Butte Fires
1888-1960 & 2000-2003 from 2004 Butte Risk Assessment (with additions). 1960-91 from Montana Standard (with additions). Mine fires (1885-1932) from the Wilcox Album. Others compiled by Dick Gibson from various sources. Note that in some cases, the structure was not totally destroyed by the fire reported. 
	Location
	Date
	Notes/Damage ($)

	Mountain Colusa Mine
	12/10/1885
	Coal oil lamp exploded

	Centennial Hotel, Granite & Main
	4/24/1888
	2 dead; 56,000.00

	Maguire Opera House (first one)
	7/23/1888
	

	Wake-up-Jim Mine
	2/17/1889
	

	Bowes/Barnard etc. W. Granite
	9/29/1889
	512,000.00

	St. Lawrence Mine
	11/23/1889
	6 dead

	Silver Bow #2 mine
	4/21/1893
	9 dead

	Explosion, Warehouse District
	1/15/1895
	58 dead; 122,100.00

	Butte Reduction Works
	5/31/1897
	

	Hale House
	3/21/1898
	4 dead; 90,000.00

	Green Mountain Mine
	August 1898
	

	Big Blackfoot Milling Co.
	11/10/1899
	10,000.00

	Hennessy Warehouse
	1/7/1900
	28,280.00

	Reed Barn
	6/20/1900
	34,000.00

	Bell mine
	11/12/1900
	

	Butte Hotel
	7/13/1901
	10,000.00

	Kennedy Furniture Co.
	8/30/1901
	13,000.00

	Silver Bow #1 mine
	10/14/1901
	

	Olsen & Christie
	4/21/1903
	29,900.00

	Adelade Block
	4/4/1905
	15,800.00

	Western Lumber Co.
	4/16/1905
	17,083.00

	Symons Store, W. Park
	9/24/1905
	698,000.00

	East Colusa Mine
	1/8/1906
	

	Olsen & Christie
	3/26/1906
	50,300.00

	Leonard Mine
	5/14/1907
	

	Columbia Gardens Pavilion
	10/28/1907
	

	Butte Reduction
	3/2/1908
	

	Palace Stables
	4/22/1908
	10,000.00

	East Colusa mine
	10/30/1909
	

	Odeon Dance Hall
	10/15/1910
	11,500.00

	High Ore mine
	1/14/1911
	

	West Gray Rock mine
	1/27/1911
	Near powder magazine

	St. Joseph Church
	2/11/1911
	15,000.00

	Gagnon mine
	6/11/1911
	

	Butte Reduction
	10/24/1911
	

	Henningsen Produce Co.
	1/11/1912
	21,000.00

	Olsen & Christie (Campana Warehouse, Iron & Nevada)
	4/10/1912
	295,000.00

	Pennsylvania Mine
	6/11/1911
	

	Empress Theatre (Grand Opera House – 2nd one, built 1889)
	5/25/1912
	24,500.00

	Creamery Café
	7/30/1912
	48,692.00

	Thomas Block
	9/1/1912
	220,935.00

	H & B Block
	10/18/1912
	49,381.00

	Badger State mine
	11/8/1912
	

	Sacred Heart Church
	11/17/1912
	26,000.00

	Steward mine
	12/10/1912
	

	Brownfield Canty Co.
	1/13/1913
	22,500.00

	Foster Block
	1/17/1913
	15,000.00

	West Colusa mine
	2/12/1913
	

	Mountain View mine
	6/18/1913
	

	Ivanhoe Block, 72 E. Park, Iona Cafe
	12/29/1913
	10,000.00

	Pennsylvania Mine Fire
	2/14/1916
	21 dead; $100,000.00

	Leonard Mine
	8/6/1916
	

	A.C.M. Warehouse (N. Main St.)
	9/29/1916
	26,500.00

	Leonard-W. Colusa-Tramway mines
	2/27/1917
	1 dead

	Tramway mine
	3/24/1917
	

	Modoc mine
	4/23/1917
	

	Granite Mountain/Speculator

Mine Fire
	6/8/1917
	168 dead; $800,000.00

	Leonard mine
	11/23/1917
	

	Pennsylvania mine
	3/5/1918
	

	Wolftone Block
	3/20/1918
	1 dead; 10,250.00

	McKee Printing Co.
	3/27/1918
	18,000.00

	Montana Mattress Co.
	6/30/1918
	15,500.00

	Parrot mine
	12/11/1918
	

	707 W. Granite
	5/25/1919
	15,000.00

	Ryan Fruit Co.
	8/18/1919
	112,569.00

	Montana Hardware Warehouse
	11/23/1919
	126,200.00

	McKinley School
	12/14/1919
	54,650.00

	Trip & Dragsted
	2/14/1920
	69,800.00

	Shriner Furniture Co.
	3/15/1920
	13,765.00

	Peoples Theatre
	9/24/1920
	23,000.00

	Molly Murphy mine shaft
	12/16/1920
	

	Braund House
	4/23/1921
	

	Silver Bow mine
	7/11/1921
	

	Russell Oil
	12/6/1922
	3 dead

	Miner Publishing Co.
	4/17/1923
	25,000.00

	708 Front St.
	9/4/1923
	11,377.16

	Rampou Café
	4/8/1924
	19,000.00

	Ryan Fruit Co.
	8/17/1924
	11,500.00

	59-63 E. Park St.
	8/24/1924
	25,547.00

	Anaconda mine
	9/19/1924
	Powder magazine

	Elm Orlu mine
	8/31/1924
	

	West Colusa mine
	12/1/1924
	

	Foster Block
	5/20/1925
	13,090.00

	Cartee Hardware Co.
	1/7/1926
	

	F.B.Price Tea Co.
	2/20/1926
	22,000.00

	Patterson Candy Co.
	3/22/1926
	

	Mountain Con mine
	8/18/1926
	Powder magazine

	Henninson Co.
	1/18/1927
	18,500.00

	Silver Bow Block
	2/14/1927
	1 dead; 23,495.00

	Ryan Fruit Co.
	6/9/1927
	1 dead; 27,360.00

	Largey Lumber Co.
	7/30/1927
	20,000.00

	Belmont mine
	10/2/1927
	Extinguished 10/28/1927

	Leonard mine
	2/1/1928
	

	Badger State mine
	3/1/1928
	3 dead

	Tramway mine
	10/12/1928
	

	1131-1133-1145 Antimony St.
	8/14/1929
	21,769.00

	Anaconda mine
	8/26/1929
	

	Metro Goldwyn
	9/14/1929
	13,200.00

	Mountain Con mine
	9/17/1929
	

	Anaconda mine
	10/21/1929
	

	Tramway mine
	11/18/1929
	

	Leonard mine
	11/29/1929
	Fire from Feb 1928

	114 S. Main St.
	4/10/1930
	20,886.00

	Tramway mine
	6/17/1930
	Old fire from 10/12/1928

	Bank Hotel
	11/30/1930
	79,500.00

	Murphy Money Back Store
	3/30/1931
	19,500.00

	Empress Theatre (N side Broadway)
	4/15/1931
	17,457.00

	Brody’s, Park & Wyoming
	9/28/1931
	29,650.00

	Leonard Mine
	12/26/1931
	

	Mountain Con mine
	1/26/1932
	

	Pennsylvania mine
	3/22/1932
	

	Leonard mine
	4/14/1932
	

	Columbia Block
	5/9/1932
	125,428.00

	Leonard mine
	5/30/1932
	

	Tramway mine
	6/28/1932
	

	Elm Orlu mine
	7/19/1932
	

	Mayer Building
	10/9/1932
	69,000.00

	Mountain Con mine
	11/29/1932
	

	Leonard mine
	12/11/1932
	

	Colbert Drug
	12/25/1933
	22,102.00

	Hughes, 56 W. Park St.
	12/4/1935
	10,283.00

	Longfellow School
	4/10/1937
	50,795.00

	Warehouse, S. Montana St.
	3/27/1939
	155,000.00

	315 W. Broadway
	5/4/1939
	12,703.00

	Boston Block
	11/11/1940
	54,161.00

	Copper City Fire
	3/15/1942
	

	Casey Candy Co.
	3/23/1942
	17,000.00

	Pinsel’s, 33 W. Park
	10/19/1943
	18,343.00

	Safeway Warehouse
	12/19/1943
	54,000.00

	Woman’s Club, Park & Clark
	4/2/1945
	10,000.00

	Columbia Market
	5/26/1945
	16,300.00

	Western Iron Works
	10/21/1945
	12,700.00

	Old Butte High School
	4/10/1946
	320,000.00

	Masonic Temple, Walkerville
	12/19/1946
	

	Harrison Ave. Tire Shop
	5/25/1948
	140,000.00

	Park Theater
	9/23/1949
	80,000.00

	Winter Garden Bowling Alley
	1/8/1950
	50,500.00

	American Theater
	2/1/1950
	74,000.00

	Vroom Block 345 S. Ariz. 1st fire
	10/18/1951
	4 dead; 100,000.00

	Butte YMCA
	1/20/1954
	100,000.00

	Butte Hotel +
	8/9/1954
	1,000,000.00

	Whittier School
	2/2/1955
	108,000.00

	Phythian Castle
	11/10/1955
	

	Harrison Ave. Safeway
	6/10/1958
	100,000.00

	805 W. Copper
	Feb. 8, 1960
	1 dead

	Butte Library, Amer. Legion, W. Broadway
	March 27, 1960
	

	210 N. Crystal
	July 17, 1960
	

	Sigman Meat Co.
	Nov. 20, 1960
	South of Butte; $500,000

	Montana Laundry, Wyoming & Silver
	Jan. 19, 1961
	

	Franklin School, Meaderville
	Jan. 23, 1961
	

	Buffalo Mine Shaft, N. Main
	June 13, 1961
	

	Naranche Stadium, Main St.
	Aug. 17, 1961
	

	Gagnon House, 10 E. Gagnon
	Oct. 31-Nov. 1, 1961
	

	Meaderville Mercantile, Brass Rail Bar, 42 Main
	April 1, 1962
	

	Cornish Boarding House, Centerville
	April 26, 1962
	

	Ward’s Appliance Mart, 16 W Park
	May 15, 1962
	

	Pacific Bar, 800 E. Park
	June 3, 1962
	

	Old Finn Bath, Broadway & Warren
	Sept. 8, 1962
	

	Mueller Apts. 4th Floor, W. Granite
	March 9, 1963
	1 dead

	Montana Livestock Auction Co.
	April 14, 1963
	20 cattle killed

	Vegas Club, Meaderville
	June 7, 1963
	

	11 E. Center St.
	July 5, 1963
	1 dead

	Dynamite explosion, East Butte
	Aug. 24, 1963
	1 dead

	First-Nighter Lounge & Apts. W. Broadway
	Dec. 8, 1963
	

	Vidrich Residence, China Gulch
	Dec. 19, 1963
	1 dead

	Butte Winter Garden Maple Lanes, 114 S. Montana
	Jan. 22, 1964
	

	608 S. Montana
	March 24, 1964
	

	House at Gagnon & Pennsylvania
	March 24, 1964
	

	Cahill Mooney Construction Co. Front & Harrison
	April 25, 1964
	Storage shed

	Crest Nursing Home, 3161 Amherst
	April 25, 1964
	Was under construction

	Princeton Apts., 508 S. Main
	Aug. 24, 1964
	

	Vroom Block, 345 S. Arizona
	Sept. 12, 1964
	

	Old Park Theater, 30-32 E Park
	Feb 16, 1965
	

	Travona Mine dry & warehouse, Aluminum & Travonia
	Aug. 6, 1965
	

	Franks Photo Service, Fidelity Finance, Leipheimer Ford Sales, South Main
	Sept. 23, 1965
	

	Mulcahy’s Bar, J.P. Sweeny Paint Shop, N. Main
	Oct. 15, 1965
	

	Brown’s Auto Parts, Dakota & Galena
	April 21, 1966
	

	Basin Creek Reservoir Rd. home
	July 4, 1966
	2 dead

	410 S. Montana
	July 11, 1966
	

	1000 W. Copper
	July 11, 1966
	

	Al & Ray’s West Side Texaco, 501 S. Excelsior
	Feb. 2, 1967
	

	17 E. LaPlatta
	June 21, 1967
	1 dead

	Old Main Cash Grocery, 318 N. Main
	July 11, 1967
	

	Bork Poster Service, Mouse Trap Lounge, Bonner Block, 224-228 S. Main
	Aug. 4, 1967
	

	Reynolds-McDowell Hotel-Apts., 235-237 Colorado
	Oct. 2, 1967
	

	418-422 E. Granite
	Feb. 4, 1968
	Three vacant Anaconda company owned apts.

	U & I Club & Cocktail Lounge, 136 W. Park
	March 10, 1968
	

	Wm. J. Froehlich Theater, 200 S. Washington + vacant apts. 328 W. Mercury
	May 29, 1968
	Shortridge Christian Church

	Dr. B.T. Jones residence, 2046 Wall
	June 18, 1968
	2 dead

	Windsor Brothel, 9 E Mercury
	July 19, 1968
	

	5 structures on Harrison Ave
	July 27, 1968
	

	E. Side Neighborhood Youth Ctr. 409 E. Mercury
	Aug. 7, 1968
	

	Len Waters Music Ctr. 119 N Main
	Aug. 12, 1968
	

	Courthouse Grocery, 168-170 W Granite
	Sept. 13, 1968
	

	Beaver Block, Granite & Main
	Oct. 10, 1968
	Burned during demolition

	Municipal Golf Course clubhouse
	Oct. 18, 1968
	

	Town & Country Furniture, 426 E. Front
	Jan 28, 1969
	

	Atlantic Bar, 46 W. Park
	Feb 18, 1969
	

	Montana Pole treating plant
	May 5, 1969
	

	Victoria Brothel, 11 E. Mercury
	May 5, 1969
	

	Vineyard Hotel, 1132 Delaware
	May 7, 1969
	

	Former Park Bar, 330 E. Park
	June 18, 1969
	

	Classic Bar, 201 N. Main
	June 19, 1969
	

	Heidelberg Inn, Al’s Photo, Board of trade Saloon, corner Main & Broadway
	June 24, 1969
	

	920 Utah Apt. 
	Dec. 6, 1969
	

	Radio Bar, 219½ N Main
	Jan. 9, 1970
	

	113 Blue Wing, Walkerville
	Jan 9, 1970
	

	Montana Laundry, 53 E Silver
	Nov. 1, 1970
	

	Woodrow Hotel, 212 S. Arizona
	Nov. 3 & 9, 1970
	

	Moxom Café, 34 W Broadway
	Nov. 8, 1970
	

	Sulley’s Service Sta. 3859 Harrison
	Nov. 24, 1970
	

	Biastoch Meats plant
	Jan. 12, 1971
	West of Butte

	Leggat Hotel, 50 W Broadway
	Feb. 3, 1971
	

	Whalen Tire Warehouse, 901 S. Arizona
	Feb. 12, 1971
	

	Donabelle Drive Inn, 3301 Harrison
	April 3, 1971
	

	Osello’s Warehouse, E. Platinum
	Sept. 18, 1971
	

	Currie Tire, Mercury & Montana
	Dec. 8, 1971
	

	Shillelagh Tavern, Five Mile
	Jan. 18, 1972
	

	Lennox Hotel, 132 W. Granite
	Feb 9, 1972
	

	J.C. Penney & more
	Feb 28, 1972
	$5,000,000

	Homes on Quincy & Gladstone
	March 15, 1972
	

	748 Evans St.
	July 27, 1972
	

	2015-17-23-25 Walnut
	July 30, 1972
	

	McGrew Machine Works, Utah & Second
	Aug. 7, 1972
	

	Old Central High School, Quartz & Montana
	Aug 8, 1972
	

	3115 Phillips St.
	Nov. 6, 1972
	

	Bill’s Farmers Market, 10 W Front
	Dec 8, 1972
	

	607 W Iron
	Dec 17, 1972
	1 dead

	1216 Gold
	May 24, 1973
	

	251 E. Quartz
	April 6, 1973
	1 dead

	Old Sacred Heart Convent, 409 E mercury
	June 11, 1973
	

	Medical Arts + others, Park & Main
	July 28, 1973
	$2,500,000

	Columbia Gardens
	Nov. 12, 1973
	

	Crystal Groc., Crystal & Granite
	Jan 2, 1974
	

	Cooney Brokerage, 600 S. Arizona
	March 18, 1974
	

	Imperial Hotel, E. Park
	April 1, 1974
	1 dead

	Highway Tavern, Nissler
	Aug. 27, 1974
	

	Diana’s Shop, Gamers Shoes, Gene’s Furs, Copper City Chevrolet, 48-58 W. Park and 46 W. Galena
	Oct. 14, 1974
	First Diana’s Shop fire

	Mal’s Supper Club, Harrison Ave
	Nov. 5, 1974
	

	Maggie Ann’s Fashions, 31 N Main
	Jan 25, 1975
	

	19-21-23 W. Center
	Feb 1, 1975
	

	Sutey Oil garage, Holmes & Harrison
	March 18, 1975
	1 dead

	Burger Crown Café, Park & Arizona
	May 4, 1975
	

	Shiner’s furniture warehouse, 911 E. Second
	Aug 4, 1975
	

	Pennsylvania Block, W. Park
	Aug 20, 1975
	$290,000

	1024 S. Wyoming
	Oct 14, 1975
	1 dead

	623 W. Granite
	Dec 29, 1975
	1 dead

	The Roadhouse, 1743 Harrison
	Nov 26, 1976
	

	Newman’s Bootery, E. Park
	July 6, 1978
	

	Diana Shops, 29 W. Park
	Aug 7, 1978
	Second Diana’s shops fire

	Silver Bow Block, Intermountain, & Lewisohn (Professional), 20-26 W Granite
	Oct 21, 1978
	$2,000,000

	Warehouse, 829 Maryland
	July 11, 1979
	

	Kar Karnival Used Cars 3726 Harrison
	Aug 30, 1979
	

	Superior Block, 209 Colorado
	Feb 6, 1981
	

	Energy Cons. Serv. Warehouse, 701 S Arizona
	Aug 2, 1981
	

	McCracken Metals, 631 E. Aluminum
	Sept. 8, 1981
	

	1525 B St. 
	Sept 24, 1981
	1 dead

	Perfection Spring Auto (old Silver City Club), 237 S. Main
	Nov. 16, 1981
	

	Union Carbide warehouse, 701 Warren
	March 15, 1982
	

	Albamorle Block, 110 W. Granite
	March 18, 1982
	

	Sayatovic-White Funeral Home, 307 W Park
	Nov 8, 1982
	

	Colonial Apts. Montana & Galena
	March 11, 1983
	

	Apt. Grand & Harrison
	Dec 21, 1983
	

	Old Wulf Realty, 108 W. Granite
	May 25, 1985
	

	Jerry’s Distributing, 648 S. Arizona
	June 30, 1985
	

	MCA Roofing, S. Montana
	Oct. 29, 1985
	

	Sheds, 414 W Granite, 606 W Quartz, 523 W Galena
	Feb 22, 1986
	

	Mining City Comics, Harrison Ave TV, Harrison Ave
	Feb 3, 1988
	

	Montana Hotel + home, 205 W Broadway
	March 21, 1988
	

	Walsh Apts 43½ E Broadway
	Aug 15, 1988
	1 dead

	Big Butte Tavern, 826 Empire
	Sept 5, 1989
	

	Capital Transfer, 928 E Front
	Dec 29, 1989
	

	Mineral Museum bldg, Montana Tech
	Feb 7, 1990
	

	Former D&A Apts. 322 S. Montana
	April 29, 1990
	

	Apt. 702 W. Park
	July 11, 1990
	

	Homes & garage, 1046 California-1047 Nevada
	Oct. 12, 1990
	

	Four Mile Welding, 4031 Wynne
	Oct 16, 1990
	

	423-424 S. Dakota
	Nov 5, 1990
	1 dead

	Bull Run Gulch (Walkerville) home
	March 25, 1991
	

	Kenwood Apt. 63 W. Broadway
	Nov. 7, 1991
	

	Sherman Apt. 107 W. Quartz
	Nov. 10, 1991
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Sundown Saloon
	Feb 20, 2000
	

	102 Sutter, house
	April 10, 2000
	1 dead

	Kelly’s Body Shop & Wrecker
	March 8, 2001
	

	Ponderosa Club
	March 27, 2002
	

	1029 Nevada, house
	June 1, 2002
	1 dead

	Rudolph’s furniture
	Feb 18, 2003
	$750,000

	Montana Broom & Brush
	April 21, 2003
	

	44 E. Park
	Oct. 10, 2003
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	307 W. Granite
	July 29, 2008
	

	Whalen Tire, S. Utah
	June 11, 2009
	

	National Hotel, Utah st.
	Aug. 23, 2010
	

	Butte Produce, 605 Utah
	Aug 29, 2010
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


