 1y [Lavghter]
GOI&)BI?«RG: That's all it took. i
rm. Now the Haxwingtons, didn't they also run the I;ullen House later?
' COLIBERGs The Mullen House, y_es. |
Iy Just one move questlon about this soclalist things did the Finns
bealong tb the Sosclalist Pa.aéty,:, or did they Jjust cénslider thenselves
soei&lists‘? | |
OlaﬁBL:R(‘s T think they muat have been bocialisi;s, becauae they
aotua:}.ly‘ belonged to what "chey called Industrlal Vorkeras of the Uorlcl, tho
TWW ..
e Now that w:oulrl ha,vé been quite late, You cawe here in 1920,
and they weve still }ha.ving the pla#ya Later on. ' _
GOI)DBER 1§ Ohy yeé, The Finnish Hall, the IuW workers hall,, s .oh‘, mys
I don't know how nlc?f"l' was, and ’cha.t was still golog, |
1iiTs Hhem vas that 100&'&&{1? | |
COLDBIERGs That was on Noxth wyoming, a‘bou*o vhere the Capri Hotel is.
Ard the Belmont House and Silver lake wexe just west of it, on tovanrds . o o -

wishotf WAL
Mg e &&w?ﬂmse bu:ldmgsﬁ) 51111 there.

(xOI.«DZBIJH{Gs And of couxgge the pay office vias right there by the
Belmonth House and the Silver Iake, and pécrple Wexe pald by éa.sh then,
Plek out -théﬂ..:é eﬁvelope, and it wes cash mdney in therep it wasn't a check,
Anz:i envelopes were everywhera, |
| Mg Did you start helping yoﬁr rother out in the boarding house?
“GOLDBERGs T did when r-'iotl'l@:r" took over Rilpi's, j
1M Heow old were you then?

("OI;DEIJMA T wag in uy earlv twen’aies. 1 had worked in: the weshanrants
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uptouite: ,
litis When did you staﬁ working?
© GOLMBERGs L worked for Iﬁo{;her when she had the Kingston House, I-
was eigh‘ﬁgen then, a.nd I #rai‘bgad table for tother, 'In the morning', the
‘ol eﬁd\bf brea,ki‘a.st'. .1' would take cg,xé' of breakfast when she would take
care of he*r- orders .

CLARENCE GOLDBERG: Ave you a,fo@{ ?

e Yes, ' |

OLARENGE GOLUBERG: How fax? -

o Quondy :
Mils I Live omegm;% Street, _
VGOLDBERCH Oh, well, we'll give you & ride hone whé‘n you're through,

Hilg Oh, thank you. | , . .

(‘OI:DBIRGs Oh, on goui‘}&s’ Isn*t there any'body up there who eoulcl tell
you & lot about boarding houses?
| Hity I've been tracking down people, I spoke %o one woman the other
day whose mother had xun & boarding house wp on g%%%%é% T $olked to hex
fox a long time on the phone, bub she was kind of busy.-, |

© OLARERCE GOL‘DB;IR&; Hox mothex*s name is In the F‘innish reclpe book.

COLIBERGs They had to put some‘hhing in thex-e, but they're not her
veoipes, They must have told you about the m.c';)rla.ndg that was up on gg‘gigs

i‘v}ﬁe T think i've soen a ploture of it, I Jjust got my tape reconder a
aonple of weeks ago, so I'n hunting up people to talk to.

GOLDBHERGY if)i;har worked: a;t thé Belment House with Hrs, Jacksong then
vira, Fowsey(?) took fi.% over, and she had a davghter Agnes Nanson, And
“then thé R:l.i,pis had o daughter Helen, They haﬁ'&:fha*_i:atheyﬁ;ualled g beauty
contest, but mostly it had to be popularity, and thaei was quite a competitive

thing here, They were both very pretiy gi;fls. And of course, Rilpi‘s
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heing the biggest boarding houaeg she got the most votes, and she won a
trip. /Vb('_ sho won & caxr, & coupé rvoadster. Now the other girl
still 1ives hera, Agnesy and her name is Kramers |

Iiilg Haybe I'1l tmy to find her,

GOLDBERGY Agnes Kramer, And her nother run the Belmont House aftar.
Hra, Jabkson h&d‘ita'and Agnes wag & vexy, very pretiy glrl, Buﬁ.she would:
know, | - y
HHE Let mo got hack tp you & 1ittle more, Dtd you go %hrough high
aethl hera'in Butte?

GOLDBERGs I went to the old Bubte High Sohool,

‘Mﬁa So then you started ﬁﬁrking after you graduated.

(OLDBERCY Yos,

Wiy What restaurant did you start in?
GOLDBERC; My.first.res%auranﬁ was Yoolworth's, They had a iunch |
‘aounter there, Then I worked for Frva, ‘Hilarvy, and her husband is the one

ﬁﬁaﬁ‘was tﬁe eook for the Big Ship at oné %ime. and then he had what was
Hilaxy's Bar and Reatauranﬁ, and I worked there for a number of yeara. And
“Sother did, %do, then in those yeéxs. Because bthat got to he unionizod and
union wages, I you woxked where theve was a bar and foqd both, the wages
vere higher than in just an oxdinamy reataurantf I started out at five
dollaxs a day when the union saale was three dollavs a day’
Iitg ¥ haﬁ year was thia? '
‘ GOLDBERGs This wowld bo in about 1934,
Hiy Did you have to bolong to the union?
GOLDBERGs Ohy yes, fhat‘s when I joined the unidn, é&ﬂ from Hilaxy,
Mg Did you ever go to unlon meetin&s?

COLDBthu You had to go to & unlon meeting years mgo, or pay & fins,
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How you @on{t have to, You Just pay your dues, so I don't go.

M3 [Laﬂghterj |

GOLDBERGs I didn't want to pay the fifty;cent fine, DBut no, I don't
go to unlon meetings., I soe Vél a lot;' I know'ﬁal,' But of cotrse she's
not up ab the unidn aﬁy.more either. she's r@%iréd, I think,

Mits She goes up %o the office in the afternoons, but she is retired,
So yourweren'% really active in the union at sll,

KGOLDBERGS No, I definitely bélieva in unions, I thinkiﬁhay have a.
‘place, but X think they overstep thelw bounds, $00.

Mis Did you find the union helpful in yov.r wo:rk’i‘

GOLDBERGE Oh, y@s.wéﬁ’ﬁhink i% was very pgood, because they ‘ecould have
you doing everything and anythina I know from Vother s experdence from
belng in the bearding house, thefe was no end to your ‘hours, You didn't
only wovk youxr hours, but overy so often the kitchen had to be washed down,
the kitchen walls was the only wall tha% was aoﬁually painted, and all Lh@
help had to plich in this agortelin night. And everybody would have thelr
buckets and‘wésh down the walls an@ sﬁuff in the boaxding houvse, That
changel with the uﬁioﬁ%. |

Bt Vere you aluays a walbtress?

GOLDBERG: T done waiﬁress work, and naw I've been workinp doan av
Matt's, and I do a Little bit of everythlng down in the kitchen. I hely
put up sandwiches, and I do dishes, I'm talking about caliine it cTowJ

this yeary I've been with Ha® about fifteen years now,

MMy Did you renein working after you got narried? . ‘
GOLHBERds I Asdn*t at first, but I went back to work. I meemed to
klnd of like it.l Glerence’s mother took care of ny son when he was little,

and so I went baék to goﬁk.

Mty How long were you not working? i
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 GOLIBERGs fiother was in the-boarding house when I was expecting
the Little fellow, apd T was working then, and then I Qidn't work
~ for about four years. The 1ittle fellow hated'the boaiding house, Bvery
tine we'd drive by thab place, he aaid, "T hate that plaoe,ﬁ because 1.
Has never home. Of aourse, Mother rurming the plaoe, I put in nmore tine
with héﬁ. and I took care of the books and was vavely home, That would be
seven days, too, | |

1MMs Did you like waltress work when you s%arted out?

GOLUBERG: I 1ike the peopley I like_being with paople. it hes its
ups and downs 1ike anything else,

MMy X think it must be a very haxd job phyaioally,

GOLDBERGs Well, yes., I think & Lot of your waltress work has changed.,
Thé b?arﬂing'houses yeaxrs ago. you carried the blg, huge platters, You di@n't
" have trays, You aidn't take them in on a trayj you just‘sﬁacked them on
your aym, .Nobcdy knows hetber than Val'Webstex; I guess; how that would
po. No, I don't think it's any differeﬁt than any other work, /

Iy Did yoﬁ ne#er Wan%'youf nother to teach you how to cook?

GOLDBERG 3 Mother'ﬁgaialiiffgfxséy to me, "You clean, and I'll cook,"
and so that was fine by ne, Ané I just nover scened to have the desive,
veally, for ccoking. And people would li”sqrally die [slc]] when I'd tell
them, "I have nevey fixed a turkey in my 1ife.“ Never.

- 1M [Laughter]

GOLDBERG: Because Mother done 1t all the uime, and Glarence's mother
did. Ané if 1 ever aqked tother how %o cook or something, I wanﬁed
measuxenenﬁs, and she couldn't tell noy She asyas, “Well, you can tell.
You can feel plecrust.” Olarenoe 3 mother made a beautiful plecrust, and

T said, "Well, Grendma, how much do you‘put?""”ﬁell. you know," says, “you
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can tell, Youscan fesl it." I says, "What am I supposed to feel?"

Mg ﬁLaughter] Oh; T can understand that,

GOLDBERG Oh, T 000k out of necessity and stuff.'.l can renmember when
you had to dxvam your oun turkey and your own chicken. dyew the insides oute
Ugh! In the boarding house, there was chlckens and turkeys to be cleaned |
and feathers to be ploked and plucked, I used o help mother with it,

Mg Did you used to pack buckets?

 GOLDBERGs Oh, tucketa! * Ohhh, buckets, Well.‘ we'd have to know
buckets, Fron early tines, there was %he olqgashioned~~and I don'%

Teriow - 4F you've ever seon’ bhemwmround bucket. And it has a little pie

- plate on top _ a licﬁle dish. Different men wanted different
sandwiche%, and of gourse. briday wos fish day, and it was e ma*ter Tox
remembefinﬁ Who didn’t aat meat’on Friday, It had to be cheese, or some
Hanted a jelly sandwich. i_cnuldn't seekthéi for a sandwich at no tine,

Or an egg or something, Yho had milk and who had butternilk and who hod
soffee. “ho had cream and no sugar or sugaw and oream. Ch, yes, we pub

- up buckets, J | | ) /
| g That must have been qulte a Job, , ‘

GOLDBERG; The biggest. job wes washing the dirty things.

Midg ELauéh%er]. Yould you- help But with that, too?

 QOTBEEG 3 Oh, yes, ycu;had to be ailit%le bit everywhere when Mothew
had i%.  You pliched 1n. ’ | _ '.

#iMs How msyy people would wofk, éﬁy,‘in Riipits when your nother
van the house? | ’

GOLIBIRG ¢ On one shift,‘yéu take the éiri that cane on at six o'clock
for breskfast. There would be a dlshwasher and s cook énd tﬁa waltresses, -

sometines three, deﬁending. because they had only a certain lenzth of tine
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t§ get to work, Then you had three and sometimes a fourth table, big |
1ong\tables thét men ate at., There was no Visitingldone much at the table,
beca@se everybody was iﬁ 8 hurxy to get ouﬁ.. liobher cooked ;n tbe morning,
bub another cook came on at eleven, And tﬁé‘dishwégher left at two, and’
another one cane then, And theré vas slways three waltresses at suppertime.
And then there was a 1ittle handyman, a little rouétabauﬁ‘man. Almost every
boaxrding house had one, We had Peberx, He used to go down and help peel
potatoes, and he'd go_swéep dut the men's sitting yoom and pick up the
'papers and empby the ashtrays, And there vas aplttoons that had to be
picked upé‘ He é%ayed there, and you‘paid him & 11ttlo bit, He would be
elad to do L4 and worked for his meals and stuff, And noke salt tags.
That's sonething else you had to have in thé hucket, You used to take a
1ittle plece of waxed paper, just a Llittle $iny square, and you made 8 li%tle
fannol. out of Lt; end you 711led 44 with salt fox the men's buckets. You
had to hane o 1ot of these made for each bucket, for. the men that wanted
galt in thetr bucket,

. 1My Vore rost of the wonen who worked as waltresses single?

GOLEBERG:.KO, T would say moat of then were maxried, We had two
1Little glxls th@t were singie who worked fox Hother, but the majorlty of

then were married. and the majority of them Wersa s o«
BEGIN TAPE II SIDE I

MM: o o o and marriedihare. Or + o »

GOLTBERGs Home were single and married here, I know of quite a feu
of them that were.. Some of them came up from Hyoming, cane from Rock
Sprlnga,'mining country, and wére-married down in Reek Springs, T know

several different fandlies, because it was minlng country, too, I think
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th@ na jority §f then #eée married, We did have some that oane in,T call
them later &ears,because it's times that T can remember,'%hat came from
Finland and were single and maﬁied. fof a fact. Oneof them worked for
tother, Amelis Kosky(?). And HelmQ,Vanman~~she isn't Vannan anymore; her
name is Jaokson-uHelmg,Jackson ran a boardlng house., I think she cane frow‘
Ganada and married here,

ﬁﬂ: Yasg it mostly woman who ran the boarding houses?

GOLDBERGS ﬁostly woyen. Now Hr. Riipi had a bar, but Hrs., Hiipi ran
the boarding house, For a faot, they had the boaxding house before ‘they
" had the bar, | |

Mty wOuid they be mostly married woment?

GOLDBERC) Marriled wonen, most of them, Mxs. Jacksén was narried for
the second time. | s

MMy Was that one of the best jobs that & woman could have in Butte?

GOLDBEHG: For a person coming here that was an immigrant, I would say
, jes, dofinitely it was one of the best‘places. I @on'ﬁ aay all, but the
majority of the Finnish people settled on the cast side, I have o very
good ”riend, for o fact Hother's very good friend from back east, never :

did settle on the east side, “They 1ived down by where the Butie High %chool
is and lived there practically all thelxr 11fe. She always done chambexmald
work; she 1iked it better, Gthe didn't want any part of the eatinn
conoession, and I don't think I would elther,
" WMy What otherikinds of jobs could women get in Butte?

COLDBERGs AL the time? I wonld say aﬁ auful lot of them was in

boaxding houses or working in the hotels doing chambermaid work, A lot
: y

of people worked for the families on the west side years ago. I did when

T was in high school, We worked 1in their homes after school cleaning, and
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éummertime.

Hity Did you take care of thelr children?

GOLDBERGs Oh, yes; you ook bare of children and took care of oleahing
and stuff, iy firéf Job wén #ith bﬁ. MePherson, That was ten dollaxs a
month, and you hed Sunday and Thursday afternoon off, ‘pr. MePherson had
Barbara énd Dong there was throe children. |

Mg How old were you then?

GOLDBPRG; I was aixteen.

MMs How many hours a day did you have ‘to work?

COLDBERG: You got up in the morning with them for breakfasttine, and
you worked untll dinner wes over. And.i; they went out in the evenlng,
weoll, then you were expected to atey with the children, |

_ My Oh, d1d you 1;ve inithe house? | | L - I

' GOLDBEﬁG: Ch, yes, with Dr, MoPhgrson‘I 1ived in, But I worked for
Dr.-Staples' mother'here. and then you didn't live in theré. I worked
for then, too, after achool and during the summertine. And that was
better; that was three dollars a week, You went in the morninb'gtenlne
otclock, but I was through at five or shortly after, whieh was better than
most of them, And the kids had to pltch in with dinner and dishes and
pick up the table, They were different; they insisted that the kids had
to take turns drying dishes and . o .

Mg Did Dr, MePherson's children ever help out?

GOLDBERG Ho, ‘

Mty Was 1t mostly imﬁigranﬁ'girls that worked?

/ GOLIBERGy Some of them wexe, Now 11ké'me._1 wag first generation here.
A lot of the young girls worked For them., But there were a 1otlof them,
Glarence's aunt and them, they worked fox people. There was o trunk

factory here; and they worked in thelr homes for ther, Worked for & lot
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of the Jewish people hers. Ve had quite a [1lot of] Jéwish families here,
which is almos£ extinot anymore heve, We don't have that mahy. |
‘ M4y DAid you feel there was 8 roal class diffeienbe? ‘

GOLDBERGs At that time, yes, 1 dld, DBut that is so&ething Itn really
happy-foralthat 1s a thing of the past, But therelwas definitely a class
dis%inctioﬁ even in high school, Bedause if you were from the east sidse,
you were from the east side, That was different From aomebgdy. s o s
Hell, my ﬁieces call it Snob Hill o;er there on the éégzkslde. because
they lived there, and when they mbéed there, she said, "IQ}S'Snob H;ll;"
And I think a lot of that has changed, |

MMy How would it be shown in high school?

GOLDBIRGs There were just éifferent classes. You weren't included
in any of thelr scolal activities or anything, It would be a rare day
that you would be invited to ahy‘tl;ing Lvhen] they had soclal functions at
home, But 1t seemed like we never cared to éross that Line an&way. ¥e
was happy on eur own ' [Laugﬁtsr] |

MM [Laugﬁterj Did you ever'reéeﬁt it, say when yoﬁ Here working
for these people? |

GOLDBERG No.'I dop't think I ever\resentgd.working for them; Fox
a faot, T liked working for Dr.lSﬁaples‘ mnother and dad very, very nuch.

- They wexe & weal Tfine family. They never, ever shﬁwed any difference.

I meah‘you were Just one éf them, You ate ﬁith fhem arcd, + +» « But there
Here g@xlfriends of mine that worked for Jewish families wﬁfra you just
knew yéur place, I mean you were beneath them, as simgie as tha%.

MMy Dié you tuxn over part of your salary to your?mother?

COLDBERCGY Oh, we brought all cur money home, Up uﬁtil the time I

was merwied, we did, We bought furniture for home and things fox lMotherw,

L
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and my brothers did, and we £inally got our first new car in 19&0.' We
had an old used car, UYe all pooled . + . | \

My Did yom knowyhow to drive?

GOLDBERGs Mo, but my brothoys did. Ny youngest brother was pretiy
good, He learned to dyive when he was quite young. He.used tblsit in
the cogl truck. A neighbor fellow drove tbe coal_ﬁagon. and he got to
go with Johnny Gels%rom(?) 211 the time,

‘Hﬁs S0 you pooled all your money?

'GOLDBEﬁGa We pooled our resources, and We had our first new cex in 1940,

M1 Thet must have‘been fun. Did you go on tripa? |

(QOLDBERGs Ch, yes, Hother mgde her Firat trip back east with our
firat secondhand ecar, which was a 1929'Ghevy. We bought 1t in the late
thirﬁ;es. Mother went back and saw her brother for the first time, I
was alnost eighteen yeaxs old then, '

Mity Back to Michigan?

éOLDBERG: Yeos,

Mty Did yqﬁ like that trip? | |

GOLDBIRGE Yes, 1t waS fun, WYe had a lot of fun, ‘his girlfriend that
I 8aid her meother was akchémhe?ﬁald»»sﬁe was jother's old friend--she was
from back in Ishpening, and she and hemjdéughter went with- us, He werso .
six people in a small car, and our luggage. They used to have the xunnlng
board and a rack on the running board, Windshield wipers that didn't work.
You tied‘a string, and one pu}led on one side, and the other on the other
aide when 1t was raining.

M [I,%ughter] -

COLDBIERG: It was fun, But I have no deslre %o live baok there, I'11

1

say it's-very pretty there, but T. « 4 »
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Mis Butte’s your home?
: ‘ . tfare

GOLDBERGs Butte is home, My blggest regret 1s to see the gallows frameg(?):
£0s 1 £hink it's such a blg part of Butte.

MMy I know they're fighting to kgep them, I hope that the&'ll be
suocessiul, | o |

GOLDBERGs Ve played vp on the mine dump because it.was Just up above
us on Broadway, and our baseball field éas_uprthere on the goonlight dump.
That's sll you had fox a%field. And our skating rink was up on the dump.
The elty d1d flood 1%, and we took caxe of 1t ourselves. There waé.no
olty crews come and cleaned it;‘thay flocded 1t. It w&s up to you to
kéeg the snow off and keeﬁ the kids from throwing rooks aqq cans in it when
1t was flrst flooded, f | |

MMy Did thé company ever provide money for recreation?

uOLDBERG Yes. our Columbia Caxdens, which was quite a thing.
. Just 1iked? |

Fverybody Yoved 1t. I«&iﬁ%&k 1% because it was tha only placé we had

10 go. We didn'{ have a car when ve were kids, You got on the streetear
Thursday on the first streetcar going out, and you viog on the first
5traetcar coning back, 1°'d tell No%ﬁer, "fhere's nothing to do," and
Lothef would =ay, "Go to the Gardens.“

MH [Lauyhterj -

COLDBERGY And 1t really vas a lpvel# ﬁlace. Evexybody thet ever
visited here, we'qftake thenm and the&.jusf thought 1t wés wonderful.,

e I wish I coutd have seen it, I nissed it, I guess, by Just a
oouple of yeara. | ‘ |

(OLDBERGs And the dance pavilion and. overything, that was a beautiful

place for our pignAschool PLOMS s It was oonsidered the best dance hall i

the Northwest at one time,

/
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MMt When did you meet your husband?

GOLDBERG ¢ My husband deliveredkmilk to us, He was ovy milkwan, He
delivered milk to us when I was sixteen, but I never knew I was going to
get married ﬁé him, But they were in the xanching business, He's a

nativey he was born here in Butte, His folks were immigrants from Sﬁeden.
They had Iindale(?) Dalry way ouwl heve where Terrg¥?rde(?) Heights is today,
Do you know where it 13?‘ | \ ’
M Yes, |

GOLDBERGs That belonged to my husband®s folks;. They ownéd the land
out there up until i9ﬁ2 when they sold 1t to e, Senage(?), They moved
.out to Gxénit@ County then; (lerencets folks moved out there in 1908, I
‘guess, But Grandpa-had a dairy here and delivered milk heve in Butie ﬁnder
the hamé of Lindsle Padry, So I met hlm in the boarding houseg. T was
working, and he:was eating, He vorked in the mines sometimes during ﬁhé
wintertines vhen thewe wasn't ﬁh&t muchlto do., Heé'd go home with the
'ranch always;on weekends to help feéd stock,

1943 Aﬁd vou had oné‘soﬁ? |

‘ GOLIUBERG s Onelaon.

MMy What dees he do?

GOLIRERGs He wo;ka for the An&eondalcompany. Ho's a’ geophysicist,

{4y How did the Finnish péople generally fael aboﬁt the company?
They were Sdoialists. Were they pretty negatlve toward them?

WOLOBERGt I'd say pretty much, I'd say they were pretiy radical
| as far as that gees, Maybe they had resson to.l Of covrse, my dad not
" being here, and ny £rdthera wers too young to work, but I think they
always felt that.ﬁh@y were being taken., And yetjénther used to Qlwéyﬁ

sayi “ihere would they go?" Certainly they had soneiraél bad strikes here
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before my ‘time, I guess. Hatve ha@ some bad ones since then, but I guess
years ago when they hung Little down here Qn the treatie and'sﬁuff Was
before WE 4 o » | f |

s I know there was a strike in 1946.

COLDBAERGY Yes,

Hﬂt hen the men Wwexe on sixrike, if they didn't have money 'would the
boardinﬁ housea kind of carxy then? |

GOLDBERGs Carried a lot of them, oh, yes. They were #eﬁy good aboub
caxrying the mén, and I'd say the majority were awfully good about honoring
their debls, And yet, a 10t'of'the Finnish men had their money to DAY+
They Wore noﬁ broke, by any means. '

Mift They had saved up,

GOLDBERGY Yes, very well, Thay.were quite proud, They hated to esk
to be carried. Bub you'always had a fewy there was goo& and bad in all of
them, You'd got some that didn't, but Hother was férﬁunate‘ih the years
that she had, tiother done all righﬁ._

Mty Did the community as a whole pretty much support the strikevs?

GOLDRERGY T think pretiy much that really you'd say that they
supported them, because aftexr all, when 1$'s all over, this 13 the people
they had to fall'back on. And without the minexs here, really there would
be nothing, There is no industry here to fall back on, There isn't that

much at 211, But that was bad in e, T think the things they done was
really uncalled for amongst the people,

MM What kind of things did they do?

GOTDBERCY Well, damaging  men': that, « « » Bspeclally in our
oqn néighhorhood. Now 20T08E %he atreot from us We had a fellow that
workc¥ for tho companyy he was a salaxied man, But they went anﬁ vhey

broke into his house, They didn‘t let anybody deliver anythlinrg theve,
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-

' The glrl was going stea@}with & boy who was in the sexvice, and he had

sent her a lot of gifts fron overneas, He had sent her her material for-

her wédding'gown. and all this was jJust actually streun on the gtreets,

and they sat there reading her 1ett§rs'from him, 'And things like_thaﬁ;

I just couldn't see it, It Just len't my ddea of. 4 & o I didn’t see what
it would prove or what it would help, And. thet wasljusﬁ one of the incldents.
And I Rnoﬁ wlth D Staples' father, when I worked for him, Mr, Staples was |
with the sixth floor, had nothing to do with it. They threw cges at his

oaf end stuff when he would drive_by,

My It was a vory bitter‘atrike, I puess, ‘

GOLDBIGGH Yes, And then at that time T told lirs. Staples that I
thought maybe it would be better that‘l d4dn*t work, because you just
Qiéﬁ'% kunow what feelings would be, '

1y Yas your‘husband sﬁiil‘working in the nines off and on then? -

GOLDBERG:-R@, I wasn't even marvied thén. See, that one strike was |
before I wa§ narezied, That had a étranga twrist to it: bécaﬁse De, Staples'
father Ewas ‘with the coﬁpany. aﬁd his best friend's father was the head -
of the unlon, Aand that was really kind of a sritch. .1 aan remember at
the dimner table there wos & Llittle set-to come up, and he told his dad g
.‘ right out, "He's my friend, Tt has nothing to do with olther you or his

d&ﬁ;" | : . ’ .

ﬁﬁ: Yhat was bls nane?

COLDBERG: I can't remember, Eut I know his father ves the head of our
union here at the time, Rud I'know 4t would have to he somebddy from over
on the west side, béoanse Ned went to the MéKiniej‘School, and the hoy
muﬁt have went to the VeKinley School, too, at the tine,

Mg Tt's o Fascinabing history.

GOLDBERGs It is, I've wead quite a storY = about the Wobblles even
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golng over into Spokane heve some years ago, about all these Uobblies
the :
/ wheat rarmers. and what a time they had

that were on the boxcars, and
over thexe even

MM: Has theve over any trouble with hoboes in tcwn, or with the Ny
floating population? |

COLDAITRG s Sure there was & lot of hoboea, but everythino was harnless,
Nobody bothered. anyhody. Durdng the strike they didn't 1enve o 1ot of them
off hére. I didn'tiknow that untll one'bf.my cousins wen£ atiaight{on
throvgh to Seattle. They wouldn't Lot them get off hexe downiin the

freight yards, But no, that didn't rake any difference, They would come

and ask for a handout in the restauxants Now where I work, where Hae is

down thevre at Matt‘s Drive~In, we've had a 1ot of then gat off beoause the

railroad, the Hi]waukee track, goes right by, But a lot of them asked to.

~do somethi for a handout. The boaxding houses were real generous In

feeding anybody coming in. They didn't mind, I don't know abou% the

restanrants uptown. T don't think they would condone &nything 1ike that,
My Where would the ba&rding houses get most of their food?
QOLDBRHGe Ue had p?oduee houses, something we don't have at all j

anymore, Ye don‘t haxd}y have anything, We get our stuff from Billings,

.~ from Kyle, is our distributor here, Ve used to have everything., D.A,

Davidson's over here was one ég the blggest wholesale houses. Ve had
Butte Produse, Theve was Henningsen's(?), and there was Blanchaxd. They
came all the time and took your ordef avery mo§ning.

My For meat?

GOLDRERGs Fox mea%‘from the meat markets, There was the Netiopolitan,
there was the westerﬁ, and there was the Natloml, but the Western and the

Metropolitan, I think, were‘the greatest ones for taking care of boaxding
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houses that I know of,
Fifs I know that the Chinese used to have a lot of vegetable gardens,
Would the houses ever buy from them?
GOLDBERGs Oh, yes. "Nice lettuoy, radishy, carroty, You want nice
squashy, lady?" Tohey used to g0 through with thelr wagons, Oh, yes,
They wore out here at the Nine Mile. The Chinese had gardens doﬁn there, the
Koreans(?) and stuff, Oh, yes; They didn't seen to come ardﬁnd, although
‘%he Belnont House did years ago have quiﬁe a bit/qome there that delivered
from the Chineses | o
#Me Ther ; was still quite 8 big Lhinese community hexe when you first
cana? _ ‘ |
GOLDBIERG s Oh, yes, Very few an the east side, though, Ve néither
had no colored people at the Crant School, not any, We had only one
Ghine%e fanily, end that was the Huey family, and they lived by the
‘Saoced Heart Chuxch, and they Were o big fanily. They had the San
Franclsco Cafe, Now they are the only. The Gaxfleld School, ‘which is
down hore nowe--the old Carfleld used t6 be up the street--was the place
mostly for Chinese and colored people. But we never had aﬁy colored
peoplo a% all 1 the Grant School, I never seen very many colored people | .
in my Life, cven as L grew up, fven in high schooi, we had very fed,
The DBrown fanily wés one that was a very lovely family hera,
Mis Yes, there don't seem te be meny in LoWin Nnow,
GOLDBERG ¢ No, not even now, butlwe never did have. But we did have
& lot of Chinese at one time. ) |
e When did they start leaving?
COLDBIERG: Tn '34 I was through with hizh school. Then a lot of

thia ohinosu pirls Left here and went to San Francizco, A lot of them did,
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A

families,
MMy Do you think there was apy'particular reagon at ﬁhaﬁ particular
time? |
GOLDBERG: T don't know., They used to say that we had Tong wars here,
T don't even romember them, I've seen them in pgperﬁ_relatéd, but T don't
remember, Neybe we just wergh’t orientated to it, really, that much,
The only nawspaﬁer'ﬁe got was once n weok, and that was Saturday night.
Thaf'was the Sunday paperp it was an early Sunday edition, ﬁother couldn't
gfford 1o have a daily paper come, | |
i1 What paper would you get?
GOLDBERG:‘QG got the Butle !linex,
MMy WYas there s Flnnlsh newspaper in town?
 GOLIBERCH Thewe 1s stlll a Finnish paper, TH's nob publlj.shed.h‘era.
“though, never was. Tt*s published in Minnesote.
iy Hould you getlﬁhat occasionally?
GOLEBE&G: Oh, lother got her "imnish pﬁper all the time, right to
_ tﬁe very end, oh, yes, I think Ly the 1940's there were very f@ﬁ Chinese,
T 1ike Chinese food, OF course, ny husband says that's the Chink in nes
s [La,ug%rter] |
GOTDBERG: He always saja the Planish péople come from the Hongolians.
ELa,ugh'ter] | |
H Mg So you like frled rlce, ELaughter]
GOLDBERG: sure do, The Finnish pegple ave great rlce eaters. .
Rice in puddings, and very nuch,

"

Miis Would your mother elways cook Lraditionally Pinnish foods in

\

the boardine houses, ox Jid she adapt?

COLDBERG: She adapted. Now asmongst the Minnish people, stew was
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gomething thaf the Tinnigh ﬁen'likéd very much, They Lliked to have thelr
gtew, and they liked this eiabber nilk or viili, like yogurt, with it. Sd
that stew was_serVed quite a few times during the veek, all the ﬁiﬁa;at
dimertine, besides your other potatoes and your other roégt. Always a

roasty every nlghi there was some kind of roast, and a bolled meat of some

kind, |

- My Did youx mothér work ary more after Riipi's closed?

- GOLDBERGy Yos, Hother worked at the Interstate Lumbey after [Riipi‘s]

won Haveth)
oclosed, Right after Riipi‘a, Mothey had quite a serious operation, 80
~ that theve was a couple years she didn't work at all, But Mothew worked
+111 she was %ixtymfive years old at Interstaﬁe, cleaning thely office
down there, It was just something she could do parttime. That was Just
_tuo hours every evening and then eight hours on Sa%uiday when they closed.
MM It_sounds.lika ghe wes o very hard worker 2ll hex 1ife, ‘
GOLDBERGS Oy Mother was a haéd vorker, by all neans,

M Tt sounds like you are 100,
| COLBB?ﬁf; dh. yes., I Juﬁt keap thinki %g%mysalf) I don't know
whether I'n going to start taking %foial Seeur%?y, but I think 1%
keep working a little blt, too. I ggink 'a béJélgfaﬁisfied bsino home.
Heaven kuows, my house can uge o lot, Dubs + « [Laughterj

14 Yas that hoﬁ‘you felt when you went back to work after you had

been married? f

CCOLDBERC: Clavence didntt wanb ne 1o go}to work when vwe were first
ma?ried. And then when I stgrted, wby, 1t just kind of o1l into a routine,
Olarence's Folks rutived from the xanch and moved into town, and Grandma

was & buili-in babysitter, (larence went to work in the nines here for a

while, and then he went to caxpentering on his own, He worked for himself.
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My So you' ve been working consistently since thon,

GOLDBERC l've worked pretty sieady these paﬂt fifte&n yeaxs, ouaside
of being of f in the winter months, I don't work the Hinﬁer months. bacause
they'rﬁ closed down at Matt's from December until April._ 1 started down
there in 19)0, the first time I ever worked for Hae down there, Beoause
zit was a drlve-in, and we Lived xrlght down there and it was so eonventent,

My D4 you live up on the esst side ti1ll they started tear;ng
everythling down?‘ _h | |

GOLEﬂlR&: Ho, I dign't. I moved from the easb side in 1950, but I
had lived there ever since We cane here when t was four, |

MMy Vas that haxd, leaving the old neighborhood?

GOLDBERGs Yes, Mbther‘miséed 1% very much, It was haxrder on Hother
~ than anyhody, Iﬁ was quite a break for a lot of Finnish poople, because
they wewe kind of clamnlsh, they were in their own 1ittle seotion, and
'%hey did a lot of visiﬁing back and forth, and they were kind of scaﬁtexeﬁ
to evexy direation after that., Quite a few of them moved into
-Sduerﬂﬁ Homes, lother was there in later years. But Glarence and I (
.moved'way out in 1950, And Mother lived 1ﬁ ny brotherts house, Iy -
brother owned four 134tle houses on the esst Bide; and lother Llived in
| oné of his fiéts And then the compaﬁw boﬁght them out. |

iy Did a Lot of the Finnish people feel like your wother, that they
didn*+ want to leaxn English and thay wanbed to leep Hu e84 wup 7

&OLDBPRuu Yes, very mueh 8504 And I think it's predominantly with

the Finnish people. 3wedlsh people soen to do differvent, Plarence's'
mother learned to apeak Bnglish right awgy.n They spoke English at homo,
and. she insleted on 4%, I never heaxd Clavence's mother speak Swedlsh, .

i .
only when she dldn®t want ne to know what she wag'sayihg.
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1y [ Laughter |

GOLDBIRGY Bub the Mnnish people really didn't, I think you'll
find %ha najority of Fimnish people will have, definitely, guite.an.

. acoent, T knqﬁ Qlarenee's-éiﬁt and all of then cane way afteﬁﬁﬁother

did. See, Hother came here in 1906, and Hother was eighty;seQQn vhen she
died, When she was sixieen, one doctor wanted hexr to work for hinm back
east, He was Germany he wanted héxr to woxrk in ﬁhe'house. Hother wouldn‘t_
go to work for him, because she wasg ;fraid she'd have ﬁo>learn to speak
English. f o | .‘ |

His That's faseinabing, I['ve heaxd that Finnish is a very difficult
lahguage and nob l%ké_many others, | |
' COLDBERGy Tt ks different. ‘

MHs That 1t was maybe that, that is was g0 different: that they

GOLDBERG: That's what motﬁer alvays s&id, "Why don't they pronounce
+he word the.wayAit's spelled?” Every Lletter in the Finnish 1anguége is
pronounﬁed; G% unrse. they’have, my son calls %hgm umlavbe ovef your
long a, your sﬂort'a. end stuff, and the Bnzlish language doesn't have'éﬁy
of 1%, S |

Mty Did you tesch your son to sﬁeak Finnish?

GOLDBERGY Mo, but he understands, He went to Finlaéd. He went to
ny nothex's home in Hinland¢ | | |

Hiiy Did she still have family back there?

GOLUBIRG fes, she had two brothers liﬁing yot when he wenit back there,
and thelr fanilies. One of my uncles did come %o %his'country, but he went
back, Tho other one never did leave,

Mity Did your nother's brother stay 1an iilohigau?

GOLDBERGY In michipan, ves, they stayed,
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Wiy So she cams oubt hove all by hersllf?

COLDBERGs She came out, and my one unclo sald to lother 1t was a
snako pit. He told her that she shouldn't leave, that it was a shake pit
here. Ho was very much cs,gainst H., because E:.hey were quite :r:nlig'ious. and
he hed bersm here, and he Jusﬁ didn't think 1% wes a place for a young
wongn with three small ohij,dren to go, But there was noching there for
Lher elther,. Tna,{ was mining country, but it was gll familles, Thexe:
wasntt the :E‘]:oa.ting,population we had here, aid thore wasn't the number
of mines, elther, |

My It sounds like both of you wéi'e very stmngkomen.

GOLDBERGs Well, i.othe'n SUre Was, (}larenoé's mnother was eert&itﬂy a,
S‘Erong womar, She was sure o dedicated American, I tell you, Clarence' s
mo*%;her was, Very mudh. Shetd have besn quite a-palitician 1f she had had
an eﬁ.ucai:.ion.’ ‘She had a desixe to leamn, She taught her children evexrything,
T mean taught them 'i:he:l:c‘ abots long bsfore they ever started to school , |
| She had comg hexe when she was twelve, Thore was five girls, and théir
nother cane, Thelr dad was in Leadville, Colorado, and by the tine thoy
got to I;c:c%a:ville the fa.thsrr had died from pneumonia. Awl here 1s the
nother with flve gi:;:'ls. Then the nliors misefi enough money to send hex
hack to dweden, (lavence's nother didn't wan’ to go. She had. staxrted to
school 3'19,::?0; e was the oldest of flve elris,

s So sho stayed, and her nother went back?

COLDBERGs Mo, she had to go back with hew motl'xer, but she came back
to this country when she was grown up. I alvways 8y she'd have been & i
vex*y; bz_:iliian‘h woman had she had an edueation. ho had such a desire to
learn, And very faithfﬁl to her coun%ry.'

sy DA she become an Awneriosn cltlzen?



Goldbery U7

GOLDBINRGs Oh, yes, Fox a faot, 1 :Eoﬁnti Clarence's father's cltizen
papers Lrom Leadville, (1010:;@10, postnarked in Lakeland County in Golorado
in 1‘89?,‘ his application for ﬁ:_is first popers,

Wity Did your mothewr ever become n éi-bi%en‘?.

COLIBERG: Yes, Hother becé,me a cltigen, T w«an{sb to school with Mother .
&1l the tine to get her citiéeg DApers,

, HHi do she didn'i have to 'leam o certaln amount of ]Qng;j.sh for that?
© QOLDBERGE che &ia hove to learn a certain amount of history, and like
I S&y, it was broken, That was quite an i-ﬁtermé'tim%‘ thing, £00.
iy Yere they Dig clossest

COLIBIRGY Theve was guite o ¢ »
BEGIN TAPE 1T SiDl IT

GOLI‘))]ERG} « + o Berths Hraus, And 'ﬁhefm‘.'two really got into it dt‘,tringl
during ci‘bizén papers, because Berths had been in'Germany during World
War I, an-d she ‘iaaﬂ nade smmunition for the Germans, And tir. Zahor(?) was
Grack, and he vas very ", They cone to blows, She never come back.
She didntt come back to go to school., They Just abouts 4+ + o [L'aughter]
He Just about Eh&lffincél) clﬁ,éS.

Tills [;Law{}ﬁ',ar] 4

GOLDBERG: And T Learned mowe history, Learned move olvics, I think,
then than I ddd when I was in school. I guess beocause the teacher just
had to repeat and repeat and repoat. |

iy I‘Eﬁ nust have been hard to teach a vhole group of people tho
spoka dilferent languages. | ’

CORLDBIERG Y Yes, It suce was, I jues-f; thought it was really scnething.
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It was‘ 1ike the league of NHatlons h@z"e, T believe there uas more
n&'uionalitios hera, Ali“thoug,h ny husband wan‘t bo Gonneotiour,, and he sald
he seen & 1ot of J'“O)Z‘@i{fﬂ people in Uonnedtlcut, 8 lot of Poliesh an{i. v
T‘niz Yes, theve ave a lot of immlﬂmn{,ﬂ on the Pest Coast, 'tﬁoe
GOLIRERG Aund he saild they had old country ways, Of course, he went
back‘the:r':e a ;go_oa number of ye;am ago, in the late thiriies, and he sa:td
they sat out&:—aiﬁe in their white shirts é,ml their suit cvats end stulf of a
Suﬁdﬂy afternoon, | ; | _ _
Hitg Thoy 4111 do that in parts of Boston in the old Itallan section, Well
I want to thank you vexry much, | |
| GOLU*‘NHG: Well, you'! m sure weloome.
Mi: You've been real helpful,
‘GOIJE?:E"}T{Ga Yell, T don't knqw just what he}.p' you'm\poing to have, but
T think it's wonderful Ffor you o venture ofr, T usntd ik € exchange
students at all, &Muu're jusfh dodng it on your owi.

My Yes.

[ind of interview]

t . ' , ' . 'f



