Notes on Using this Chronology 

This chronology was compiled as working notes and has certain limitations in use.  Most

of the entries were copied directly from the original sources.  Words copied directly are 

not always enclosed in quotation marks.  Also, some entries are repetitive; others are 

contradictory.  Some sources are more reliable than others.  Within each year, entries are 

not necessarily arranged chronologically—they are in the order I found them.  Something 

that happened early in the year may come late in the list of a particular year’s entry, while 

something that happened late in the year may come high on the list.  When in doubt, 

consult the original source.

This chronology is far from exhaustive.  In particular, the 1930’s and 1940’s are weak.  I 

hope that other researchers will add to this as they do their own work.

In the bibliography that accompanies this chronology, not all entries are in complete and 

proper bibliographical form. 

Just keep in mind that these are working notes, and this chronology can be a helpful

research aid. 

Abbreviations:

BC:  Butte Chronology, a short chronology compiled by Mary Murphy and Bill Walker, available at the Butte-Silver Bow Archives.

MS:  Montana Standard

NFA:  Notes from the Archives (a regular feature in the Montana Standard)

RFN:  Rick Foote’s Notes (Foote, editor of the MS, kept notes on Butte events)

Chronology compiled by Teresa Jordan
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186.   
“Labor in the West,”  Issue on Labor, The Journal of the West, April 1986, Vol. 

          
XXV, No. 2. No Articles on Copper Mining.
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Butte Chronology, 1682-1890.

1682

Robert Cavelier, Sieur de la Salle travels Mississippi River to its mouth, claims entire drainage for King Louis XIV—named the vast area Louisiana.  Included major portion of today’s Montana 28/18.

1734

Pierre Galtier de Varennes, Sieur de la Varendrye reaches Lake Winnipeg. 28/19

1738

Varendrye reaches Mandan Villages on the Missouri River, South Dakota 28/19.

1742

Varendrye’s sons return to Mandan Village. 28/19

1743

Varendrye brothers reach “Shining Mountains”—probably Big Horn Range. They were possibly the first white men in Montana. 28/20

1754-63

French and Indian War (7 years war) Fr. Vs. British for North America.  In 1762, France, knowing it will lose to Britain, cedes all land West of Mississippi to Spain.  1763, Treaty of Paris cedes all remaining French land in North America to British. So, Louisiana belongs to Spain; Canada belongs To Great Britain. 28/20.

1776 

Declaration of Independence

1783

United States signs Treaty of Paris, which sets its northern boundary at Great Lakes, its Western to Mississippi. 28/23-4

1793

Alexander MacKenzie makes first northern crossing. 28/21

1800

Napoleon, in secret Treaty of San Ildefonso, gets Louisiana back from Spain. 28/24

1801

Thomas Jefferson assumes presidency.  Knows that Louisiana and especially New Orleans critical especially Mississippi River. 28/24

1803

Louisiana Purchase--$15M.  Western drainage of Mississippi River to Continental Divide; Canada to Spanish possession.  U.S. becomes Imperial power.  28/25

1803

Jefferson gets $2500 from Congress for Lewis and Clark. Wants to beat Canadian explorers into Northwest. 28/26

1804

Lewis and Clark leave St. Louis.  Expedition includes 2 captains, 26 Army regulars, Clark’s Negro slave, York, 2 French river men, interpreter George Drouillard, and 16 others who would go only as far as the Mandan Villages. 28/27

1805

Lewis & Clark head west.  Reach Three Forks, headwaters of the Missouri, on July 25.  Name the large west fork the Jefferson, the middle branch Madison (for Secretary of the State James) and the east fork, Gallatin (for Treasury Secretary Albert Gallatin) Reach Pacific ocean on 11-7-1805. 28/29.

1806

Lewis & Clark, given up for dead, return to hero’s welcome in St. Louis.  9-23-1806. 28/31

1808

American Fur Co. incorporates in New York, headed by John Jacob Astor. 28/42

1824

Rocky Mountain Fur Company states first rendezvous. 28/41

1832

Rendezvous at Pierre’s Hole, greatest gathering of all. 28/43

1840

Last rendezvous only 120 men attend. 28/44

1841

Father Pierre-Jean De Smet starts building St. Mary’s Mission in Bitterroot Valley. 28/48

1846-51

Irish Potato Famine. 27/41

1856

Marcus Daly leaves Ireland for New York City. 27/42

1858

James and Granville Stuart, with Reece Anderson, have first recorded gold find at Gold Creek East of Present Drummond. 28/50.

1860

First Missouri riverboat reaches Fort Benton. 37/5

1862-67

Eight wagon trains leave Minnesota for Idaho and Montana over Minnesota, Montana Road.  Four led by James Liberty Fisk. He brought important “Yankee-Republican” element into early day Montana. 28/57

1862

Coloradoan John White touches off 1st placer rush with finds at Grasshopper Creek—became Bannack, which had 400-500 population by fall. 28/51

1862

Promoters of “Northern Overland Route”, primarily Minnesotans, get special appropriation from Congress to provide military protection to wagon trains through Dakota country.  Known as the Minnesota-Montana Road—carried the “Fisk Expedition” 1862-67. 28/27

1863

Gold found at Alder Gulch, 70 miles East of Bannack.  Area will produce $30 to $40M by 1868.  28-52.

1863

John Bozeman and John Jacobs lay out Bozeman Road, leaving Oregon Trail at Casper.  28/57-8

1863

Plummer gang brought down by Vigilantes, 1863-4. 28/63-4

1863

Prospector William A. Clark arrives in Bannack.  28/153.

1863

Clark placer mines at Horse Prairie Creek near Bannack.  He and partner each end up with about $2,000 when they sell claim the next year.  This bankroll, “tidy for its day, formed the embryo of the fabled Clark fortune.” 110/13

1864

Gold Strike at Last Chance Gulch, Helena.  Also, gold found in the Big Belt Mountains at “Confederate Gulch”—the third of the big strikes.  28/52

1864

Montana Territory created. 28/70.

1864

Montana Territory carved out of Idaho Territory. 

1864

“Seven-up Pete,” Peter McMahon, names Silver Bow Creek.  Acc to MS 10-12-1930, he and five other prospectors came north from Virginia City looking for gold.  They camped along present Silver Bow Creek and discovered some gold grains.  At sunset, one man remarked how beautiful the bows of the creek shone in the sunset.  He reportedly said, “Oh look at the pretty silver bows.”  To which Pete responded, “Silver Bow is good and a good name it would be.”  The site has been identified as the bend in the creek at Nissler.  MS 5-25-81, NFA.

1866

Samuel T. Hauser, who was to become the territory’s most powerful capitalist, organizes the St. Louis and Montana Mining Co.  Erects first silver smelter at Argenta. 28/141

1866

First attempt to organize a miners union in Butte City.  (Gutfeld does not elaborate). 37/8

1866

Montana 2nd only to California in gold production. 28/53

1866

Montana Population approximately 28,000.  28/53

1866

Alfred Nobel invents dynamite.  “Giant Powder” (The trade name) hailed by both mine owner and miner; cheaper than black powder, and supposedly safer. 30/2

1869

Completion of the first transcontinental Rail Road thru North Utah. 28/57

1869

Union Pacific Rail Road completed through Southern Wyoming to Northern Utah; the Union Pacific-Central Pacific first transcontinental rail road, reached from Omaha to Sacramento.  Corrine-Virginia City Road (or Salt Lake Trail) becomes most-used route into Montana.  28/58

1870

Copper is 21.19 c/lb. (N.Y., electrolytic, f.o.b. refinery) 117M. 235-241. 

1870

Montana Population 20,595.  28/53

1870

Marcus Daly, was hired as foreman of the Emma Mine at Alta, Utah by the Walker Brothers.  He had been born to poor Irish Catholic parents in County Cavan, Ireland in 1841, and had worked as a longshoreman and telegraph operator in New York and on farms and ranches in the west before prospecting and working in mines, principally as a mine foreman for John Mackay at the Comstock Lode in the 1860’s.  110/19

1871

Copper is 24.12 c/lb.  117: M 235-241

1872

Copper is 35.56 c/lb. 117: M 235-241

1872

William Clark, with two partners, opens profitable bank in Deer Lodge. 28/153.  The First National Bank of Deer Lodge, capitalized at $50,000, later became “one of the strongest financial institutions in the country,” (after several reorganizations).  Clark had made some of his money freighting goods to mining areas, and ran the profitable mail contract between Walla Walla and Missoula.  He had a store on Bridge Street in Helena.  He had “formed a partnership first with R.W. Donnell of New York and then also with S.E. Larabie of Deer Lodge.  At Helena and increasingly at Deer Lodge the partners specialized in wholesale and retail merchandising and in the lucrative practice of buying gold dust for resale to eastern banks.  Clark acted as a purchasing agent for several Helena merchants and began extending loans to these and other men at rates of up to 2% monthly.”  This led into the bank.  110/14-15.

1872

Clark visited nearly dead camp of Butte; “The few dozen men still working the mines showed them off with an unquenchable enthusiasm.” Clark bought four major claims:  the Original, Coulsa, Mountain Chief, and Gambetta.  From this, Clark “shifted his career focus to vein mining.”  He soon went to Columbia University School of Mines for a “Cram course in geological and mineralogical studies.”  110/15

1873

Copper is 28.00 c/lb. 117: M 235-241

1874

Copper is 22.00 c/lb. 117: M 235-241

1874

Population of Butte City is down to 241.  116/2

1874

William L. Farlin returns to Butte after having Butte ore samples assayed at Owyhee, Idaho and finding them rich in silver and copper.  He relocated his old Asteroid (Travona) claim and twelve other plots.  Some credit him with “saving” Butte, though Malone doesn’t.  110/15-16 Travona Site.

1875

Copper is 22.69 c/lb. 117: M 235-241

1875

Centennial Exposition at Philadelphia reveals applications of electricity.  Alexander Graham Bell transmits speech through a CU wire.  27/48

1875

Billy Parks hits a four-foot-wide vein of copper glance at 150 feet in his Parrot Mine.  He had dug the mine by hand over a period of years, to the derision of the camp.  “If Farlin had proven Butte to be a silver camp, Parks had likewise demonstrated its copper potential.”  The Parrot was to become a very rich mine, though before that Parks sold his share in it for $10,000.  110/16-17.

1875

Map based on a survey by Demas L. McFarland, U.S. deputy survey, made.  Butte is not yet a city; Silver Bow not yet a county.  The map covers all 74 blocks of the original town site from Copper to Gold and From Arizona to Jackson Sts. Names of original property owners are inscribed on each lot.  MS 12-19-83, NFA.  Check Original Town Site.

1875

Butte in a major mining boom.  Farlin’s Dexter mill and How’s Centennial mill are operating; Davis’s mill will start in 1877.  Miners moved in, new businesses opened including saloons & “hurdy-gurdy” dance halls.  (Murphy, source 116, says first hurdy-gurdy opened in 1878) 110-16.

“July 4th at Butte began with a 13-gun salute and a 27-entry parade which attracted so many male participants that almost all the onlookers were women and children.”

1876

Daly comes to Butte under hire of Walker brothers of Utah to assess Alice mine.  28/153.  Daly and the Walkers bought several claims including some of the Alice lode and the Magna Charter.  By mid-October, Daly had a small force at work. 110/20 

1876

Walter Williams Adams filed a 21-acre claim in Horse Canyon, east of Butte.  “This basin claim was covered with a bramble bush undergrowth, a few grassy clearings, and scrub pine, although the area offered several freshwater springs and two small creeks that flowed west from the divide.”  He named it “Columbia” to honor the nation’s centennial. 31/22

1877

Copper is 19.00 c/lb. 117: M 235-241

1877

October 5th, Chief Joseph surrenders his Nez Perce. 28/105.

1878 

Copper is 16.56 c/lb. 117: M 235-241

1878

First strike in Montana’s history when Walker Brothers at the Alice Mine and A.J. Davis at the Lexington cut wages for unskilled underground from $3.50 to $3.00 per day.  Strike led to formation of Butte Workingmen’s Union, Aaron C. Witter organizer.  28/156, 110/76.  Lexington mine site 1878.

1878

Adolph and Leonard Lewisohn send Charles T. Meader to Butte to look at mining prospects.

1878-1879

Nathaniel P. Hill and W.A. Clark create the Colorado and Montana Company.  Henry William is superintendent.  The Colorado Company opens a large smelter south of Silver Bow Creek in 1879; adds a 50-t concentrator in 1881.  The firm does custom smelting.  110/22

1878

Congress passes the Timber and Stone Act, forbidding commercial timber cutting on public lands.  Law could hobble timber needs for big mining concerns; is virtually ignored until 1885 with Grover Cleveland’s administration.

1878

Mrs. Mitchell opens Butte’s first hurdy-gurdy house on Broadway.  She has brought four dancers with her from Salt Lake City.  116/31

1878

Strike at Alice & Lexington mines; Butte Workingmen’s Union formed BuChron, p. 1

1879

Copper is 18.62 c/lb. 117: M 235-241

1879

Butte City is incorporated, 183 acres, 45-block area enclosed by what are now Mercury, Quartz, Arizona and Washington Streets.  110/58

1879

W.A. Clark, John Noyes, and Robert McMinn set up Butte Water Company to bring water from head of Butte Run gulch to Walkerville and Butte.  The Daily Miner, August 20, 1879.

1879

Lewisohns form the Montana Copper Company to manage their recent Butte holdings.  Firm builds smelter east of Butte in 1880.  “Around this site grew up the settlement of Meaderville, later to become famous as an Italian enclave and a center of gambling and night life.  Meader left the Lewisohns later, bought the Bell Mine and built a smelter “which shipped matte all the way to Swansea, Wales, for finishing.  A colorful Scot who was famous for his gourmet cooking and for the whistles on his smelter, which each morning would ring out the tunes of “Annie Laurie” and the Blue Bells of Scotland,” Meader merits recognition as one of Butte’s primary developers.  He soon lost his Bell holdings to the bank and moved on..”  110/23.

1879

Fire ravages Butte.

1879

The Butte Miner reports that there are three opium dens in Butte “Where white boys, men and women congregate for the purpose of stupefying themselves.”  116/39.

1879-1881

War of Pacific.  Chile emerges dominant on West Coast over Peru & Bolivia.  27/196.

1880

Copper is 21.50 c/lb. 117: M 235-241

1880

Butte population 3,363.  110/58.  Ratio of men to women is 271 to 100.  116/6

1880

A.J. Davis and Sam Hauser and their partners, who had held the Parrot, incorporated in 1880 as the Parrot Silver and Copper Co.  Theirs was one of the early successes in bringing in Eastern investment money.  11 /21.

1880

Daly pays Larabie $20,000 for 2/3 interest in Anaconda Mine; buys other 1/3 from Hickey for $10,000 next May.  Daly gets financial support to develop it from San Francisco-based partnership of George Hearst, James Ben Ali Haggin, and Lloyd Tevis.  Success of this partnership built on rules of “never buying into properties which they couldn’t control and never paying more for a mine than the value of the ore in sight.”  Daly had years earlier advised Hearst to buy the Ontario in Utah for $30,000, and “From that $30,000; Hearst later wrote, ‘everything else came.”  110/25-26.

1880

City ordinance 28 makes hurdy-gurdy houses, dancing houses, and dancing saloons illegal.  116/32

1880

The surroundings of the Alice mines and mills are lit by Brush Electric Light—13 or 14 lights in all.  Butte Daily Miner, November 18, 1880

1881

Copper is 18.25 c/lb. 117: M 235-241

1881

Butte becomes the seat of Silver Bow County, carved out of Deer Lodge County.  110/58

1881

Utah and Northern reaches Butte, December 26.  First Rail Road into Montana. 28/131

1881

Daly backed by the Hearst-Haggin-Tevis syndicate, starts sinking 3-compartment shaft into the Anaconda.  110/28

1881

Butte Workingman’s Union becomes Miner’s Union of Butte City and welcomes all laborers into its ranks.  28/156

1881

A.J. Davis sold his Lexington Mine to a French syndicate for $1,000,000, retaining a 1/8 interest.  110/21

1881

“Better Element”  in Butte forms vigilante committee, A.J. Davis as president.  They refrained, however, from executing anyone and generally confined themselves to issuing warnings, for instance to opium smokers and vagrants to vamoose the ranch.”  110/59

1881

Charles Meader builds a copper smelter.  BuChron, p.1.

1881

Silver Bow County is organized.  BuChron, p.1.

1881

Butte Workingmen’s Union changes name to Miner’s Union of Butte City, BuChron, p.1

1881

Utah & Northern connects Butte to Union Pacific at Ogden.  BuChron, p. 1.

1881

November 15, 1881, St. James Hospital on Idaho St. opened with 30 beds.  Additions to the original building were made in 1890, 1898, 1913 and in 1942-3.  Old hospital was finally closed in 1961 after the Sisters of Charity had taken over the Community Hospital.  MS 3/14/83, NFA

1881

Butte Water Company has four fire plugs in place, service pipes to service all parts of the city, and has established schedule of rates, including business houses excluding hotels, saloons, and barber shops, $1 to $1.5/mo.’ Livery stables $30/mo; hotels $20/mo; saloons $6 to 12/mo.; The Daily Miner November 30, 1881.

1881-82

Silver Bow County is only debt-free county in Montana.  The Miner attributes this to the revenue that comes from fining prostitutes.  116/35

1881-82

Two important Irish organizations formed in Butte:  Division I of the Ancient Order of Hibernians (AOH), Irish Catholic Fraternity of Distinctly Irish Nationalist leaning:  Robert Emmet Literary Association (RELA), Camp 90 of the revolutionary Clan-na-Gael—non-sectarian, American branch of the secret Irish Republican Brotherhood.  But “neither—had as its principal function fighting Ireland’s war with England.  Rather—they tried to make the immigrant feel at home.”  29/2

1882

Copper is 18.50 c/lb. 117: M 235-241

1882

To supply his mines with lumber, Daly enters partnership with new Northern Pacific Railroad and with Missoula lumbermen Andrew B. Hammond, R.A. Eddy, and E.L. Bonner.  Firm is Montana Improvement Company, capitalized at $2,000,000; Railroad holds just over ½ of stock.  Hammond dominated organization. By mid 1883, the MIP will have 7 sawmills working double shifts in Missoula region  110/42-3

1882

The directors of the Union Pacific (Which had Utah and Northern as a spur) and directors of Northern Pacific formed a pooling agreement to “Poll passenger and freight traffic, to maintain rates, and to divide the market:  the Northern Pacific would stay out of Butte, and the Union Pacific would stop short of Helena.” So, no competition; high rates for Butte mines.  110/24

1882

Daly finds Calcocite, solid copper, at the Anaconda mine.  It proved to be a richest deposit of Cu sulphide “that had ever been found.” 27/46.

Silver had been playing out and copper ores became thicker.  “As the dust settled from a blast, Daly leaned down and picked up a chunk of glistening copper glance.  He said, wondrously:  “Mike, we’ve got it!”…Daly had just found the largest deposit of copper sulphide that the world had ever seen.” 110/28.

1882-1884, the partners ship 37,000 tons of high-grade ore to Swansea, Wales and Baltimore for smelting; stockpile much more until their smelter is on line. 110/29

1882

Butte union has 810 members.  110/76

1882

Brush Electric Light and Power Company of Butte is formed.  Trustees include W.A. Clark, P.A. Largey, three others.  Capital stock of 500 shares of $50. ea.  President is W.A. Clark.  Butte Daily Miner, February 18, 1882.  25 lights go on in Butte streets from the Brush generator at the Burlington Mill.  The Daily Miner, 12-7-1882.

1882

Easter morning stone building erected for Miners’ Union of Butte City collapses when it was heated to dry the plaster.  This nearly breaks the union; membership decreased to 84 (from 810 in 1881) and treasury to 45 c. “The Rise and Fall of the Butte Miners’ Union 1878-1914” by Norma Smith, Masters Thesis, MS in Applied Science, Montana State College, June, 1961. p. 12.

1883

Copper is 15.88 c/lb. 117: M 235-241

1883

Daly starts construction of 1st copper reduction works near Anaconda.  Washoe Smelter follows on Warm Springs Creek, finished ’84.  27/51.  and 28/154.  The Syndicate reportedly spent at least $4,000,000 on plant before it opened.  110/30.

1883

At Daly’s urging, Hearst, Haggin, Tevis syndicate had driven Anaconda shaft to 600 foot level—copper vein 100 foot wide, 55% pure in some places; also, $10 to $30 silver/ton.  28/154, 110/29

1883

Montana is second largest silver producer in nation.  Maintains position until mid 1890’s executive for 1887, when it ranked #1.  28/143.  Michigan “Lake” producers had averaged 80% share of U.S. Copper production for years prior to 1880; in 1883, they have only 51.6%; Butte has 21.4%; Arizona has 20%.  110/36

1883

Northern Pacific completed with gold spike at Gold Creek, Montana, 9-8.  28/133.

1883

Buffalo, which had numbered over 13M in 1860, down to fewer than 200 head.  28/115.

1883

March, P.F. Bloand elected president of Miners’ Union and union soon had 600 members.  “The Rise and Fall of the Butte Miners’ Union, 1878-1914: by Norma Smith, Masters Thesis, MS in Applied Science, Montana State College, June, 1961. p. 12.

1884

Copper is 13.75 c/lb.  117: M 235-241

1884

Anaconda Reduction Works in full swing.  27/52.  Union Pacific-Utah and Northern Railroads Anaconda spur links Anaconda mine with smelter; smelter had capacity of 450-500 tons of ore a day; had 34 reverberatory roasting furnaces, 26 matte furnaces, and two 70-ton blast furnaces.  It produced a 64% copper mat, which was refined on East Coast and in Britain.  110/31

1884

Reacting to opening of smelter, the Lake firms, through their pooling agreement led by Calumet and Hecla as selling agent, cut price of copper to 11 ½ c/lb. Beginning of price war.  110/36

1884

After a decade-long boom, Butte is producing $1,250,000 worth of silver and copper a month.  The ¾ square mile central milling district produced 1,000 ton of ore daily.  Butte’s mines, mills and smelters had monthly payroll of $540,000 for 2,500 employees.  Silver was Montana’s premier metal, not yet surpassed by copper.  Butte’s greatest silver mines were the Lexington, the Alice and Bluebird.  110/31-2.

1884

January 14th.  2nd constitutional convention convenes in Helena.  Construction ratified by wide margin in state, but statehood denied.  28/147-8

1884

Clark sees samples from the United Verde Mine in Arizona; leads to his purchase of the mine, which is his most lucrative investment.  110/82

1884

There are over 300 mines, 4000 location notices, nine quartz mills, and four smelters in the Butte area.  5000 miners, choppers, teamsters, payroll of $600 K/mo. Copper camp, p.20.

1885

Copper is 11.10 c/lb. 117: M 235-241

1885

Butte is greatest mining camp in the west, with largest number of organized miners—1800.  Miners Union of Butte City reorganized as Butte Miners Union.  28/156.  W/BMU, all workers who are not actually miners are disaffiliated; they form their own smaller craft organizations.  Some join the Knights of Labor.  110/76

1885

Grover Cleveland takes office and is serious about environmental issues.  His Land commissioner William Andrew Jackson Sparks tries to enforce 1878 Timber and Stone Act; brings suit against Montana lumbermen.  U.S. vs. W. A. Clark is not settled until 1906, charging large-scale fraudulent purchases; U.S. Supreme Court under Oliver Wendell Holmes finds, surprisingly, in Clark’s favor.  U.S. vs. Bitter Root Development Co. et al also not settled until 1906, against Daly and several associates.  Charged they had cut $2,000,000 worth of timber on federal lands.  After Daly’s death in 1900, grand jury returned 102 indictments.  In the end, U.S. Department of Justice agrees to $156,000 settlement.  A slap on the wrist. 110/43-4.  U.S. vs. A.B. Hammond not settled until 1917.  Charged that the Montana Improvement Co. had cut over 21M board feet of timber between 1885 and 1994.  Hammond ended up paying $7,000!  110/44

1885

Miners Union has 1450 members, builds new hall.  Second story had seven anterooms and a large hall for meetings and dancing, “the finest dancing hall in the city, in use nearly every night.”  Butte Daily Miner, January 1, 1886, p. 37.  In March, resolution prohibits any but miners from belonging; name changed to Butte Miners’ Union.  “The Rise and Fall of the Butte Miners Union, 1878-1914” by Norma Smith, Masters Thesis, MS in Applied Science, Montana State College, June, 1961. p. 13.

1885

BMU is formed. BC, p. 1.

1885

Theodore Roosevelt visits Butte May 28, 1885.  MS 6-1-81, NFA.

1886.

Copper is 11.00 c/lb. 117: M 235-241

1886

Lake firms cut copper price further, to 10c/lb. Three largest Arizona firms shut down, as do smaller Montana operators.  In August and September, Anaconda closed mines, mills, furnaces, and lays off most of its employees.  But, the depressed prices hurt the Lake firms, too.  110/37.

1886

Non-miners form Silver Bow Trades and Labor Assembly in 1886, work with BMU.  28/156

1886

Mines and Smelter closed down from August 25 to December 10th.  Unsat. Copper prices. W.J. Wilcox, p. 54

1887

Copper is 11.25 c/lb. 117: M 235-241

1887

Butte Miners Union wins closed shop.  28/156.  They win closed shop after threatening to lynch the “recalcitrant” super of the Bluebird Mine.  “Joined under the umbrella of the Silver Bow Trades and Labor Assembly, 34 separate unions now represented nearly all of the camp’s 6,000 workers.”  Big Bill Hayword called it “the greatest single social force of the working class in the western part of America”  He “further concluded that Butte labor might have won control of the entire Montana political structure if it could have avoided internal dissension.”  110/77

1887

Great Northern (James J. Hill’s Rail Road) reaches Butte.  Hauls ores and copper to smelter and refinery at Great Falls, and markets back east.  27/53.

1887

Dawes Act—tried to turn Indians into farmers. 28/109.

1887

Montana ranks #1 in silver production.  28/143.  The ‘crest of the silver boom; 290 stamps are crushing about 440 tons of ore daily, yielding an average of $25 in silver per ton.  11032.

1887

Butte mines reopen after Lake producer’s price war.  By year’s end, Montana surpasses Michigan in copper production.  Montana produced78,900,000 pounds of copper; Lake Superior 74,660,000.  Anaconda had 57,000,000 pounds of total, 11,400,000 more than Calumet and Hecla.  110/37.

1887

King-Amy Silversmith case, re:  Amy and Non-Consolidated lode claims, is first apex suit in Butte. “The vein in dispute was being mined for gold and silver.  The ore was in the Amy discovery vein, which dipped northerly from the Amy into, and within, surface boundaries of the Non-Consolidated owner… the first apex controversy of record in the Butte district, and also the first of the few from the area to be considered by the Supreme Court of the U.S.  It was the opinion in this case that finally established the rule of law that where the apex of the discovery vein crosses both parallel side-lines of a location, the side-lines become end-lines originally designated as end-lines.”  27/113.  (This seems to contradict later use of apex litigation?)

1887

Boston and Montana Consolidated Copper and Silver Mining Company and Butte and Boston Consolidated Mining Company formed (into 1888).  Key figures are Albert S. Bigelow of Boston and the Lewisohn brothers of New York.  The Boston and Montana is the larger of the two, and built on the base of the Lewisohn’s Montana Copper Company.  110/48-9

1887

Walter William Adams “Columbia” claim in Horse Canyon, having not succeeded as a mineral claim, and becoming, instead, a “primitive recreation area,”  Now called Columbia Gardens “Because in contrast to Butte, defoliated by smelters’ arsenic smoke, its greenery did represent a garden” 31/22

1887

Silver Bow Trades and Labor Assembly formed, official organ is Butte Bystander (pro-Irish). BC, p. 1

1887

Northern Pacific ties Butte to Garrison, BC, p.1

1887

Smelter at Anaconda shut down January 31, 1887 to March 1, 1887, Lack of Coal. W.J. Wilcox, p. 54.

1888

Copper is 16.80 c/lb. 117: M 235-241

1888

The Anaconda uses 40,000 board feet of lumber a day in its mines alone, “especially for the big square-set braces which filled its deep stopes.” 110/42

1888

Anaconda Reduction Works burns.  It will soon be rebuilt of metal, yet in a few years will prove inadequate and a new one built. 27/56

1888

Butte and Boston Consolidated Mining Co. organized.  Reorganized in 1896.  Involved Lewisohns and others.  27/81

1888

W.A. Clark beat by Republican Thomas H. Carter for Congressional seat.  Humiliated.  Daly behind it—certainly to thwart Clark, but also because he anticipated Republican Ben J. Harrison’s election as President and needed republican representation to get rid of lawsuits threatening his Montana Improvement Co. timber operations. 28/160.  See Also 110/85-87

1888

John A. Gordon and Frederic Ritchie lease “Columbia Gardens” site, built a restaurant, a 35X90 foot dancehall floor, playground equipment, a beer hall, “a fine zoological collection, dramatic performances every Sunday afternoon—all in all, a first class family resort.”  Their effort will not prove financially viable, however, and within a decade the Gardens has disintegrated into a home for cock fights and pit bull battles—“a drinking man’s hangout” 31/22-3

1888

The Societe des Metaux, a group of French speculators led by Hyacinthe Secretan, has contracts with 37 mining companies, including Anaconda, by mid-year, paying 13.5 c/lb, in an attempt to corner the copper market.  The syndicate controls 80 to 85% of the world’s supply.  Copper prices rise, up to 18 c/lb.  This brings junk brass and copper into the market; consumers start substituting iron and zinc for copper and brass. The effort crashes in 1899; prices fall from high of 21 c/lb. To 7 ½; Secretan commits suicide.  Haggin of Anaconda and Colonel Thomas Livermore of Calumet and Hecla convince Syndicate’s creditors not to dump copper; avoid the devastation of the industry. 110/37-9 

1888

Total U.S. production of copper is 113,181 short tons.  110/39

1888

J.J. Hill’s Montana Central Railroad reaches Butte from Helena, providing competition for the pooling agreement between the Northern Pacific and the Utah and Northern Pacific.  It was not, however, welded into Hill’s transcontinental Great Northern system until a few years later.  When it was, freight rates fell considerably.  110/40

1889

Copper is 13.75 c/lb. 117: M 235-241

1889

Jim Hill’s Montana Central completed to Butte.  Competition makes rates go down.  28/134 (See 110/40)

1889

Outgoing President Cleveland signs Omnibus Bill, which allows Dakotas, Washington and Montana Statehood.  28/148.  Montana calls itself the “Treasure State” and it’s “frankly materialistic” motto is “Oro y Plata,” gold and silver.

1889

Montana Constitution exempts un-mined ore from taxation:  “Net Proceeds Tax” Constitution ratified 24,676 to 2,274.  Montana is 41st state.  28/149-50.  Both Daly and Clark are on Constitution committee; law taxed only ores actually removed.  “Contrary to some charges, the mine owners apparently did not really have to conspire or coerce the convention in order to gain this tax advantage.  Rather, most delegates seemed willing to accept it as a necessary incentive to building the state’s key industry.”  110/89

1889

Irregularities in Silver Bow County Precinct 34 lead to state staging two legislatures and then sending 4 U.S. Senators to Congress.  Disgracing! 28/148-50. (See 110/90-92 also)

1889

Calumet and Hecla lose attempt to kill Anaconda with price war.  Price pegged at 12 c/lb.  Montana surpasses Michigan production—43,3% of national, compare to Michigan’s 38.7%. 28/157

1889

Legislature appoints state mine inspector to oversee mine safety throughout the state. He is mandated by law to notify mine managers of safety violations within their mines, but lacks legislative authority to enforce recommendations.  30/12-13.

1889

Daly recruits John H. Durston, New York newspaperman, to set up a local daily to compete with Clark’s Butte Miner.  First-issue of Anaconda Standard printed 4-9-89.  110/88-9

1889

Great Northern comes to Butte.  BC p. 1

1889

Fire in St. Lawrence Mine discovered on the 500-foot level at about 5:30 am.  Six fatalities.  Anaconda Standard, November 23, 1889.  W. J. Wilcox, “His Record of Anaconda,” notes that fire still burning “at this date, April 29, 1931.”  W.J. Wilcox, p. 6.

1889

Rabbi M. Eisenburg engaged by Butte reform congregation.   “The Jews of Montana” by Benjamin Kelson, Masters Thesis, MSU, 1950.  p. 102.

Butte Chronology, 1890’s

1890

Copper is 15.75 c/lb. (NY electrolytic f.o.b. refinery).  117: M 235-241

1890

Butte has 10,723 inhabitants/ Silver Bow County has 23,744.  110/58.  45% of county’s population is foreign born.  110/64.

1890-93

From 1890 to 1893, Montana produces average of $20 M silver/year.  Yet, most produced by small mines.  In ’90, 75 active mines produced less than $100K ore annually.  Only 8 more than $1/2 Million.  28/143-145

1890

The Butte Hill now produces about $30,000,000 annually in metals, with the Anaconda by far the biggest producer.  By early 1890’s, Anaconda’s smelting capacity is 3,000 ton/day and will increase to 4,000 ton/day with full operation of the Lower Works; and the operations consume 75,000 tons of coal and 15 million board feet of lumber a year.  3,000 men at work for Anaconda.  By the mid 1890’s, Anaconda, St. Lawrence, and the Neversweat; The Mountain Consolidated group with 38 claims including the Modoc and the High Ore; the lesser Anglo-Saxon group centered on the Orphan Girl; and the silver-oriented Union Consolidated group.  110/41.

1890

Montana mines 50% of all U.S. Copper.  Anaconda leads, with 131,471,127 lbs.; Michigan’s Calumet and Hecla, 88,278,986; Boston and Montana, 60,000,000; Arizona’s United Verde and Copper Queen are in 4th and 5th place.  This is zenith of Butte’s ascendancy.  110/53

1890

The Anaconda adopts the Bessemer process for blister copper of high purity.  Increases efficiency, lowers costs.  Electrolysis to refine copper of last traces of impurity is second major innovation, in mid 1890’s.  110/53

1890

Great Northern (Hill) takes over Manitoba, and with it Montana Central.  Builds to reach Puget Sound in 1893.  Did all this without Transcontinental land grant.  28/135-6

1890

Montana Democratic party led by a “quarter of leading businessmen—the ‘Big Four’ as they were popularly known,”  Clark, Daly, silver king Samuel T. Houser, and transportation magnate C.A. Broadwater (latter two from Helena.)  110/85

1890-1892:  Building boom in Butte.  MS 7-27-81, NFA.

1891 

Boycott of Chinese establishments.  Check locations of Pekin Building and Mai Wah.

1891

Smelter at Anaconda shut-down from March 20 to October 23rd, freight rates.  W.J. Wilcox, p. 54.

1891

Copper is 12.88 c/lb. 117: M 235-241.

1891

Hearst, Haggin, Tevis and Daly partnership officially incorporated as the Anaconda Mining Company for term of 20 years with capitalization of 500,000 shares at par value $25.  (Capital stock of $12,500,00).  27/57.   Significant because outsiders share in Anaconda for first time.  28/158.

1891

Anaconda builds refinery at Anaconda; will greatly enlarge and expand it in 1893-95.  Indicates syndicate’s move into the “downstream” end of copper processing.  110/41.

1891

George Hearst dies.  27/88.  Death comes shortly after ACM incorporated.  Hearst owns 7/16 of ACM; that formed major part of his estate conservatively valued at $18M.  110/46

1891

After Secretan’s syndicate disaster, Haggin, Livermore and other leaders of copper producers try to prevent return to wholesale cut throat competition by establishing trade association.  By 1893, these, in theory, represent 75% of world production with agreements to limit production.  But Lewisohn and other key producers not go along; by 1894, effort had failed.  100/39.

1891

The Butte Water Works Daly et al had been buying up the incorporated into the Butte City Water Company.  110/42.  Clark had, according to Malone, “scored a coup against Daly by denying him control of the Butte water franchise.  Daly badly needed this concession in order to insure his water supply; and when Clark checked him by maneuvering the city council, Daly declared war on the Democratic councilmen who had betrayed him.  110/39.  (How was the water franchise issue resolved?) This leads  Daly to desert Democrats in mayoral race of 1892, join with Lee Mantle and the Republicans.  11094.

1892

Copper is 11.50 c/lb. 117: M 235-241

1892

Daly’s Butte, Anaconda and Pacific Railroad incorporated.  Built by miners from Butte (With advice from James J. Hill) 27/53.

1892

Daly reaches 100 M T cu production, making his operation the largest copper producer in the world. 27/56.

1892

U.S. Copper production is 179,499 short tons, up from 113,181 in 1888.  110/39.

1892

Populists write Omaha Platform—graduated income tax, government owned RR, telephone, telegraph, postal savings bank, more direct democracy, free and unlimited coinage of silver at rate of 16/1 with gold.  That would increase inflation and decrease farm debt.  Free silver attracted Montana miner support. 28/162.

1892

Populist parties 1st meetings in Montana.  Nominating convention in Butte in June.  Support national issues; also, Northern Pacific should forfeit land grant.  Nominate Will Kennedy of Boulder for Government, Caldwell Edwards of Bozeman for congress, and Ella Knowles for Attorney General.  28/162-3.  Montana Populist party had been formed at convention in January in Anaconda; 230 delegates attended.  110/93.

1892

Daly swings with Republicans and Populist steal traditional Democrats thunder.  Republicans and Democrats each have 26 in the house of representatives, three Populist members as well, hold balance.  Helena wins most votes for capital, Anaconda 2nd; but Helena doesn’t have majority, so runoff election will be held in 1894.  110/94

1892

The Copper Block is built; it becomes a clearinghouse for information and mail in Butte’s “tenderloin” district; many prostitutes, gamblers, and pimps live there; it is run by Harry Adams who may have had “considerable control…Butte’s prostitution business.”  116/45.

1892

Wm. Penrose, Cornish miner, ed or Mining Journal, who voted against the 8-hr. day is murdered. BC, p.2

1893

Delegates from throughout the west meet in Butte and found the Western Federation of Miners, with BMU local #1.  In Montana, had peace and political harmony with mine owners, but that was not the case in ID, Co, Wash. 28/157.  (See also 110/78-9.)

1893

Goals of WFM are to secure fair compensation and safer working conditions for its members.  Seeks to achieve goals through education, cooperation, lobbying.  WFM will prove ineffective because of internal strife and poor leadership.  37/8.

1893

Heinze, with his brothers, incorporated the Montana Ore Purchasing Company.  F.A. holds 51% of stock.  Capitalized at $2 ½ M; highly sophisticated Meaderville smelter opens early in 1894.  Heinze soon starts buying mines as well and has good nose for seemingly played out mines that are rich.  With in four years, MOP employed 700 men, produced 20-25,000 pounds of cu/yr, and issued dividends of 32% per year.  “As one awe-struck observer noted: in two years he had developed properties which cost him a million and ½ dollars into properties that were worth from 20-30 millions.  110/51-2.

1893

Panic of 1893.  Severe nationwide depression.  Northern Pacific in big financial problems.  28/136.

1893

Panic devastates western silver industry.  Grover Cleveland calls special session of Congress to repeal Sherman Silver Purchase Act.  With mines shut down, approximately 3000 people leave Granite-Phillipsburg area in 24 hours. 28/146.  By end of summer, the Alice, Lexington, Gagnon and Moulton Cos, biggest silver mines, all closed.  By end of year, 1/3 of Montana’s workforce, 20,000 men, out of work.  Sam Hauser’s First National Bank of Helena fails.  “Butte is looking very savage, Marcus Daily wrote to J.B. Haggin.  “There are over 3,000 idle men on the streets.  They are discontented and dissatisfied.”  Daly sides with his men against wage cuts.  Panic lingers on through 1896.  110/55.

1893

100 members of Montana’s chapter of the American Bimetallic League attend the great Chicago convention in August.  “Daly poured so much money into the league that, according to one questionable authority, he largely subsidized it.” 110/106.

1893

Local position of C.U. industry is strengthened with demise of silver operators.  28/158.

1893

Clark’s election to Senate again thwarted by Daly.  Until 1895, Montana will have only one man in Senate.  28/161. (See also 110/95-98)

1893

City Directory lists 212 drinking establishments. 110/74

1893

Women’s Protective Union founded in Butte.  “Limited in membership to cooks, maids, and waitresses, the union handled typical grievances, “bosses getting smart with the girls, not paying right, working overtime.” BC p.2. 116/18.

1893

Western Federation of Miners formed in Butte, May 15.  BC p. 2

1893

Financial panic; BA&P constructed; mining suspended.  W.J. Wilcox, p.54.

1894

Copper is 9.43 c/lb. 117: M 235-241.

1894

Butte, Anaconda and Pacific Railroad goes into operation, January 1.  27/53.

1894

Butte Copper and Zinc Co. incorporated. 27/81.

1894

Election to decide state capital—Helena or Anaconda.  Estimated that Daly spend over $2 ½ M, Clark over $400 K.  Clark had “copper collars” made as gimmick.  52K voted, which meant each vote cost $56!!  Helena won.  28/161.  Estimates came from journalist Christopher Connoly and were probably high. “Daly later testified that his side spend only $450,000, and Clark placed the total expenditure at roughly $1,000,000.”  110/99.  (For more on fight, see 110/98-105.)

1894

Montana Populists, swelled by Panic of ’83, send three to state senate, 13 to HR.  28/162-3.  Malone later says 17 sent to legislature.  110/105.

1894

Anaconda Copper Mining Company, Butte’s largest employer, reports 5,534 men working its mines.  Of this total, 3,321 or 60% were born either in U.S. or Ireland.  Rest natives of England, Scandinavia, Finland, and Italy.  29/21.

1894

BA&P RR enters Butte.  BC, p.2.

1894

Daly says in article he wrote for Anaconda Standard, that the cost of operating, expenses and supplies for Anaconda Co. was 6,500,000 in 1894.  He also says that the Anaconda Company in its operations has paid out in Montana $72M since 1878.  Article dated Anaconda, November 1, 1895; printed in The Anaconda Standard, November 3, 1895.

1895

Copper is 10.70 c/lb. 117: M 235-241.

1895

U.S. Pioneers in use of Bessemer and electrolysis processes; far surpasses England and Germany in copper mining and processing.  U.S. produces over half of world’s supply of copper.  110/54.

1895

Hill, with J.P. Morgan and others, acquires controlling interest in Northern Pacific.  With Great Northern, called the Hill Lines.  28/136.

1895

The Rothschild’s London-based Exploration Company, Limited buys $7 ½ M. worth of Anaconda Stock (out of then total $25M) @ $25. per share.  Most of these shares come from Phoebe Hearst.  This forces reorganization of firm.  ACM had been earning about $2.5 M/year in profit.  110/45-6.

1895

Anaconda Mining Company becomes Anaconda Copper Mining Company.  Haggin is president, Daly superintendent.  27/58, 89 and 28/158 and 110/46.  Stock capitalization increased to $30 M and Rothschild’s buy more, enough to give them almost ½ of the stock.  The Rothschild’s will sell off much of their holdings before long, however, leaving Daly and Haggin in control.  Total net profits for next three years will be almost $13M, half paid as dividends, half reinvested.  110/46.

1895

“Big Explosion” in Butte.  January 15, 1895 Fire in warehouses east of Arizona Street, one warehouse housed large supply of dynamite.  Exploded several times; killed 57 or 58 people including (13) all but 3 of city fire department.  The firemen included 7 or 9 regulars, and 6 volunteers.  110/71 (also see “Butte Fire Department” publication p. 39.)

1895

BMU and its affiliates form a statewide labor assembly, the State Trades and Labor Council to represent their interests.  “This outfit, like its main sponsor, the BMU, consistently joined the mine owners and the general business community in rallying support for Montana’s sagging silver industry and for other mutual concerns.”  110/79 (Butte Trades & Labor Council formed.  BC p.2)

1896

Copper is 10.92 c/lb. 117:M 235-241

1896

William Jennings Bryan, free silver democrat, wins Montana 4 to 1.  Marcus Daly is the largest single contributor to the nationwide Dem-Pop cause, giving $50K.  In state, Popocrats, Dem-Pop fusion, win big.  Pop. Robert B. Smith wins governor; popocrats control HR. 28/163.  Daly was Bryan’s “greatest benefactor,” his son-in-law estimate Daly contributed $300,000; New York World reported Daly construction $100,000.  With contributions from Daly, Clark, and Anaconda employees, Montana was “a key source of Democratic-Populist funding.”  110/108-9.  In November election, Dem-Pop fusion has near total victory in Montana—every major state office and the house of representative.  Republicans have slim hold on senate due to holdovers.  Bryan carried all Montana counties except for two on the eastern border.  Beat McKinley 4-1. 110/109.  For more on fusion and 1896 elections, see 110/106-110.

1896

William Clancy wins election to judgeship—becomes friend of Heinze.  28/172

1896

U.S. Copper production is 230,031 short tons, up from 113,181 in 1888.  110/39

1896

Anaconda’s refinery at Anaconda turns out 100 to 120 tons of marketable copper a day.  110/42

1896

WFM affiliates with AFL.  BC P. 2

1897

Copper is 11.30 c/lb.  117: M 235-241

1897

WFM withdraws from AFL.  BC P.2

1897-98

Building Boom; 1,684 permits issued.  MS 7/27/81, NFA.

1897-98

Over 1600 building permits are issued.  116/42

1898

Copper is 12.10 c/lb. 117: M 235-241

1898

Clark reluctantly decided to run for Senate again in 1899, to keep Daly from controlling politics in the state.  110/112

1898

Hennessy’s Department Store opens, managed by “Marcus Daly’s henchman,” Dan J. Hennessy.  $600,000, 6-story building with Anaconda Company head offices on sixth floor. 110/59

1898

Heinze’s Montana Ore Purchasing Co. vs. the Boston Firms over ownership of veins that merged along boundaries of Davitt & Rarus mines.  Beginning of 5 years “Apex Wars.” 28/170.  (See also 110/140-148)

1898

Daly buys huge timber holdings from Hammond et al for nearly $1,500,000; purchase includes millworks, dam, and power plant at Bonner.  With mills Daly had already built at Hamilton and St. Regis and at Hope, Idaho and previous purchases of standing timber, the Anaconda was not self sufficient in timber.  110/44-5.  The Anaconda is by now a “giant, highly integrated organization, owning huge reserves of ore, coal, and lumber, the world’s greatest reduction works, and a new refining arm.  It also owned urban real estate, farmland, hotels, rails, water and electrical works and various commercial holdings.”  110/45. 

1898

Ed Boyce, President of WFM, launches Western Labor Union.  BC, P. 2.

1899

Copper is 17.75 c/lb. 117: M 235-241

1899

Company organized with capital of $75 M under N.J. Law.  Henry H. Rogers, active head of Standard Oil, at fore of movement.  (Amal actually had nothing to do with Standard Oil, per se. Some of its executives were at the fore.)  110/135  (Capitalization increase to $155 M in 1901).  Daly signed on, exchanged most of his $17 M Anaconda stock for Amalgamated.  Original officers:  Rogers, President; Daly, Vice President; William G. Rockefeller, Secretary Treasurer.  Unclear whether Daly sign on in 1899 or 1901.  27/95-6.  A.C. Burrage also involved.  Amal, a holding co. purchased control of ACM.  28/158-9.  Thomas Lawson first got Rockefeller and Rogers interested in Butte.  Haggin didn’t go along; sold his Anaconda holdings for $15 M, 50% greater earning than Hearst estate had gotten few years previously.  New York Times said “The Amalgamated Copper Company is the biggest financial deal of the age.”  Public went wild; subscription to Amal. Stock ran to $130 M, largest ever on Wall Street.  Amal overcapitalized the holding company, bilked the public of millions.  Did the same thing a second time in 1901. 110/137-8.  For more on Amal bilking, see 110/137-40.  For more on consolidation, see 110/131-158.

1899

Haggin retires as President of Anaconda Copper Mining Co.  Daly takes presidency.  7/92

1899

H.H. Rogers and Leonard Lewisohn and other capitalists merge $65 M worth of western silver-lead smelters, plants, and properties into American Smelting and Refining Co, ASARCO.  Includes smelters at Great Falls and at East Helena.  Meyre Guggenheim properties become part of ASARCO in 1901, and Guggenheims soon gain control.  This is one example of more than 2600 mergers which occur in the United States 1899-1903, with properties valued at more than $6.3 B. (Check dates).  110/132

1899

December 20, Judge Clancy issues injunction to halt operations at Anaconda, Neversweat, and St. Lawrence mines on the grounds that the Anaconda vein apexed on Heinze’s tiny “Copper Trust” claim.  Quickly reverses decision when miners threaten to lynch him. (Marcosson says this was 1898; actually, it was 1899).  27/120.  (See also 110/147-8).

Copper prices, in a 5-year period of boom, which started in 1896, reach 19.25 c/lb. Involved are recovery from 893 panic, expansion of electrical industry, flood of American exports on European markets.  110/132.

1899

Hennessy Building completed.  Anaconda takes office there.  27/77.

1899

Tevis, of the Hearst Haggin Tevis partnership, dies.  27/88

1899

Clark bids for Senate yet again.  Son, Charles, says “We will send the old man to the Senate or the poorhouse.”  Grand jury finds against bribery (rumored that each juror received $10K). 28/166.  Bribes to legislators got as high as $20,000 and, at least once, $50,000.  110/119.  Clark won his seat after many votes; U.S. Senate undertook hearings to see if he should be unseated.  (See also, 110113-130).

1899

Clark purchases the 21-area “Columbia” claim to develop an amusement area for Butte.  Jesse R. Wharton, manager of the Butte Electric Railway Company (owned by Clark) develops the park for Clark.  By the end of 1900, Clark will have spent $100,000 on the project.  Cynics saw the gesture of good will as a way to win a senate seat.  The Butte Electric Railway Company is proprietor of Columbia Gardens until 1928.  During this time it will grow to 68 acres and include a beautiful lake, acres of lush grass, a tri-level pavilion with an 80X130 foot hardwood dance floor, children’s playground with elaborate equipment, a zoo, and greenhouses with over 150,000 different plants, a herbarium with specimens of every flower and plant native to Montana, a fish hatchery, and an athletic field and covered grandstand. 31/23, 25-26.

Butte Chronology, 1900’s

1900

Copper is 16.54 c/lb. (New York, electrolytic, f.o.b. refinery). 117: M 235-241.

1900

Butte has 30,470 inhabitants, Silver Bow County has 47,635.  110/58

1900

60% of the population of Butte is male; ratio is 147 men to 100 women.  116/6

1900

Of the 13,000 women living in Butte, 22% work for wages.  116/9.  Nearly half the widows in town worked for wages; even higher % of divorced women did.  116/10.  56% of women who work in Montana are in domestic service.  “Only three states in the country had a higher percentage of women working as domestics.”  116/15.

1900

Butte’s Chinese population is down to 391 from 710 in 1890, due to a “vicious anti-Chinese campaign” in Butte during the 1880’s.  116/38.

1900

The population of prostitutes in Butte numbers 175; 57 or 32.5% of the prostitutes are foreign born (as compared to 33.5% of the general population).  There is only one Chinese prostitute; 3 from Holland; “handful” from England, Norway, Germany, Belgium; 4 from Japan; “scattering” from Australia, Cuba, Mexico; 2 from Ireland, 3.5% of foreign born prostitutes, even though Irish were 24.2% of immigrant population overall; 22 from France even though French population in city was negligible; at least nine black prostitutes (out of a total black population of 240); 118 native born prostitutes born in Montana.  116/58-64.

1900

Montana Supreme Court rules that companies cannot be considered negligent because “negligence is a break of duty and the employer has no duty to provide a completely safe workplace.  Certainly the company must use reasonable diligence to provide a safe work area, but this could not be continuously required in a mining area where workmen are creating a place of work and constantly changing it.” 116/10.

1900

Amalgamated largest presence in Montana: with Boston coc., which it was absorbing, Amal. Employed 6,060 in Montana:  3,657 in the Anaconda, 1085 in the Boston and Montana, 628 in the Butte and Boston, 282 in the Parrot, 215 in the Colorado, and 193 in the Washoe.  Clark employed only 428 in his Butte operations; Heinze’s Montana Ore Purchasing Co., 453.  110/149.

1900 

W.A. Clark is reputed to be worth $50M.  110/196.

1900

Most of bigger mines are electrified; many have 3-compartment shafts 2,000 feet deep or more.  110/62.

1900

U.S. Copper production is 303,059 short tons, almost a three X increase from 1888.  110/39.

1900

Daly and plant manager Frank Klepetko design new reduction works, automated with electricity, capable of handling 5,000 tons of ore per day.  Separately incorporated as the Washoe Copper Company and capitalized at $20,000,000, is most advanced facility in the world.  Opened in 1902.  300 acre complex; worlds largest smelter.  110/42.

1900

The Anaconda consumes over 400 tons of coal per day.  Daly purchases and mines own coal Diamondville, WY, at Storrs and Cokedale near Bozeman Pass; at Sand Coulee and Belt near Great Falls, and intensively at Washoe and Carbonado near Red Lodge, Montana. 110/42 (not clear when these mines are purchased).  

1900

September 12, Daly dies in New York City.  Over 1000 people attend funeral at St. Patrick’s Cathedral. 27/47.

1900

William Scallon becomes President of Anaconda. 27/76.

1900

John D. Ryan moves to Butte, buys interest in Daly Bank and Trust Co. 27/101.

1900

Senate Committee on Privileges and Elections votes unanimously to recommend that Senate refuse Clark’s seat for bribery, dishonest; he resigns May 15.  Committee finds questionable dealings re:  Daly, too. 28/166.  Senator William Eaton Chandler of New Hampshire, chairman of the Senate Committee on Privileges and Elections, presents committees recommendation to Senate that Clark’s election be declared void due to bribery.  Clark resigned.  110/126. Clark’s forces turn trick to get Governor Smith out of state and Lt. Governor Spriggs names Clark to fill his own vacancy.  Facing fight in Senate, issue dies; Clark is not a senator. 110/128-9.  Chandler is later defeated in New Hampshire, by an opponent probably funded by Clark.  110/129.

1900

Clark AGAIN goes after Senate seat.  Clark won seat with alliance with Heinze. Their strength is anti-Amalgamated/Standard Oil rhetoric.  One June 12, Miner’s union Day, Heinze and Clark had granted 8-hour day with $3.50 wage that had been paid for 10-hour day.  (Montana legislature pas 8-hour day law in 1901; voter amended constitution for such in 1904.)  To combat Clark/Heinze fusion, Daly forms Independent Democratic Party at Butte in October; like Clark/Heinze, for Bryan for president; otherwise supported Daly loyals.  Rogers and Co. reportedly put up $1,500,000 to buy newspapers.  Heinze/Clark win big. Bryan for president, Toole for Governor, Edwards for Congress; Democratic-Populist-Labor candidates win control of both houses of legislature; Heinze’s two judges (Edward Harney and William Clancy) and entire slate of Silver Bow County officials win. 110/149-156.

1900

Montana School of Mines opens. BC, P.2.

1900

Theodore Roosevelt visits Butte 9-18-1900.  MS 6/1/81, NFA.

1901

Copper is 16.40 c/lb. 117: M 235-241.

1901

W.A. Clark easily wins Senate seat.  Serves from 1901-07.  From that date on, spends less and less time in Montana.  28/169-70.  Clark suddenly turned away from Heinze and antitrusters of 1900 and made peace with Amalgamated—probably because they threatened him with a fight on his Senate seat. 110/161.  He is remembered as a conservative Democrat, richest member of the so-called Senate “Millionaires Club.” Supported opening Indian reservations, liberalizing homestead laws, opposed TR’s imperialism, supported Hepburn Rail Reform Act and Pure Food and Drug Act, opposed Roosevelt conservation measures. One memorable statement: “In rearing the great structure of empire on this Western Hemisphere we are obliged to avail ourselves of all the resources at our command.  The requirements of this great utilitarian age demand it.  Those who succeed us can well take care of themselves. 110195-6

1901

Clark forms $25 M San Pedro, Los Angeles, and Salt Lake Railroad between Utah and San Pedro harbor.  Beat our E.H. Harriman, Union Pacific Southern Pacific to do it. 110/197.

1901
Minnie Healy Case before Judge Harney.  Later remanded to Clancy. 28/172.

1901

Cornelius Kelley joins Anaconda legal department. 27/77.

1901

Edward W. Harney, another Heinze judge, elected to District Court Bench. 27/124

1901

(Possibly 1902) Amalgamated, highly over capitalized and having built up huge stockpiles of cu in attempt to control prices, has to slash dividend and dump cu; price falls.  110/165.

1901

Amalgamated voluntarily established 8-hour day with $3.50 wage when it sees legislature will pass law; it assures unions that this policy will stay in effect even if the courts strike down the law.  110/167.

1901

Heinze litigation against Amalgamated cumbersome.  District court calendar for February term of 1901 shows 23 separate suits. 110/168.  The three largest and most significant are the Minnie Healy case to secure ownership of the Minnie Healy Mine; long-standing apex fight between Heinze’s Rarus and Amalgamated’s Michael Davitt mines; and Heinze’s continued attempt to bring down the trust through minority stock owner’s suits.  Minnie Healey settled in 1903 in Heinze’s favor.  Rarus-Davitt spurs underground warfare. See 110/169-182.

1901

Butte local votes $50,000 to purchase shares in Anaconda. BC, P. 2.

1901

8-Hour workday established. BC, P. 2. 

1901

Minnie Healey case decision; mining suspended October 23 to November 13th.  W.J. Wilcox, P. 54.

1902

Copper is 11.96 c/lb.  117: M 235-241

1902

Heinze, in imitation of Amalgamated, forms United Copper Company with his New York brothers.   Amalgamated-style holding co. to control and manage Heinze operating firms.  Overcapitalized, but still had assets of great value.  Set up to wage fight with Amalgamated.  110/163.

1902

At Democratic convention in September, Clark is “fraternizing happily with Daly captains John Toole, A.J. Campbell, and Dan Hennessy.  The Clark-Amalgamated people effortlessly took control of the party apparatus, wrote up a platform praising the senator and muting the anti-corporate stand of 1900, and pushed the Heinze crowd out into the cold.” 110/163.

1902

Heinze mounts another vehement anti-Amalgamated campaign and is successful in getting Holloway elevated to Supreme court and retaining control on Butte city government.  His power is waning, nonetheless.  110/164.

1902

Socialist George Sproule runs for governor, gets 2000 votes. Beginning of socialist party in Montana. 28/206.

1902

40-story Masonic Temple dedicated on West Park September 17, 1902; begun in May 1901.  $100,000 buildings described at its dedication as “the most handsome Masonic Temple between Chicago and San Francisco.  Grecian style with large ornate pilaster columns to support a heavy freeze.  Contained 50 rooms for temple activities. MS 3-1-82, NFA.

1902

Butte Council of the Knights of Columbus founded July 7, 1902.  Catholic secret order had national membership of 80,000 in 1902.  Some 50 men became the first Butte Knights, initiated in the Elks Lodge.  MS 2-22-82, NFA.

1902

First hydroelectric power received at Butte from the Helena Power Transmission Co. W.J. Wilcox, P. 25.

1903

Copper is 13.62 c/lb. 117: M 235-241

1903

President Theodore Roosevelt visits Butte.  27/106

1903

Heinze’s agents in Amalgamated demand receivership because it is an “illegal trust.”  Clancy ruled Amalgamated-doing business in Montana in violation of state law.  In retribution, Amalgamated closed down all its properties in Montana and adjoining states—Butte mines, Anaconda Smelter, refineries at Great Falls, lumber mills near Missoula, coal mines and company stores.  Most Montana businesses affected.  More than 20K miners lost jobs.  Industry paralyzed.  President Scallon of Amalgamated said they would resume if got Fair Trial Law—special session of legislature called, and passed law allowing change of venue if suspicion that trial judge prejudiced.  Fair Trial Law enacted November, 1903. 27/127-128.

1903

Malone/Roeder estimated only 15K men out of work—mines, smelter, refineries, and lumber camps shut down.  Governor Joseph Toole, at Anaconda’s demand, calls special session.  “Fair Trials Bill.” 28/175.  6500 miners out of work in Butte; even the horses and mules hauled up to surface; smelters and refineries at Anaconda and Great Falls put out their fires.  Heinze charged that Amalgamated had shut down to reduce its 150M Lb. Cu. Surplus.  Fair Trials Law was not a “change of venue” law, but would provide for the simple disqualification of a district judge upon charge of bias by a litigant and would allow for bringing in another judge to replace him.  The legislature had enacted a similar law earlier in the year, but the Montana Supreme Court had voided it.” 110/175-79. (Quote from 177).

1903

After the special session, 600 assemble at Helena and form Anti-Trust Party—unfortunately, dominated by Heinze.  28/198.

1903

Clancy awards Heinze full title to Minnie Healy.  Decision upheld in 1905 (110/182).  Also, Clancy rules in Parrot Mining Co. case that Amalgamated could not operate legally in Montana.  28/173-4.  Decision overturned in 1904.  110/182.

1903

Heinze mines along Rarus-Davitt border; court orders to stop him did no good; war underground with hoses, grenades, and dynamite.  Two Amalgamated miners killed in December.  110/179-81.

1903

Fed by steady stream of Irish immigrants after 1885, membership in Butte Ancient Order of Hibernians has grown to 1076.  29/5.

1903

Butte’s black prostitutes are segregated into “Four-Bit Alley.” 116/63.

1903

President Theodore Roosevelt visits Butte, May 27, 1903.  MS 6/1/81, NFA.

1904

Copper is 13.11 c/lb. 117: M 235-241

1904

John D. Ryan made member of ACM Co. by Rogers. 27/101.

1904

U. S. Supreme Court declares Hill’s Northern Securities Co. (His holding company which merged his three carriers—Great Northern, Northern Pacific, and Burlington) illegal monopoly under Sherman anti-trust act.  But, it made little real difference.  28/137.

1904

Judges Harney and Clancy lose re-election for judgeships.  28/175.  Heinze’s political power is essentially broken by Amalgamated and others, especially as rumors surface that he is selling out to Amalgamated. 110/183-85

1904

Rarus-Davitt underground war finally brought under control when Judge Beatty finds Heinze and his foreman Frank and Trerise in contempt of court.  But no prison terms and fines of only $20,000 for Heinze and $1,000 for foremen.  Heinze had probably mined $500,000 to $1,000,000 of Amalgamated ore.  110/181-82

1904

Montana Surprise court overrules Judge Clancy and frees Amalgamated to do business in Montana.  110/82.

1904

Bureau of Child and Animal Protection, with help from WCTU and Montana State Federation of Women’s Clubs, Montana Federated of Labor, win constitutional amendment for minimum age of 16 to work in mines. (Extended to other industries in 1907).  28/198.

1904

Amalgamated sells holdings in Hennessey’s stores to D.J. Hennessey, “Attempting to deprive Heinze of the emotional issue of company stores exploiting the workers.”  110/167.

1904

Butte reform synagogue completed and services held there February 26 and 27.  On the second day, Rev. A.L. Chapman, president of the Butte Ministerial Association and Reverend L.J. Duncan of the Unitarian Society, made speeches.  “The Jews of Montana” by Benjamin Kelson, Masters Thesis, MSU, 1950, p. 103.

1905

Copper is 15.98 c/lb. 117: M 235-241.

1905

There are 9,000 deep miners in Butte.  110/75.

1905

“Smoke Case” begins:  Fred J. Bliss vs. The Anaconda Copper Mining Co. and the Washoe Copper Co.  Kelley and Lewis Orvis Evans defended Company against damage cases brought by Deer Lodge Valley Farmers Association.  (Bliss vs. ACM was test case) “Judge Hunt, after denying the injunction sought by the farmers and, upon expert assurance that the preventive measure established at the smelters were effective, dismissed the case on April 26, 1909.  27/105.  Case enhances Kelley’s reputation as a lawyer.

1905

Decision in Minnie Healy case, awarding mine to Heinze, upheld by the Montana Supreme Court. 110/182.

1905

Milwaukee Rail Road drove final spike, ended mainline construction in Montana.  28/139.

1905

John D. Ryan elected president of ACM Co. 27/101.

1905

IWW founded.  Butte labor leaders play significant role in organizing the nationwide IWW.  Never came near gaining majority but stirred up considerable unrest between management and working force. 28/206. (See also 110/208-209.)

1905

Butte’s Robert Emmet Literary Association has 612 members, making it the second largest Clan-na-Gael camp in the United States.

1905

IWW is formed in Chicago.  BC, P. 2.

1905

The Atlantic Bar at 56 West Park, which ran a full block from Park to Galena, loses distinction of being longest bar in the world when the Symons fire destroys the Galena St. side.  The bar, founded in the early 1890’s by August Reichle and Arthur Schimpf, served free lunch of sausages and dark bread.  Atlantic continued in operation until prohibition when its owners sold out and retired.  Building destroyed in the first Diana Hughes fire in 1974.  MS 8-10-81.  NFA.

1906

Copper is 19.77 c/lb. 117: M 235-241.

1906

Butte Coalition Mining Co. incorporated (by Ryan, Kelley and Thomas F. Cole) for purpose of buying out Heinze.  He eventually sold for $10.5 M. “15 years previous he was making $100 a month as a surveyor in the Boston & Montana.”  When he sold, 110 suits, pending in Butte District court and involving claims totaling more than $70 M. were dismissed.  27/132-3.  Malone says the price was rumored to be between $10,500, 000 and $12 M.  The Butte Coalition Mining Co. was a holding company with the Heinze properties in its wholly owned subsidiary, the Red Metal Mining Company.  This was gesture to save face on both sides from having to deal directly with each other.  The 110 lawsuits involved properties valued at $70 to 100 M.  110/187-8.

1906

Malone/Roeder says he sold for 12 M. and cases tied up $50 M. worth of property.  28/175. The Amalgamated Anaconda group of mining companies now controls the old 4 square mile heart of the district.  It employs over 12,000 people in western Montana.  110/201

1906

Ryan persuades miners to enter contract (?). 27/158. See 110.

1906

Anaconda buys America and Bonanza mines in Cananea and Mexico and organizes Cananea Central Cu. Co. 27/255.

1906

Montana progressives win constitutional amendment for initiative and referendum. 28/197.

1906

Clark begins building what was rumored to be the most expensive residence in the county, $3M mansion on Fifth Avenue, with 131 rooms (21 bathrooms), furnaces that burn 17 tons of coal per day, ceilings made of timbers from Sherwood Forest. 110/198.

1907

Copper is 20.86 c/lb. 117: M 235-241.

1907

Electrical locomotives introduced in underground workings in Butte. 27/144.

1907

Statue of Marcus Daly dedicated.  Sculpted by August Saint Gaudens.  Cost $25,000 of which $6,000 came from miners.  27/98.

1907

Heinze and his United Copper lose big on Wall Street.  Standard Oil plays role. 28/176. Panic of 1907 largely caused by this collapse.  Charges will be brought against Heinze and his partner Morse; Heinze will not be convicted.  See 110/191-195.

1907

October 28th the tri-level pavilion at Columbia Gardens burns.  The cause is never determined.  Clark immediately starts to rebuild.  31/27.

1907

The Butte Miner reports an investigation showing that two-thirds of the messenger boy deliveries in the red light district at night are to carry Chinese food to the cribs.  116/38.

1907

Panic tumbles copper prices, 5,000 miners laid off. BC, P. 3.

1907

Strikes by Telephone, Telegraph & Street Railway employees, janitors, meat cutters, teamsters, waiters, drug clerks, machinists, printer’s pressmen & stereotypers.  BC, P 3. 

1907

January 3, Power first received at Washoe Reduction Works from the Helena Power Transmission Co. February Power first received there from Flint Creek.  W. J. Wilcox, P. 25.

1907-1908

Copper is 13.39 c/lb. 117:  M 235-241

1908

Arbor Day—Columbia Gardens opens for the season and 21,000 children and adults see the new pavilion, bigger and more beautiful than its predecessor.  The top floor features a 130X180 foot highly polished, spring loaded hardwood dance floor. 31/27.

1908

The Butte city council, in an ordinance concerning vagrancy, says that “lewd and dissolute female persons” are subject to arrest if they conduct themselves in an “improper, profane or obscene manner” within the sight of hearing of women.  116/82.

1908

WFM withdraws from the IWW. BC, P. 3

1908

April 14th Hauser Lake dam broke. In December, Washoe Reduction Works receives first power from Missouri River Power Co. W. J. Wilcox, P. 25.

1909

Copper is 13.11 c/lb. 117: M 235-241

1909

Henry Huddleston Rogers dies; John D. Ryan becomes President of Amalgamated and resigns presidency of Anaconda.  Anaconda Vice President, Benjamin B. Thayer, becomes President of Anaconda.  27/101.

1909

Heinze returns to Butte after he was found not guilty of charges brought against him after panic of 1907.  Cheering crowds greet him. 110/194.

1909

Women’s Protective Union leaves WFM; chartered in Hotel & Restaurant Employees International Union. BC, P. 3.

1909

IWW lumber strikes in Somers & Kalispell; Free-speech fight in Missoula. BC. P. 3.

1909-1910

(Winter) switchmen of the Great Northern strike. BC, P. 3.

Butte Chronology, 1910’s

1910

Copper is 12.88 c/lb. (NY, electrolytic, f.o.b. refinery).  117: M 235-241.

1910

Butte has 39,165 inhabitants.  Silver Bow County has 56,848.  110/58.  Foreign born number 20,075 in county, well over 1/3.  110/64

1910

Amalgamated now owns more that 1 M. acres of woodlands, large mill complex at Bonner. 110/

1910

Carrie Nation came to Butte, crusaded through the red-light district.  “She med large crowds of laughing disbelievers and was rudely ejected from a parlor house by matronly Madame May Maloy”.  110/75.

1910

Anaconda consolidates (purchases) Amalgamated:  Anaconda Copper Mining Co. buys all property except Alice, which won’t go along. Got it in 1930.  27/139-40.  Heinze properties join in 1911.  110/205.

1910

ACM Purchase several properties owned by W.A. Clark including Original and Stewart mines, Butte Reduction Works, for $5 ½ M.  Took entire purchase price in less than two years out of Stewart and Original.  27/141-2, 149.

1910

Parrot Silver and Copper company, which had produced 240M. lbs. Copper, acquired by Anaconda. 27/79-80.

1910

Boston and Montana merged with Anaconda through The Amalgamated Cu. Co. 27/81

1910

Students at School of Mines construct big M on Big Butte:  441 tons of rhyolite; several tons of lime; several hundred gallons of water via bucket brigade.  M was 91 feet high, 75 feet wide; Serifs added to the M in 1912 increased the width to 90 feet.  After having been lit by flares and searchlights for decades, on April 29, 1962, Governor Tim Babcock switched on permanent lights for the first time.  Vandalism turned them off again, but they were rebuilt and relit in May of 1978.  Since then it has been maintained by the Copper Guards.  Lit by 5,280 watts of electrical power.  MS 4-23-81.  NFA.

1910

Rainbow Falls power plant transmits electricity to Butte.  W.J. Wilcox, P. 25.

1911

Copper is 12.55 c/lb.  117: M 235-241.

1911

Heinze’s United Copper passes into receivership, its stock at 80 cents per share (from $70 per share in 1906).  110/194.

1911

Everett Bill allows Montana to choose own United States Senators.  28/197-8.

1911

People’s Power League, to “secure beneficial legislation through the initiative and referendum” formed at Deer Lodge.  Walsh involved, as were other leading reformers.  28/201.

1911

Socialists join with IWW to elect socialist city government in Butte.  Lewis Duncan mayor.  28/206.

1911

State legislature investigation of Butte mines of 1911 has, as its only result, a bill to build a tuberculosis sanitarium.  State provided 20K, ACM $25K “but since it accommodated but 32 patients it was far from adequate.”  “The Rise and Fall of the Butte Miner’s Union, 1878-1914” by Norma Smith, Masters Thesis, MS in Applied Science, Montana State College, June, 1961. P. 55.

1911

Post 1910:  Finns arrive in Butte. BC, P. 3.

1911

President Taft visited Butte October 19, 1911.  MS  6-1-81, NFA. 

1911

WFM re-affiliates with AFL under conservative leader Charles Moyer.  BC. P. 3.

 1911

Socialist mayor, Lewis Duncan, elected in Butte.

1911

Ella Knowles Haskell; first women to practice law in the state of Montana died in Butte on January 27, 1911, at age of 45.  Admitted to Montana Bar 12-26-1889; law up to that time that women couldn’t belong to bar; she lobbied against it, won.  In 1892, she was Populist Party’s nominee for State Attorney General.  Her loss was by a few hundred votes to the Republican candidate, Henry J. Haskell, whom she later married.  She practiced law in Butte from 1901 to 1911.  MS 4-12-82. NFA.

1912

Copper is 16.48 c/lb. 117: M 235-241

1912

Copper expert Walter Weed reports that “Butte’s annual production is exceeded in value only by that of the Rand, in South Africa, which was $101 M. in 1905 against about $65 M for Butte.”  Butte’s mines are valued at $500 M.; over 900 miles of underground workings.  “It represented the largest and wealthiest concentration of population in a huge area reaching from Minnesota on the east to Spokane on the west to Salt Lake City on the South.  Anyone who knew about the West knew about Butte, fabled for its wealth, its toughness, its sinfulness, and its squalor.”  110/201.

1912

Scrap between Butte Miners’ Union and Anaconda Smeltermen at Gregson Hot Springs.  Both groups had picnic on the same day at the same park.  “The beer flowed freely, and a battle of epic proportions ensured.  The afternoon sun, wrote and imaginative reporter from the Butte Miner, was hidden from sight by the clouds of flinging bottle.”  Special trains hauled the wounded back to Butte and Anaconda hospitals that night.  110/70.

1912

Ryan established sliding scale of wages, based on price of cu. This becomes standard in W. Cu. Districts. 27/158.

1912

Ryan and Kelley form Montana Power Co. by merging several existing companies, to meet power needs of mines.  Ryan president until his death in 1933.  27/146.  Most of the plants were along Great Falls of Missouri.  Though not a subsidiary of Anaconda Amalgamated, MPC had same president in Ryan for 20 years, and for even longer shared legal, political, and publicity staffs.  “Siamese Twins” 28/248.  Ryan estimated in 1912 that Amalgamated saved between $1.3 M. and 2 M. annually by buying cheap power.  110/204-5.

1912

Guggenheims organize the Chile Exploration Co. in New Jersey to take over Albert C. Burrage Operations.  Also, G’s incorporate the Chile Copper Company in Maine (& later, Delaware).  27/197-8.  Purchase Chuquicamata property.  27/200.

1912

Thomas J. Walsh, progressive democrat, elected U.S. Senate, Serves 1913-33.  28/223.  Ran against Joseph Dixon, the incumbent, and Montana’s leading progressive, Bull Moose.  Walsh is dour by brilliant and soul of integrity.  28/199-210.

1912

Montana progressive use initiative to win direct primary law for nominating candidates.  28/197.

1912

Wilson beats Taft, and reform movement in Montana climaxes.  Walsh beats Dixon, even though the Bull Moose stationery letterhead reads, “Put the Amalgamated out of Montana Politics.”  Democrats elect Sam V. Stewart governor.  Elections show strength of progressives, Montana’s organize vs. Co.  Legislature also rejects 1911 law to give governor increase power to send out militia. It is struck down through initiative vote, and is a significant defeat for Amalgamated.  28/199-201.

1912

Socialist Lewis Duncan polls over 12,500 votes running for governor. 28/206.

1912

The company initiates the rustling card, essentially a work permit.  37/11.

1912

Anaconda Co. establishes rustling card office I December.  In less than a year, the Anaconda Co., which employed 12K men, issued more than 20K cards.  The union officer’s inactivity in the face of an adverse referendum) union had voted against rustling card) was regarded as definite proof that they were Company controlled.  “The Rise and Fall of the Butte Miners’ Union, 1878-1914: by Norma Smith, Masters Thesis, MS in Applied Science, Montana State College, June, 1961. P. 65, 67, 68.

1912

Butte Chamber of Commerce organized, March 11, 1912, with membership of over 200 men.  Some initial concerns were:  Remaining of the “flat” to the “valley”, co-op with Automobile Club in promoting building of good roads and that tree planting “be given much consideration by the city.”  Commercial concerns also addressed included encouragement of convention holding in Butte.  MS 4-19-82, NFA.

1912

Mines adopt rustling card.  Dissension with 1 BMU over whether to oppose system.  BC, P.3.

1912

MPC formed. BC, P.3.

1912

May 17, ground broken for poles account electrification of Butte, Anaconda & Pacific Railway Co. W.J. Wilcox, P. 25.

1912

Anaconda Co. subscribed $25,000 toward erection of State Tuberculosis Sanitarium, June 3, 1913.  W.J. Wilcox, P. 54.

1913

Copper is 15.52 c/lb. 117: M 235-241.

1913

Direct Legislation League, primarily Bull Moose Republicans, forms.  Want to increase taxes on mining and corporations.  Helped People’s Power League on many issues. 28/201.

1913

Anaconda electrifies its Butte, Anaconda & Pacific ore trains, becoming first electrified railroad in the world to carry heavy tonnages.  Ryan also convinces Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific Railroad (he was a director) to electrify between Harlowton, Montana and Avery, Idaho.  “This coup not only assured his power company of a lucrative, long-term business; it also garnered $5 M. in purchases from his copper company.”  110/205.

1913

Anaconda Company has payroll of $20,000,000 with more than 12K employees.  “The Rise and Fall of the Butte Miners’ Union, 1878-1914.”  By Norma Smith, Masters Thesis, MS in Applied Science, Montana State College, June, 1961. P. 7.

1913

April 23, 8:14 in AM, hoisting engine at the Old Leonard No. 1 shaft ran amok, killing five and injuring nine.  The two cages, east and west, fell to the bulkhead, 2,200 feet below surface.  Those in east cage, which fell from surface, killed; west cage at 1,400 level; men inside survived with broken ankles or legs. The engineer, William Peters, was not injured though he was showered with huge chunks of metal.  He stayed at his post desperately trying to apply the brake.  Afterward he broke down and sobbed uncontrollably. On Sunday, April 27, there was a joint funeral ceremony at the Mt. View Methodist Church.  In the funeral procession were the Boston and MTR Band, the Masons, the Moose Lodge, the Sons of St. George and 1000 members of the Miners Union.  Largest funeral in Butte up to that time. MS 9-12-83.

1913

April 21, First electric motor locomotive (2) for BA&P Railway arrive in Butte.  September 30, 1st electric train operated on BA&P.  W.J. Wilcox, P. 25.

1914

Copper is 13.31 c/lb. 117: M 235-241

1914

Hostilities of WWI break out.  Price of copper, which was low, immediately increases.  For three months after August, Copper not even quoted on the market.  In November, 11.1 c/lb. Then soared, but little bought. (?) 27/154.

1914

Labor day clash between Butte Miners Union and American Federation of Labor and IWW organizers.  Union Hall blasted.  Terror for several days.  Governor of Montana sends in militia.  27/162.

1914

Heinze died of massive hemorrhage; had been suffering from internal bleeding and cirrhosis of the liver.  Left only $1 ½ M. estate.  110/195.

1914

James Ben Ali Haggin dies at the age of 87.  110/137.

1914

Butte Miners union divided into conservative wing peaceful to Co. and established W. Fed of Miners Leadership; and radical wing more friendly to IWW.  Union so weak it accepts Amalgamated’s “Rustling Card” system—by which Co. could favor some workers, keep others out.  BMU faith in leaders plummets. June 13, Miner’s Union Day.  Radical wing of BMU boycotts, then attacks with Wobbly support.  Butte Mine Workers Union, more radical, forms.  June 23, BMU blown up.  September 1, Governor Stewart declares martial law, sends in National Guard.  Socialist Mayor Lewis Duncan and Sheriff Tim Driscoll removed from office.  Muckie McDonald and other leaders of BMWU imprisoned.  Co. announces it will no longer recognized either union.  Open shop.  Mining labor movement crushed completely.  28/210-11.

1914

Between September 1914 and April 1920, National Guardsmen or federal troops occupy Butte 6 different times! 28/214.

1914

Workmen’s compensation initiative, which progressives had hoped farmer/labor alliance would pass, fails after Co. “Montana Advancement Association” convinces farmers that it was bad. 28/202.

1914

Anaconda absorbs the International Smelting and Refining Co. of Amalgamated; expands Anaconda into four new states—smelters at Toole, Utah and Miami, Arizona; refinery at East Chicago, Indiana, and refining and marketing facilities at Perth Amboy, New Jersey.  Also, other properties absorbed at this time. 110/206.

1914

Montana constitutional amendment grants women’s suffrage.  28/203.

1914

Socialist Lewis Duncan polls almost as many votes as the 12,500 he got running for governor in 1912. 28/206.

1914

American Society of Equity, rural radical group, starts up in Montana. 28/206.

1914

At time of miner’s trouble, “industrial espionage was a large and profitable business. (Three top agencies, including Pinkerton and Thiel) had a combined annual income of $65 M. with 75% of their 35K operatives acting under cover in labor organizations…The employer as well as the employee was at the spy’s mercy, for the spy’s job depended on trouble; if there was none he must falsify reports or create trouble, or both…(nq) part of Butte trouble may have been promoted by spies in IWW.  “Red” Riley, for instance, one of leaders of mob that broke up the June 12 parade, believed to be a Thiel detective.  Also, James Chapman active; believed to be a spy.  Also, Red O’Brien.  “The Rise and Fall of the Butte Miners’ Union, 1878-1914” by Norma Smith, Masters Thesis, MS in Applied Science, Montana State College, June, 1961. P. 95-7.  See also Sidney Howard, the Labor Spy, (New York, 1924), p. 178.  “This book was taken from a study of industrial espionage made for a Harvard Professor of Social Ethics. Also, Thompson, The IWW, pp. 73-74.

1914

June 13, violence erupted at Miners Union parade.  Mayor Lewis Duncan and president of City Council, Clarence Smith were out of town.  Alderman Frank Curran was acting mayor; he went into Miner’s Union Hall, tried to calm crowd from second story window.  He was pushed from behind; fell onto pile of debris in the street, broke his wrist.  MS 8-16-82, NFA.

1914

After Socialist mayor Lewis Duncan deposed from office October 6, City Council, in close vote, elected Clarence A. Smith, also Ed of the “Butte Socialist” as acting mayor.  He was replaced with Democrat Charles Lane took office in May 1915.  MS 4-16-84.  NFA.

1914

Women in Montana given complete voting rights. BC, p. 3.

1914

War in Europe, partial shut down of mines, August 1914 to March 1915.  W. J. Wilcox, P. 54.

1915

Copper is 17.47 c/lb. 117: M 235-241.

1915

June 15, Amalgamated dissolved.  Ryan became president of Anaconda.  Thayer Vice president in charge of mining operations. 27/144.  Amalgamated had 3,327,937 shares of Anaconda stock, 55%; stockholders exchanged Amalgamated shares for Anaconda Ryan noted that Amalgamated had earned a total of $113,032,300, of which $91,279,147 had been paid in dividends, the rest invested.  Anaconda Co. had assets valued at $118 M.; annual production cap of $300 M. lbs. Cu.  “With 26 major mines on the Butte hill, with vast lumber holdings, coal camps, and supplies of water and power, with new floatation-concentration works at Butte and Anaconda, smelters, and refineries at Anaconda and Great Falls, with elaborate East Coast Marketing facilities, with all of this and newly added mines and smelters to the southwest and in Mexico, Anaconda was a beautifully integrated company.  It controlled its production process from mining ore in the earth to refining copper ready for the market. The company’s total debt was a mere $16 M.” 110206-7.

1915

Amalgamated Copper Company totally liquidated because of Standard Oil Antitrust prosecution.  But ACM simply replaced it.  Since that date, Anaconda has had no Standard Oil Affiliation.  Assets then of $118 M., copper capacity of 300 M lb. Per year.  28/176.
1915

Workmen’s Compensation Law passes, but more in tune with corporate wishes than 1914 version. 28/202.

1915

Amalgamated becomes Anaconda Copper Mining Co. BC, P. 3.

1915

February 6, 1915:  Cave-in on 1400 foot level of Anaconda Copper Mining Co.’s Gagnon Mine left 4 dead and two with minor injuries. MS 3-8-82, NFA.

1915-1918

Building boom in Butte; 3,355 building permits issued, 1,110 in 1916 alone.  In 1920, however, only 438 permits issued, with only 21 for new buildings of any considerable size.  MS 7-27-81, NFA.

1916

Copper is 28.46 c/lb. 117: M 235-241

1916

Andes Copper Mining Company, subsidiary of Anaconda, buys Potrerillos mine in Chile.  More than $45 M. invested before 1st ton of blister CU produced. (Cu production starts there in 1927). 27/213

1916

ACM plants produce over 671 M. lbs. Copper—a new high—of which over 283 M came from company mines. 27/156.

1916

Republican Jeanette Rankin first women elected to U. S. Congress. 2-/204

1916

Montana Prohibition referendum approved by overwhelming margin. 28/204

1916

Nonpartisan League comes into Montana.  More direct political action than American Society of Equity.  Wanted to use direct primary to seize control of either party. 28/206-7.

1916

U. S. Census Bureau Mortality Statistics show that for the last five years (1911-1916), Butte has one of the highest rates of respiratory disease in the country—more than twice the national average, and worse than New York City, Newark and Paterson, New Jersey; Gary, Indiana; Portsmouth, Ohio; and Bethlehem, Carlisle and Carnegie, Pennsylvania. 29/10.

1916-1919

Study shows that 42% of Butte miners tested suffer from miners’ con, which is phthisis or silicosis. 110/76.

1916

Investigation by Public Health Service and Bureau of Mines on working conditions pub in 1921. BC, P. 3.

1916

WFM changes to IUMMSW. BC, P. 3.

1916

Pennsylvania Mine Fire of February 14, 1916, claims 21 lives.  Two rescuers, the assistant foreman and a miner, lost their lives along with the 19 others trapped inside. MS 6-8-81, NFA.

1916

Montana State Elks Convention held in Butte July 1-6; Edmund Carns, local theatrical technician, built giant statue of elk for the convention; Elks paid him $4000.  Wooden frame covered with mesh and cotton over which was laid a mixture of plaster and ore, including some “peacock copper” Elk stood 62 feet and was 44 feet long.  It’s 24-foot legs allowed for free movement of streetcars and autos between them. Eyes contained 10-inch light bulbs that were lit at night.  Temporary statue; dismantled after festivities. MS 7-6-81, NFA.

1916

July 4th:  human flag—a thousand school children dressed in red, white and blue capes stood on a platform on the northwest corner of Park and Washington.  Every time the sounds of a marching band were heard, the entire flag would dash off to see what was happening. Children sang “The Star Spangled Banner,” “America”, and “Auld Lang Syne” as the Parade passed. MS 7-4-83, NFA.

1917

Copper is 29.19 c/lb. 117: M 235-241.

1917

A drought starts which lasts until mid 1920’s and is extremely severe. 28/216

1917

Spring—U.S. enters WWI.  Montana surpasses all other states in enlistment rates and draft quotas for armed forces.  12,500 volunteers. With draft, around 40,000 men, almost 10% of population, went to war. No state came close.  28/209.

1917

Many Irish, IWW, social, NPL oppose war—violent attempts to crush these critics—most violent wave of strikes in Montana history. 28/208.

1917

Mid-April, wildcat strike at Eureka Lumber Co. Governor Stewart calls National Guard. 28/209.

1917

Early summer—Speculator Mine disaster.  164 die. Wildcat strike at Elm Orlu Mine.  Spontaneous organization of Metal Mine Workers Union.  Tom Campbell President and Joe Shannon, a Wobbly, Vice President. Want recognition better wages and working conditions, end of rustling card.  Pledged to avoid violence. Mine owners refused to bargain.  Strike.  By end of June, 15K idled. Co. shut down.  Then Company brought in 200 plus detectives as spies and “Goon Squads” and violence threatened.  July 18, Frank Little arrives, August 1st—Vigilantes hang him, leave a note with Vigilantes insignia, 3-7-77.  Federal troops arrive August 11.  By early autumn, mines at 90% capacity.  Labor lost to internal labor divisions, anti-radical public opinion, and Co. manipulations.  28/211-212.  (Interesting to look at anti-radical opinion as barometer of union support?)

1917

August 10, “Federal troops were ordered into Butte to patrol streets leading to the mines.  It is not clear who ordered army units into Butte, but they were to play an important role in the subjugation of labor and would remain there long after the war ended.  The War Department had a direct interest in continuous production by the Butte mines.  This interest, and the pressures for action exerted by the Montana community, had a direct bearing on the deployment of large contingents of federal troops in Butte.” 37?.

1917

From strike following Speculator Mine Disaster, “by June 29, about 15,000 men were idle as the Metal Trades Machinists, Boilermakers, and Blacksmiths joined the strike.  Mining activities on the Butte Hill came almost to a halt.  37/20.  “As the strike failed to reach a successful conclusion and seemed to lose momentum, a faction of the Metal Mine Workers’ Union gained control of the Mine, Mill, and Smeltermen’s Union and on August 24, 1917, declared a strike at the giant smelter in Anaconda.  Company reaction was swift:  complete shutdown of all Montana operations, leaving approximately 15,000 men jobless.”  37/53.  Need to check these two figures.  Total 30,000 now out of work? OK—AFL union went back to work in July; miners still off.

1917

June 8th, day of speculator Mine Disaster, International Brotherhood of electrical Workers (IBEW), local 65 of Butte, calls strike against Montana Power Co. one of the leaders is William Dunne. Demanded ACM urge MPC grant pay increase and better work conditions or ACM electricians would walk off in sympathy with miners on strike.  “This under Dunne’s leadership, added a new feature to Butte’s labor history, as it reintroduced an effort at co-opting the membership of non-affected unions in support of strikes by other locals… When Anaconda refused the electrician’s demands, Dunne acted on his threat and production of the cu so essential to the war effort came to a halt.” 37/82.  Silver Bow Metal Trades Council endorsed the strike, bringing strikers to 15,000.  Strike of AFL-affiliated unions lasted only until mid-July; AFL allied itself with ACM and “Threatened to revoke the charter of its locals in Butte if they did not return to work.”  37/82.

1917

December 15th Butte Bulletin, labor weekly under stewardship of William Dunne, begins publication—A LABOR DAILY…WHICH WILL DRIVE THE ROTTEN KEPT PRESS INTO BANKRUPTCY.  R.B. Smith becomes editor to free Dunne for other activity (but Dunne remains active contributor.)  Burton K. Wheeler and other young attorneys are early backers.  Goes to daily in 1918.  37/83.

1917

December 18th.  MMWU called off the strike, which had begun more than six months earlier.  Army troops stayed on. 37/53.

1917

Jeannette Rankin, lifelong pacifist and progressive, votes against war.  28/215.

1917

U.S. District Attorney Burton K. Wheeler requests Montana National Guard to come to Butte in early June to meet any emergency from opposition to draft registration.  Antiwar propaganda circulated at Butte.  Posters implored the local citizens not to support England, the nation which “…riveted the chains of slavery around Ireland.” (Butte Bulletin, June 4-5, 1917.)  June 5th, antiwar demonstration primarily in support of Irish independence dispersed by the National Guard…many of Butte’s Finnish joined the Irish because they believed Regis meant immediate draft.  The Butte Labor Strikes and company Retaliation During World War I” by Aaron Gutfeld, Masters Thesis, U of M, 1967, P. 12.

1917

Metal Mine Workers Union gains control over Mine, Mill and Smeltermen’s Union and declares strike on August 23 at Anaconda Smelter.  Company completely shuts down all Montana operations.  Approximately 15K unemployed.  Company offers smeltermen higher wage and operation at Great Falls, Butte, and Anaconda resumed on September 17.  Federal troops were sent to Anaconda on September 16.  During October, Butte operations performed at 90% capacity.  “The Butte Labor Strikes and Company Retaliation During World War I” By Aaron Gutfeld, Masters Thesis, U of M. 1967, P. 53.

1917

William F. Dunne arrives in Butte.  BC, P. 3.

1917

Strike follows Speculator Fire; Metal Mine Workers’ Union formed; Company refuses to acknowledge.  Frank Little hung August 1; Federal troops arrive August 11; strike officially ends in December; city under martial law for more than a year.  BC, P. 4.

1918

Copper is 29.19 c/lb. 117: M 235-241

1918

Ryan appointed Assistant Secretary of War and placed in charge of aircraft production shortly before peace declared.  27/157

1918

Huge surplus of Cu mounting up.  Baruch, head of War Industries Board, asks Cu industries to keep mining to provide jobs to veterans.  And, reclaimed Cu from battlefields entering market.  Cu decreases from .25/lb. To .12c.  Engineering and Mining Journal would not quote price f. Armistice, 11-11-1918 until 2-1919 then @ .15.  27/158.

1918

ACM organize Ventilation and Hygiene Department—first in mining industry.  27/150.

1918

Montana Sedition law made it illegal to criticize federal government, armed forces, or STATE government in wartime.  Model, with help from Senators Walsh and Henry Myer, for federal Sedition Law of May 1918—“most sweeping violation of civil liberties in modern American History.”  28/213.

1918

September 13th, William Dunne, publisher of the Butte Bulletin after attacking Montana Council of Defense, arrested and charged with violation of the Montana Sedition Act.  Convicted, fined $5000, but decision overturned by Montana Supreme Court, and Judge Ward, who had prosecuted original case, chastised for bias. (SC ruling in 1920) 37/87-8.

1918

William F. Dunne files for Montana House of Representatives and wins seat. Term undistinguished. 37/90.

1918

Burton K. Wheeler, under pressure form Walsh, resigns as District Attorney.  Walsh sold out to Company and conservative elements to keep his job.  Also, Rankin defeated.  28/215.

1918

The nationals of 38 countries, including Persia, Egypt, Montenegro, Bolivia, Syria, Armenia, and Afghanistan work the mines of the Anaconda Company in Butte.  29/21

1918

September 12th, several thousand miners leave jobs in response to handbill urging workers to protest conviction of Thomas Mooney, Eugene V. Debs, William D. Haywood and other imprisoned IWW and socialist. No formal demands made to Company. Instead, posters put up stating that miners wanted end of rustling card and minimum wage of $6/day.  Troops brought in, by end of the month, men back on job.  “The Butte Labor Strike of 1920” by Rudolph J. Shutey, Carroll College, April 1961, P. c.f. Vernon H. Jensen, Heritage of Conflict, Ithaca, NY:  Cornell, 1950.

1918

Montana Sedition law passed.  BC, p. 4.

1918

Con Kelley becomes president of Anaconda.  BC, p. 4.

1918

September 12th, walk out by several thousand miners to protest the convictions of Mooney, Debs & Haywood; troops again brought in; IWW headquarters and office of Butte Bulletin raided; Bill Dunne arrested.  BC, p. 4.

1918

Flu epidemic.  BC, p. 4.

1919

Copper is 18.90 c/lb.  117: M 235-241.

1919

ACM embarks on progressive program of diversification of product.  Purchases phosphate land; becomes, in time, one of world’s largest producers of phosphate fertilizer.  27/153.

1919

Louis Levine, @ MSU in Missoula, publishes The Taxation of Mines for which he will lose his job (later reinstated, but he moves on anyway.)  28/220.

1919

February 7th, Anaconda announces that as of February 7th, all wages will be cut from $5.75/day to $4.75/day.  MMWU and IWW call to strike. Craft unions join, veteran organizations endorse strike, streetcar operators and newsboys “intimidated” into striking.  Fresh troops rushed to Butte.  37/77.  On February 17th, both IWW and MMWU vote to return to work.  37/78

1919

July—short strike protesting California’s refusal to grant a new trial to Tom Mooney (?). 37/78

1919

Company announces wage cut of $1; strike called February 6th.  “Although no demands were formulated or a strike officially declared, an effective picketing system closed the mines.  On February 9th, U.S. troops arrived.  The same day the Butte Army and Navy League held a meeting…endorse strikers.  The next day a protest was sent to the Secretary of War.  The 16th Legislature appointed a joint committee to visits Butte and investigate.  It later reported that the high cost of living was the primary cause for the unrest.  The Silver Bow Trades and Labor Assembly voted on February 11th to endorse the strike, but it was only two or three days before the individual unions refused to support it.  On February 17th, the strike ended.”  “The Butte Labor Strike of 1920.”  By Rudolph J. Shutey, Carroll College, April 1961, p. 17.

1919

July 4th, Metal Mine Workers Industrial no 800, IWW and Metal Mine Workers (not an IWW union) walked out again to protest refusal of California authority to give Tom Mooney a new trial.  Was to last 5 days; lasted 10, due to Company’s refusal to take the men back.  “The Butte Labor Strike of 1920” by Rudolph J. Shutey, Carroll College, April 1961, P. 17. 

1919

February 6th, Company announces wage cut; miner’s strike.  Strike ends February 17th, (IWW effectively broken?); July 4th, IWW 800 & Metal Mine Workers walk out to protest California’s refusal to give Mooney a new trial. BC, P. 4.

1919

July 25th, Eamon De Valera, “greatest Irishman of this century,” “president” of the “provisional republic” of Ireland, makes first visit to Butte.  Met with bands, 300 singing school children, officials, and delegations from all over the Pacific NW.  Spoke in Anaconda, and before the Montana Legislature; returned to Butte November 7th, said, “It seems like returning home to be coming into the station in Butte.”  MS 5-23-84, NFA.

1919

Partial mining shutdown, coal shortage.  W.J. Wilcox, p. 54.

Butte Chronology:  1920’s 

1920

Four miners’ union in Butte.  The Metal Mine Workers’ Union of America was organized by Shannon and Campbell in 1917.  IWW Propaganda League became the Metal Mine Workers Industrial Union no 800 (IWW).  A few dozen men remained in the BMU, Inc., which claimed to be the original No. 1.  The International Union of Mine, Mill, and Smelter Workers, new name of old WFM, also had local and claimed to be genuine Butte Miners’ Union No. 1.  The largest of these unions had a membership of no more than 600.  The companies recognized none. Craft unions still maintained organizations, but were too weak to accomplish much without the strong backing of the miners.  “The Rise and Fall of the Butte Miners’ Union.  1878-1914” by Norma Smith, Masters Thesis, MS in Applied Science, Montana State College, June, 1961. P. 91. 

1920

Strike started April 19th of IWW.  Demands: 6 hour day; $7 per day; end of rustling card; end of contract and bonus and so-called efficiency system; two men to work together in all workings; release of all industrial and political prisoners.  Company hired out-of-state gunmen.  14 strikers were shot on Anaconda road.  IWW called off strike on May 12th and changed to a sit down strike.  That same day, Company put up notices, “No Member of the IWW will be employed at this property”  (Great Falls Tribune, May 13, 1920, P. 1.)  John Gillie, General Superintendent of ACM:  “We have taken this stand to protect our own interests and because we believe it is a patriotic thing to do.  The mining Companies are determined to weed out trouble breeders and social revolutionists.  Since 1914, the IWW has had a grip in Butte.  During the war we hired anyone but now we’re going to break their grip.  (Great Falls Tribune May 13, 1920, P. 1.)  Company called in all rustling cards of IWW members who had participated.  “The Butte Labor Strike of 1920” by Rudolph J. Shutey, Carroll College, April 1961, p. 20, 22, 35-36.

1920

Copper is 17.50 c/lb. (NY, electrolytic, f.o.b. refinery).  117:  M 235-241.

1920

Silver Bow County has 60,313.  110/201.

1920

Gubernatorial election is showdown between company and reformers.  Taxation of mines is big issue.  Joseph M. Dixon wins Republican; Burton K. Wheeler, with Non Partisan League support, democrats.  Company against Wheeler—branded him socialist.  He lost heavily.  28/219-20.  April 19, 1920: MMWU and IWW call for strike, demanding minimum wage of $7.00 per day, shorter working hours, end of rustling card.  Two days later, IWW leader argues with sheriff; crowd gathers; with no warning, shots fired.  Gutfeld says it uncertain whether deputies began the firing or if shots had come from nearby boardinghouse.  1 Killed, 15 Wounded, Army dispatches large force.  April 24th, Company vows never again to employ radicals in Butte, sets up strict blacklist. 37/79.

1920

During April strike, company paid guards to shoot into groups of picketers at Neversweat Mine, killed 1, wounded 15. 28/214.  BC says April 21st, 2 killed and 19 wounded.  April 22nd, troops again brought in.  May 12th, strike called off, notices put up:  No member of the IWW will be employed at this property.  BC, P. 4.

1920

William F. Dunne runs for mayor of Butte; loses in recount to W. Cutts.  Then runs for re-election to legislature on Non-Partisan ticket.  Campaign in press helps defeat him.  Soon after moves to New York, allies with Communist Party, rises to considerable influence.  37/91.

1920

Navy Secretary Franklin Roosevelt visits Butte September 18, 1932.  MS 6-1-81, NFA.

1921

Copper is 12.65 c/lb. 117:  M 235-241.

1921

“Proposed tax would close all mines in Montana:  Anaconda paid close to $6 M. taxes in 4 years.  L.O. Evans, Chief Co-Counsel says, “We are trying to keep going because we have communities which are absolutely dependent upon the industry.”  To House Taxation committee.  Follow up on this article.  RFN 2/12/21.

1921

Anaconda shuts down its Cu mines because of surplus.  (Unclear if Anaconda mines, or all mines—and if all Anaconda mines).  27/163.

1921

In 2/12/21 speech to union representatives at preliminary conference in Butte, President Kelley makes full statement concerning conditions.  Calls attention to oppressive working conditions, which constitute a restriction upon hard hit industry.  These must be changed to improve efficiency and reduce costs, operators say.  Copper is as 12-½ c: 10c to labor, 1 ½ to Rail Roads; none for producers.  Kelley cited many instances where working rules enforced by the unions are not only ridiculous and annoying, but actually hampered production by slowing up the work and impeding the entire industrial effort. RFN 1-17-21.

1921

New working rules and regulations in effect at all mining properties March 15th.  “That is all we can do”, James O’Brien, President of Metals Trades.  Work rules (Proposed by operators): 1.   Unions waive all rights and claims to seniority.  2.  Double time for Memorial Day, July 4th, Labor Day, Christmas, and straight time for Sunday; continuous case of breakdown or emergency, any employee may be laid off without previous notice and without pay.  3.  Foreman and bosses who do not handle tools are not required to affiliate with unions concerned.  All bosses who do not handle tools are not required to affiliate with unions concerned.  All bosses may give orders direct to journeymen.  Any boss carrying a card may work with tools.  4.  All men in charge of shop tool rooms not doing journeymen’s work shall not be required to belong to any unions, as they are the custodians of the operating company’s property.  5.  At small mines and in emergency cases all helpers are to be classified as helpers only, regardless of the craft with which they are affiliated and are to help journeymen of any craft.  6.  All workmen shall be required to work from whistle to whistle; in other words to do away with the present shop to shop rules.  7.  Operators of engines, locomotives, trains, hoists, compressors or other machinery or equipment shall be shutdown of a machine for slight adjustment or repair, it is not necessary to call craftsmen, repair gang, or specialists. In case of shutdown all operators may be employed as assistants to a mechanical force to assist in getting the machine or equipment working.  8.  The lowering or cleating of electric cable in mines, shaft or working may be done by electricians, rope men or shaft miners.  9.  Motor or electric locomotive work is to be done by electricians where there is no mechanical fitting.  If mechanical fitting is required, the work must be done by a machinist.  10.  The classification of trouble men in regard to electrical work will be dropped and the work not being done by them shall be performed by electricians.  RFN 3-3-21.

1921

ACM properties will shut down April 1st.  Lack of demand for coppers and price below cost make this imperative.  President Kelley issues formal statement to mine employees.  Will keep properties in good condition ready to open as soon as possible.   Butte Hill will be closed up tighter than at any time in nearly 30 years.  4,500 employees of ACM affected here, 1300 in Anacondas and several hundred in Great Falls.  2,000 other employed by other concerns in Butte also involved.  Coalmines, lumber mills and other industries also will feel cessation of work here.  Copper at 11.5 c.; toughest shutdown since 1893.  Anaconda Company’s mines were shut down for three months in 1907.  FRN 3-3-21.

1921

Highway and other jobs predicted for Butte laid off:  farms, ranches, building construction and so forth.  RFN 3-31-21.

1921

Last shift worked; horses and mules to pasture near Georgetown.  Pumps to be maintained; shafts and machinery to be maintained; several hundred to remain employed.  RFN 4-1-21.

1921

People besiege mayor office seeking jobs.  RFN 5-11-21. 

1921

There will be no observance of Miners Union day.  RFN 6-13-21.

1921

Mystery fires endanger much Butte property.  Week to 10 days.  Several fires of mysterious origin.  RFN 4-11-21.

1921

Kelley outlines conditions that brought shutdown.  Cu industry already demoralized faced crisis when all business ceased.  Head of Anaconda Co. says suspension absolute business necessity.  Assures Butte welfare of community being given every consideration and resumption will be ordered as quickly as conditions justify.  “Personally I cannot believe that it (the shutdown) will be more than several months before we will be able to start up.  In the meantime, we shall do everything we can to help meet the sitn, by dividing work so as to give all whom we can employ an opportunity to put in some time.  RFN 4-29-21.

1921

Republican James G. Cocking takes office May 3rd as mayor; surprisingly defeated William H. Davies, who had been mayor 20 years earlier, by 1,303 votes.  Both city and county were nearly bankrupt due to generosity of previous administrations; company was shutdown; big problems.  Popular police chief Jeremiah Murphy brought up on charges of malfeasance; brought anger on Cocking. By December 30, 1921, though, Cocking able to issue proclamation of thanksgiving for reopening of mines. Ran economic administration; by end of his term, had saved taxpayers half-million dollars.  Defeated in 1923 to W.D. Horgan by 827 votes.  Butte Miner, which had not supported Cocking, admitted that he was “generally conceded to have given the city the most economical administration Butte has ever had.”  MS 3-21-83, NFA. 

1921

Ryan and Bernard M. Baruch, Chairman of War Industries Board, accused of price fixing and profit making during WWI and later.  President Wilson wrote a letter refuting these charges.  27/164-5.

1921

January 8th, last army troops leave Butte.  “For the first time in almost four years, Butte was free of soldiers.”  37/79.

1921

Mullins House, one of Butte’s biggest and most famous boarding houses, at 944 N. Main, in operation for 33 years, closed in October.  Opened in 1888 by Pat Mullins, Butte mayor form 1903-1905.  Annex added in 1890.  Annex occupied by family groups while the main building, 3-story brick, had 125 rooms for singles.  At height, Mullings housed 200 people.  Large dining room, excellent meals.  MS 7-5-82, NFA.

1921

St. Helena’s Church, now located at World Museum of Mining, dedicated August 15, 1921.  Served predominately Italian congregation, located at 71 Front in Meaderville.  During dedication ceremonies, Father Tougas awarded Cross Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice from Pope Benedict XV for distinguished service in his efforts to build the new church.  MS 7-12-82. NFA.

1921

Copper surplus; no foreign or domestic demand.  Mining suspended April 1, 1921 to January 16, 1922.  W.J. Wilcox, p. 54.

1922

Copper is 13.56 c/lb. 117: M 235-241.

1922

Governor Jo Dixon points out that although Montana’s metal mines produced over $20 M. in 1922, paid only $13,559 in state taxes.  “Not surprisingly, the Company press chose not to circulate this information.  Instead, it lambasted the governor for his “reckless” extravagance.” 28/221.

1922

James R. Hobbins appointed assistant to President of Anaconda with offices in Butte.  (Ryan and Kelley were mainly in New York offices at 42 Broadway) 27/163.

1922

Anaconda purchases American Brass for $45 M.  27/174-5.  Anaconda now needs more than 1 M lbs. Per day the Montana copper mines can produce.  27/200.

1922

Burton K. Wheeler, more moderate than in 1920 governor’s race, wins Senate.  (Serves until 1947). 28/221.

1922

Tong War in Butte.  BC, p. 4.

1923

Copper is 14.61 c/lb. 117: M 235-241.

1923

James R. Hobbins made Vice President of Anaconda. 27/163.

1923

Anaconda takes over Chile Copper Co. (Guggenheim holdings) for $77 M. (Bought 51% of it), Largest cash transaction known on Wall Street up to that time.  27/200-1.  Also, 28/248-9.

1923

Old age pension enacted by legislature.  Montana, with Nevada, 1st states to provide for the elderly. 28/221.

1923

Senator Thomas J. Walsh gains national fame directing brilliant investigation that uncovered the Teapot Dome Scandal.  28/223.  (Invest end ’24).

1923

Anaconda has 33 mines working in August; 167,000 shifts worked.  Largest are Mt. View, with 18.2K shifts and Leonard with 16K shifts. Anode 10/23, P. 5.

1923

June 28th, President Harding visits Butte.  MS 6/1/81. NFA.

1924

Copper is 13.16 c/lb. 117: M 235-241.

1924

Dixon prepared initiative 28 for voters, which would levy graduated tax of up to 1% of gross production on mines producing over $100K gross per year.  Company fought him and he lost re-election to Company’s John E. Erickson.  But 28 passed.  Essentially the end of the age of reform.  28/222-3.

1924

Senator Thomas J. Walsh serves as chairman of Democratic National Convention.  28/223.

1925

Copper is 14.16 c/lb. 117: M 235-241.

1925

Since 1919, 2M acres have gone out of production, 20K farms have been foreclosed; 1 of 2 farmers lost land; acre-value of farm lands fell 50%; over half of state’s banks closed; Montana has highest bankruptcy rate in the U.S. 28/218.

1925

William A. Clark dies, age 86, and leaves one of great American fortunes. 28/170. He died March 2nd, leaving an estimated over $200,000,000.  300 people attended his funeral.  Left little legacy in Montana though he had founded the LA Philharmonic Orchestra, the William Andrews Clark Memorial Library at UCLA, law school library at U of Va. 110/199-200 

1925

ACM has 24 mines operating in November; 180.5K shifts.  Largest are Leonard with 22.6K shifts and West Colusa with 18.6K shifts.  Anode, January 1926, P. 5.

1925

Butte has payroll over $2M per month to 20,000 wage earners, “about the largest payroll in the country for a city of this size; 60,000 people; 42 churches, 25 public schools, seven parochial schools, largest business college in the Northwest, and the Montana State School of Mines, total school enrollment, 10,000.  Butte pays out $10 M per year in freight charges; is only city in Montana, Idaho, Wyoming or North Dakota that has four transcontinental Rail Road—Northern Pacific; Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul; Great Northern and Oregon Short Line; Butte, Anaconda & Pacific.  Has 45 miles of electric street railways, with 17 M. passengers per year.  8,000 auto or 1 per 8 residents.  “A Short History of Butte,” Butte Chamber of Commerce, 1925 N.P.

1925

“A Short History of Butte,” by C.W. Towne, Butte Chamber of Commerce, says that Butte has “No less than 2,700 miles” of aggregate underground workings. N.P.

1925

Charles Moyer forced out of office by conservatives.  BC, P. 4.

1925

W.A. Clark’s will filed for probate April 6, 1925.  Provisions for Montana Masonic Lodge ($25K), Paul Clark Memorial Home for orphans in Butte ($350,000), LA YMCA ($25K), Citizens of Clarkdale, AZ ($100K), as well as for wife, sister, children, servants and friends.  There is no mention of Columbia Gardens or the people of Butte in the will. MS 12-6-82, NFA.

1926

Copper is 13.95 c/lb. 117: M 235-241.

1926

Colorado, one of the bonanza mines of all time, opened at Cananea, Mexico.  27/255

1926

Montana Labor News starts publishing.  BC, P. 4.

1926

May 15, Nettie No. 3 Mine permanently shutdown. W.J. Wilcox, P. 54.

1927

Copper is 13.05 c/lb. 117: M 235-241.

1927

Cu production starts at Potrerillos.  27/214

1927

Work on Anaconda smokestack begins (finished in 1919).  1st brick laid by Ryan. Inside diameter is 60 feet at the top, 76 feet at the bottom.  The walls are 22 ½ inches thick at top, 64 inches at base.  Weight above foundation is 23,700 tons.  You could place Washington monument inside the stack and have room to spare.  27/286.

1927

ACM has 22 mines running in January; 203.6K shifts.  Largest are Leonard 24.3K; West Colusa, 22.3K. Anode, March, 1927, P. 6.  179.9 shifts in February with 21 mines running. Anode, April ’27, p. 5.

1927

Electric hoists at Belmont, Badger, State and Mountain Con commence operating. W.J. Wilcox, P. 25.

1927

Mines started paying weekly payroll on Saturday. W.J. Wilcox, p. 65.

1928

Copper is 14.68 c/lb. 117: M 235-241.

1928

Colorado mine in Cananea, Mexico mining begun. (Exhausted in ’44) largest high grade ore body on North American continent.  27/259.

1928

American Power and Light Co. acquires all outstanding common stock of MPC and acts as holding Co. until holding terminated by SEC.  27/148.

1928

Remaining W.A. Clark properties in Montana bought by ACM 27/149.  Also 28/249.

1928

ACM gets Columbia Gardens along with other WA Clark properties, and continues to run it, even though it had lost at least $50,000 a year for Clark, 1899-1927.  The losses continue, but, like Clark, ACM does not charge an admission fee, keeps Thursday as “Children’s Day” with free streetcar trips and free Gardens rides.  Added carousel, biplane ride, and a refurbished roller coaster.  Also upgrades supervision of children.  31/27.

1928

Joseph Dixon loses Senate race to incumbent Wheeler.  28/222

1928

Senator Thomas Walsh makes unsuccessful bid for Democratic President nominee.  28/223

1928

Anaconda Standard (1889-1928) consolidates with Miner on September 12, 1928 to become present Montana Standard.  MS 6-15-81 NFA

1929

Copper is 18.23 c/lb. 117:  M 235-241

1929

Anaconda gets remaining Chili Copper shares to won 98.4% of the Co.  Chiquicamata mine produces 300 M lb. Cu. 27/201-202.

1929

162 M lb. Cu. Produced @ Potrerillos.  27/214

1929

Anaconda Wire and Cable Co. organized resulted from acquisition of group of highly organized plants. Became largest manufacturer of wire and cable in U.S. 27/183.

1929

Montana has lost 60K people since 1920—only state to lose population during “prosperous 20’s.”  28/218

1929

Anaconda owns eight dailies—Anaconda Standard, Daily Post and Montana Standard of Butte; Daily Missoulian and Sentinel of Missoula; Billings Gazette; Helena Independent Record; Livingston Enterprise.  55-50% daily circulation.  28/281-2.

1929

Charles W. Joyce, long-time Butte barber, credited with idea of 24-hour barbershop; great lover of boxing and baseball; storyteller; when died at 72, January 10, 1929, his picture and obituary appeared on the front page of the Montana Standard. MS 11/7/83, NFA.

1929

KGIR began broadcasting January 2—31, 1929; received over 11,000 telegrams showing that premier broadcast heard in Midwest, Intermountain region, and Pacific North West.  At that time, Butte had small local radio operation that played phonograph records an hour or two a day; KGIR first major station.  In Shiners Furniture Store.  MS 7/26/82. 

1929

Arthur V. Corry, in address to Butte Rotary Club, says there are more than 6,000 claims located on mining claim maps of Butte.  W.J. Wilcox, His Record of Anaconda, p. 151.

1929

Los Angeles Philharmonic Orchestra founded by W.A. Clark, Jr., plays at the Broadway Theater in Butte on May 10.  NFA (date?)

Butte Chronology:  1930’s

1930

Copper is 13.11 c/lb. (NY, electrolytic f.o.b. refinery).  117: M 235-241.

1930-31

Metal surplus, worldwide depression.  Partial suspension of mining. W.J. Wilcox, p. 54.

1931

Copper is 8.24 c/lb. 117 M 235-241.

1931

Natural Gas introduced to Montana Power.  Supplied smelting processes as efficiently and much cheaper than coal.  27/147.

1931

Anaconda complete purchase of Green Cananea Copper Co. in Northern Mexico.  28/249. 

1931

Entry of natural gas into Butte was heralded by the lighting of a large torch near the School of Mines at 8:30 PM (Labor Day) September 7, 1931, the gas having arrived at the city limits of Butte September 4, 1931.  W.J. Wilcox, p. 63.  First use of the gas by Anaconda Copper Mining Co. at Butte was on September 15th at Mines Central Boiler plant and gas first lighted at Anaconda Reduction Works next day. 1bid.

1932

Copper is 5.67 c/lb. 117: M 235-241

1932

FDR elected.  New Deal will see, ’33-’39, $381 ½ M spent in Montana, $141.8 M loaned, or $710 per person spent, $264 per person loaned.  2nd in nation in New Deal expenditures.  28/229.  At times, as much as ¼ of the population of the state on some form of relief.  28/231

1932

Winter (1923-33):  Cu. Prices reach low of 4.7 c/lb. The average cost of production during the years 1928-1930 had been 13.41/lb. 27/221

1932

ACM debt of $106 M. 27/226.

1932

Senator Thomas Walsh is chairman of the Democratic National Convention. 28/223.

1932

Anaconda Stock, which had sold for 175 in 1929, hits 3.  28/227.

1932 salary of John D. Ryan, Chairman of Anaconda is $214,383 bonus $2,597; Con Kelley, President, $249,232 bonus $3,438 according to the Eye Opener, free tabloid established by Charles Hauswirth, successful coal merchant and longtime foe of Anaconda and ed. By Walter Shay. “Both ACM executives had received more in previous years but the company-owned press had been telling Butte that 1932 was the company’s most desperate year.”  “Montana Challenges the Tyranny of Copper by Ward Kinney (Joseph Kinsey Howard) Nation, July 25, 1934, typescript, Butte-Silver Bow Archives.

1932

Montana Labor News starts publishing. BC, p. 4

1932

July 19, 1932, hailstorm breaks most windows in uptown and adjacent residential areas.  MS reports that hail the size of small hen eggs did $100,000 damage.  There were 7,500 feet of glass sold the next day to replace windows.  The only casualties were a cat, some ducks and chickens.  MS 11/24/80 NFA.

1933

Copper is 7.15 c/lb. 117: M 235-241.

1933

Anaconda produces 30K wet tons ore per month, as compared to 300 K per month in 1929.  28/227.

1933

ACM debt decreased to $102 M. 27/226

1933

Ryan dies of heart attack shortly after being subpoenaed to appear before Washington Investigation Committee looking into allegations of price manipulation in copper industry.  Pope Pius XI makes (or had already made, unclear) him a Knight of St. Gregory the Great.  2000 mourners at Church of St. Ignatius Loyola in New York.  27/223

1933

B.B. Thayer, one-time Anaconda president, died.  He had dropped from president to vice president in 1915 when Ryan became president (After Amalgamated broke up).  27/223

1933

Thomas J. Walsh, appointed FDR as attorney general, dies enroute to inauguration in March.   Governor John Erickson resigns, Democrat Lt. Governor, Frank H. Cooney appoints Erickson to fill Walsh’s Senate seat.  Protest and allegations of deal.  Cooney went on to fight Co. Reversal of usual pattern for now Montana have conservatives in Washington, lib. in state.

1933

Prohibition, the “great experiment” ends.  28/205.

1933

Montana State Federation of Labor, led by fiery President, Jimmy Graham, kicks off organizational drive.  International Union of Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers (successor to Western Federation of Miners) spearheads mover to revitalize BMU.  July 9 rally at Fox Theater, 2300 miners sign up.  By July 20th, had 4500 members.  28/251

1933

April 7th, at 12:01 AM, 3.2% beer became legal in Butte.  15 Butte establishments licensed to sell beer.  First delivery at Clifford’s and Walker’s Café; their beer arrived on the northbound airmail plane. Due to the high cost of airfreight, two cases from Becker’s and Ogden brewery, was the last beer delivered in Butte via air.  MS 2/1/82, NFA.

1933

Butte Mines commence paying in checks weekly on March 4th; had been paying in cash since September 1, 1917.  W.J. Wilcox, pl 65.

1934

Copper is 8.53 c/lb.  117:  M 235-241

1934

Federal Silver Purchase Act increases price of mining and increases mining in Montana.  28/230

1934

Butte Attorney James E. Murray wins 2-year term to fill Walsh’s Senate seat, serves until 1961, the longest Montana tenure.  Became a powerful new dealer.  28/235.

1934

May 8th most important strike in Montana’s history begins.  Over 650 Mine, Mill and Crafts Unionists wall off job.  Ended September 17th with major union victory:  wages increases, 40 Hour Week, full recognization.  Closed shop, after it had been open form 1914 to 1934.  28/251.

1934

Strike from 5/8/34 to 9/13/34 or 9/17/34.  (From Rick Foote’s notes, check with paper).

1934

Department of Commerce survey of Butte:  64% of homes need repair, 32% inadequate space, 20% no indoor toilets, 30% no bath or shower.  BC. P. 4

1934

“Shoestring Annie” Rose Herron, whose nickname came from the fact that she sold shoestrings to support herself after her husband, John’s death, dies.  MS 3/2/81. NFA.

1935

 Copper is 8.76 c/lb. 117: M 235-241

1935

Governor Cooney dies of heart failure.  W. Elmer Holt serves as acting Governor.  28/234.

1935

Jeremiah Joseph “Jere the Wise” Murphy died September 20th age 63, from severe brain concussion suffered in scuffle with William Lombardini, who was threatening Montana Power Employees at gunpoint September 17th.  Murphy was a native of Kilkenney, Ireland, emigrated to U.S. at the age of 16.  Came to Butte in 1893, friend of Daly, became Police Chief in 1911.  Earned nickname thru uncanny knowledge of most all comings and goings in town.  Newspaper accounts at the time of his death stated his national republican had long kept the “big shots of the criminal world” outside of Butte.  Popular.  MS 3/29/82. NFA.

1936

Copper is 9.58 c/lb. 117: M 235-241

1936

James R. Hobbins made Executive Vice President of Anaconda.  Called from Butte to NYC to help Kelley.  Succeeded at Butte by Daniel M. Kelly.  27/224-5; 27/163.

1936

Copper increases to 11 c/lb.  27/225.

1936

Roy E. Ayers, democrat, elected governor 1937-41.  Murray won six year Senate seat, and democrats won every other elected office as well!  28/234-5.

1936

Reid Robinson elected president of IUMMSW. BC, p. 4.

1936

September 5th Mine Mill and 9 other CIO unions suspended from AFL.  BC, p. 4.

1936

Margaret English, known as “Nickel Annie”, dies at the age of 80.  Nickname came from her habit of asking passersby for a nickel.  Mrs. Annie Niebergall was later known by this nickname; she died May 14, 1940, at age 82.  MS 3/2/81 and 3/23/82. NFA.

1937

Copper is 13.27 c/lb. 117: M 235-241

1937-38

IUMMSW helps form the CIO.  BC, p. 4.

1937

Copper reaches 16.775 c/lb. Then drops to 9.9 c/lb. 227/225-6.

1937

B.K. Wheeler breaks with FDR over FDR’s attempt to pack the Supreme Court.  Beginning of famous feud.  28/235-6

1937

New, two-toned yellow buses replace Butte Electric Street Railway Co. streetcars.  ACM owned streetcar line; petitioned to stop it because it continually lost money, and because there was a critical need for the electric power in mining operations. Due to drought, electric power shortages had already closed the Orphan Girl, the electrolytic refinery, the rod and wire mill and most of the zinc plant at Great Falls.  The petition declared without the shutdown of the electric streetcar lines, operations on the Butte Hill would have to be cut.  BESRC Incorporated May 20, 1887; beginning October 31, 1887, horse drawn cars serviced the Butte area.  Heaters put into cars on December 12, 1887.  Electrification came in 1888 except for Columbia Gardens line, which was electrified in 1889.  Fairs were originally 25c until 11-4-1887, when 10c fare was established.  The new bus line maintained the popular tradition of free rides for children on Thursdays to Columbia Gardens.  MS 3/22/82, NFA. 

1938

Copper is 10.10 c/lb. 117: M 235-241.

1938

Clyde E. Week, then manager of Cananea Mines, named General Manager of Mines, ACM. Moved to NY.  27/260

1938

Montana Council for Progressive Political Action formed of representatives from American Federation of Labor and Congress of Indiana Organization, Farmers Union, and unemployed.  Outspokenly liberal, opposed to Co. and it’s allies.  Farmer-Labor Party.  28/236

1938

First Airmail plane landed at Butte Municipal Airport August 1, 1938.  Flight originated in Great Falls, stopped in Helena and from Butte continued to Salt Lake City Utah.  More than 2,000 people crowded the runway to greet the plane.  Mail transfer and ceremonies lasted only 9 minutes. MS 1-18-82, NFA. (This seems to contradict airmail deliver of beer at the end of prohibition.)

1938

The WPA paved Wyoming St. for the first time.  MS 3-6-81

1938

The Sisters, Myron Brinig’s novel turned film starring Bette Davis and Errol Flynn, opened at the Rialto in Butte.  MS. 3-6-81.

1939

Copper is 11.10 c/lb. 117: M 235-241

1939

People’s Voice began publishing.  BC, p.4.

1939

Former President Herbert Hoover visits Butte.  MS 6-1-81, NFA.

Butte Chronology, 1940’s

1940

Copper is 11.40 c/lb. (New York, electrolytic, f.o.b. refinery).  117: M 235-241

1940

Kelley elevated to chairman of board of Anaconda; James R. Hobbins becomes president.  27/163.  Kelley a “onetime dollar and a half a day water boy.” 27/228

1940

Foreign properties of ACM produce 20 M. lbs. Copper per month.  27/228.

1940

National Defense authorities instruct production officials of the Company mines and plants, and those of the subsidiaries, to increase production from 774 M. lbs. In 1940 to 994 M. by 1942.  27/229

1940

Development of Emma and Travona mines @ Butte for production of Manganese ore and construction of concentrator and nodulizing plant at Anaconda begun to handle the ore.  This operation will eventually produce 98% of domestic manganese production.  27/232.

1940

Sam C. Ford, R., beats Ayers for governor, with help of Montana Company for Prog. Political Action.  R. Jeannette Rankin elected to HR.  28/236-7.

1940

Total length of underground passages is over 1,325 miles.  Water pumped to surface daily is 30,000 tons—twice the tonnage of ore hoisted daily.  Copper sulphate water pumped from the mines, after precipitation of scrap iron, yields more than 6 M lbs. Of Cu. Annually.  Metals mined in Butte are less than 5% of ore, which has to be mined and treated to produce the metal.  ACM owns 1 M acres of timber and cutover lands; deepest mine is Mt. Con, 4,574 feet.  Anaconda Copper Mining Company:  Its properties and operations in Montana, company pamphlet, c. 1940. 

1941

Copper is 11.87 c/lb.  117:  M 235-241.

1941

208 M lbs. Cu produced at Potrerillos.  27/214

1941

ACM debt down to $20.9 M. In 9 ½ years, ACM has decreased its indebtedness $88,437,000.  27/226.

1941

Zinc shortage, possibly manganese shortage.  400 Butte copper miners moved to mining zinc.  Zinc output at Butte increases from 5 M lb/month to 7.7 M.  27/229

1942

Copper is 11.87/lb. 117:  M 235-241

1942

530 M lbs. Cap at Chiquicamata mine.  27/202

1942

ACM produces 994 M lbs. Copper 27/229.

1942

Clyde E. Weed named Vice President in charge of Mining Operations, ACM. 27/260

1942

ACM indebtedness virtually paid off.  27/226.

1942

Conservative Zales Ecton wins elected as Congressman.  28/293.

1943

Copper is 11.87 c/lb. 117: M 235-241

1943

ACM produces 1.3 B. lbs. Copper.  27/229.

1943

70 coal miners lose lives at Smith Mine near Red Lodge.  28/259.

1944

Copper is 11.87 c/lb. 117: M 235-241

1944

ACM produces 1.2 B. lbs. Copper.  Total for war years is over 8.3 B. lbs. ACM produced 1/3 of the total amount of new copper available in the U.S. for the prosecution of the war.  It contributed over 51% of the total copper increase for the national emergency, or 3,744 tons more than all the other producers combined.  27/229-230.

1944

Andes Copper Mining Co. purchase 7 old mining claims in India Muerto area of Chili.  27/215.

1944

BK Wheeler loses in primary to liberal Leif Erickson.  His isolationism lost him veteran support; drift to right lost him liberals, especially labor.  Last of old style progressives.  Career took him from epithet of “Bolshivik Burt” to “America’s” #1 fascist” 28/240.

1945

Copper is 11.87 c/lb. 117: M 235-241

1946

Copper is 13.92 c/lb. 117: M 235-241.

1946

April.  Strike.  7,000 men out in 4 Montana cities.  Violence in Butte when bands of men, women, and children sacked homes of nonunion scabs.  28/252.

1946

Tim Sullivan sets up Butte Development Corporation.  BC, p. 5.

1947

Copper is 21.15 c/lb. 117: M 235-241.

1947

Kelley announces Great Butte Project—use of block caving (Method of underground blasting) to recover lower grade copper ore.  Estimated that would take 180 M tons of ore @ 20 lb./ton.  27/274.  Forbes later described it as a “costly bust.”  28/249. Announcement made in September.  BC, p. 5.

1947

Gambling outlawed in Butte.  Big Butte, July 27, 1983, p. 4 (newspaper)

1947

March 16th Employees Club opens.  BC, p. 5

1948

Copper is 22.20 c/lb. 117:  M 235-241

1948

Work begins on Greater Butte Project.  27/275.

1948

Seven week strike by the Women’s Protective Union, BC, p. 5. 
1948

President Harry Truman comes to Butte, speaks before a crowd of 10,000 in Naranche Stadium, June 8, 1948.  MS 6-1-81, NFA.

1949

Copper is 19.36 c/lb. 117: M 235-241.

1949 

Anaconda President James R. Hobbins dies. 27/163.

1949

W.H. Hoover becomes president ACM. 27/225

Butte Chronology, 1950’s

1950

Copper is 21.46 c/lb (New York, electrolytic, f.o.b. refinery).  117: M 235-241

1950

ACM makes thorough geological survey of India Muerto Area in Chile.  Area renamed El Salvador because it saved the problem of Potrerillos playing out.  27-217.

1950

Uranium find announce at Haystack Butte, NM, on Santa Fe Railroad land.  Talks begin for Anaconda to build mill to process ore.  27/296-7

1950

June 25th, Communist invade South Korea.  U.S. goes to war again.  27/267.

1950

Direct ownership of MPC securities returned to individual stockholders.  27/148

1950

On January 5th, series of meetings to discuss possibility of a return to 8-hour day in construction trades now working 6 hours outlined at meeting of Build Butte Committee, Craftsmen, employers and others interested in the movement.  Department of Labor statistics, according to John Hample of the Build Butte Committee, was one of few cities in U.S. where 6-hour day in effect in building trades.  Another speaker cited figures of at least 15 other communities with 6-hour day.  MS 1-6-50, P. 1.

1950

February 15th, CIO expels IUMMSW, gives jurisdiction over metal miners, smeltermen & refinery workers to United Steelworkers; Butte miners stick to old union. BC, P. 5. 

1950

At dinner given in his honor by Butte Development Association, September 7th, Kelley announces that Butte Community Hospital, which has been under construction for past several months, will be a gift of Anaconda Company to Community when it is completed.  Said “mow it can be asserted without fear of contradiction that this district that has contributed so much economic wealth to the industrial development of the nation and the world will continue to do so for decades that are to come.”  GBP says railroad facilities to render tailings available, construction of two tailings plants to mix tailings with water and installation of miles of heavy pipe through which they are introduced into areas to be filled underway.  Over 20 miles of pipe have been installed; 13 miles of old workings have been reopened, many concrete bulkheads have been built, 1,225,000 tons of tailings have been placed. Ground was broken for Kelley Shaft on April 17, 1948; main entrance to project, one of largest mine shafts in U.S., cross section of 38 feet long and 90 feet wide, most modern fireproof construction; now sunk to dept of 587 feet.  Kelley will have 3,000-hp. Hoist and 2,250 hp hoist; steel headframe 178 feet high which will support four hoisting sheave wheels; 7,500 tone ore bin; two-story building with modern change house, warehouse facilities, and mine offices.  New copper precipitation plant to replace obsolete High Ore and Leonard plants; Last November entire flow of mine water, 30,000 tons per day, diverted to new plant, with productive capacity of 1 M lbs. Of copper per month.  Haulage tunnel to Lex and Alice will be over 6,000 feet when completed.  $10 M of $20 M preparatory monies spend.  Kelley said that announcement of Greater Butte Project “enkindled a confidence in the community that has borne fruition in what may be designated as the Great Butte Spirit.”  Says that, from October 1947 when GBP began, through August 1950, over $6.2 M in building permits issued, about $1.5 M for new homes completed, 250 more under construction, by other than Association Kelley conclude his address:  “There it stands—the Butte Hill.  It may not present a scene of aesthetic beauty to the casual visitor of the uninformed critic, but to those of us who know not only its surface but the manifold activities underground, always it will be the most inspirational spot on earth.  Yes, its nice grassy slopes have been scarred and marred by headframes over shafts, by mine dumps and railroad tracks, but every scar should be regarded as a badge of enterprise—as a tribute to the effort of those who justly earned for it the designation of “The Richest Hill on Earth, and to those who are now doing their best to perpetuate it.”  MS 9-8-50, P. 1, 8.

1950

From Kelley speech, 9-7-50:  All that I have said, all that I have expressed in prophecy has to do with the material resources back of this community.  It is of equally vital importance that we should think of the community itself, for the simple reason that none of these expectations can become a reality of true significance unless there exists a community which they support and which in turn supports them.  We must have and maintain a community of which we and our wives and children can be proud—a community that will be attractive to family men and women as a desirable place for the raising of their sons and daughters—a community that is law abiding and God-fearing in its daily life, carrying with it the respect and confidence of the state and the nation… MS 9-8-50, P. 1, 8.

1950

Labor expresses gratitude to Mr. Kelley for expansion of GBP.  At dinner honoring him, BMU president Hills says that in 1946 Miners Union membership numbered 2,410; at present it totals 5,007.  Also said, “We appreciate the hospital now being erected in Butte by the Anaconda Company as a gift…It is my understanding that each bed…represents an investment of more than $25K.  Other communities…are compelled to float large bond issues or seek donations from the federal government.  MS 9-8-50, P. 1, 8.

1950

Business expresses enthusiasm with GBP.  Mr. Waite says that “never in 25 years has there been such enthusiasm and optimism among the bus men of Butte over the future as prevails today.”     Tim Sullivan, president of Development Association, said announcement of GBP was turning point for Butte.  Said organization was formed to counteract the atmosphere of pessimism, hesitancy and lack of confidence present here after WWII.  “Our pop had decreased.  We had the reputation of being a city of high construction costs, valuable properties in the heart of the city were in dilapidated condition and it was impossible to obtain a firm quotation on building or remodeling.  We had a large pay roll, we had fine railroad facilities but we needed additional homes, business houses, schools and recreation centers.  Thus it was the Butte Development association was born.  The BMU made the first contribution of $100 toward organization of the Association.”  In 1947, Association started building homes through sponsorship of Kenwood Realty Co.  Says that since announcement of GBP, Association has provided homes for 155 families and has homes for 200 more underway, “but this is not sufficient to adequately house the families of additional workers who will be needed here…” MS 9-8-50.

1950

E.S. McGlone, VO in charge of western operations for the Anaconda Copper Mining Co., speaking at homecoming picnic, one of the highlights of Butte’s 4th of July and homecoming week celebration, congratulated Greater Butte Project and building program, and said also, “We are very fortunate in Butte to have a large industry.  But, sometimes, I am afraid too many depend too much on our main industry for their well-being.  Courage and foresight a little investment and improvement in business here will pay dividends I am sure, and we will continue to go forward.  With the railroad, trucking, airplane and other facilities here Butte has every advantage to grow and there is no reason why we should not encourage new business.  The Butte Development Association has taken a lead in providing an optimistic outlook for our community.  Through co-operation of labor and management we can maintain this spirit of confidence and optimism and continue Butte’s growth.  MS 7-3-50, P. 10.

1950

Butte has huge building Program; exceeded $9 M figure and topped the $8 M plus of 1949.  Construction projects include 22 apartment project erected by the Butte Development Association on the site of the Old Mullan house on North Main, which will with others of its type and homes constructed under Development Association sponsorship, provide dwellings form Butte’s expanding population; $800,000 Girls Central High School which may be ready for occupancy in early spring, 1951 will accommodate 500 students and has convent for teaching staff; Victor Chemical Works at Silver Bow, $5 M project.  MS 1-7-51, P. 6.  Boom includes biggest home-building program in Butte’s history; total building totals around $9.196,680; Home building, a must in connection with Butte’s industrial growth, accelerated by the Greater Butte Project, kept pace with activity in trade.  GBP, designated by Cornelius F. Kelley, Chairman of the Board of Directors of Anaconda Copper Mining Co., calls for capital and other outlays of more than $20 M in a project making possible recovery of billions of pounds of metals.  The project attracted hundreds of new miners and their families to this city.  Home building program of Butte Development Association through medium of the Kenwood Realty Co., was designed to provide living accommodations for new residents.  $1.2 M in construction of 52 new homes in Development Association addition on Butte’s South Side between Farragut and Massachusetts Streets, in construction of apartment dwellings on South Main, Granite and Excelsior Streets and East Mercury Street.  In addition, association launched a $250K rebuilding program at the old Butte Hotel on East Broadway, which will provide 30 apartments and space for 3 stores.    Contractors, lumbermen and realtors estimated that 1221 new homes built or are in process through 1950 exclusive of Devel Associates projects.  Some prices as high as $40K; average cost is estimated at $13K or having a total building valuation of $1,573,000.  Ground for Victor Chemical Works broken August 3rd.  Elemental phosphorous, to be converted to phosphoric acid and other phosphate chemicals at Victor plants elsewhere in the U.S., will be produced at Silver Bow.  Victor engaged in producing phosphates for both civilian and military uses.  Safeway Stores, Inc. launched building and expansion program, which at present, with new supermarket at Front and Montana and expansion of Harrison Avenue Store, has estimated cost of more than $300K.  Based in confidence in Butte’s future.  New Eddy Bakery building finished at Front St. and Harrison Avenue, $225K; work about 35% complete on New Butte Civic Center, a $995K project.  Butte Community Memorial Hospital being constructed; ground broken May 12, 1949; cost more than $3 ½ M; June 15, 1951 tentative completion date; gift of 

ACM to community; six stories exclusive of penthouse clinic; 122-bed facility. 1-7-51, Pp. 1, 6. See also, article 6-4-50, P. 1.

1950

Winter Garden building and bowling alleys burn in January; American Theatre on West Park burns on February 1;  MS 1-7-51, P. 1, 6.

1950

Two local IUMM&SW—BMU No. 1 and Butte Stationary Engineers Union, No. 83—voted to accept amendments to the current agreement with the ACM.  Includes 5 c/hr. wage increase, retroactive to March 1, 1950; accruing contributions by Company for employees and dependents hospital and medical coverage and modification of qualifications for holiday pay.  Current contract was due to expire on June 30, 1950, but will now run to June 30, 1951.  MS 4-2-50.  P. 1.

1950

Agreement with MM&SW Union and Engineers Union in Butte, Anaconda and Great Falls reached with Anaconda Copper Mining Co. for wage increase of 10 c/hr. Wage increase, when ratified, will be effective as of Monday, October 16th.  MS 10-15-50. P. 1.

1950

Beginning on September 11th, employees of Butte mines placed largely on a six-day workweek basis; operations had been changed from 6-day to 5-day basis on June 6, 1949, at time of slump in demand for metals and price reductions.  Since then, IUMM&SW and local unions have wanted 6-day week.  Now company decides that present national emergency and demand for metals justify 6-day week.  9-10-50, P. 1.

1950

President Harry Truman, on 45-minute stopover, speaks to huge crowd from platform on Front Street.  MS 6-1-81, NFA.

1951

Copper is 24.37 c/lb.  117:  M 235-241.

1951

Anaconda agrees with AEC that, if Anaconda will build mill near Haystack Butte, NM (Bluestone), the AEC will designate ACM as its ore-buying agency at Grants, and will purchase all U308 concentrates produced @ a price that will insure Anaconda recovery of plant investment and reasonable profit.  27/297-8.  Decision made to build ore processing plant near Grants.

1951

Huge Jackpile discovery of uranium in Grants area.  27/300

1951

Anaconda starts developing Yerington mine in Nevada (for Korean War effort), town site named Weed Heights.  27/268.

1951

Butte Community Memorial Hospital dedicated 12-17-51.  $4.4 M facility, gift of ACM.  Kelley said at dedication, “You need have no fear, no trepidation about the future of this community,” Mr. Kelley said, “I assure you…that what is known as the GBP will be but the precursor of still greater projects in time to come, for the Hill contains mineral wealth that will not only enable it to maintain its position as a major copper producer, but will without any doubt enable it to become the greatest producer of zinc and manganese in the U.S.”  Kelley says in this talk, that it is ACM policy to find, develop and have in reserve at least as much mineral as has been extracted.  Notes that in his experience of nearly 60 years, “some spend underground, as nipper, mining surveyor, mining lawyer, and as an executive director or mining operations, I have seen the economic grade of ore…drop from a minimum of 200 lbs. Of Cu to a ton to 100 lbs., then to 60 lbs, and now up on the completion of the greater project…to an assured beneficiation of more than 130 M tons of what is now considered ore that will carry some 20 lbs. Of Cu to the ton.  Notes that over 30 K feet of development a year underground.  12-17-51, P. 1, 10.

1951

BMU has 4,713 eligible to vote; Stationary Engineers have 305.  MS 3-1-51, P. 1.

1951

Chromium Mining and Smelting Company has plans for Chrome plant in Butte, expected to cost between $3 and 3 ½ M; Senator Murray said there appears to be a good chance that low-cost federal power would be available for the plant, through Bonneville Power Administration.  3-9-51, P. 11.

1951

Strike at Butte mines and Anaconda and Great Falls smelters of ACM, begins at 7:00 am. IUMM&SW vs. ACM.  Part of industry-wide strike action of the union, which will involve Phelps Dodge, Kennecott, American Smelting and Refining, American Brass, Coeur d’Alene district and others.  All production or development work will be undertaken during the strike by management and limited numbers from membership rolls of unions involved are assigned to maintain mine pumps and drainage systems and also to safeguard the smelter operations from fire and other hazards.  MS 8-27-51, p. 1.  About 9,000 are affected in Montana operations.  Truman asks copper workers to return to jobs while the strike is investigated by the Wage Stabilization Board.  About 58 K IMM&SWU strikers, nation-wide, and another 42 K AFL in unions and two RR unions.  Truman warned that the strike already has had a “very serious impact on the defense program.”  The president acted after Defense Mobilizer Charles E. Wilson notified him that the walkout will drastically curtail production of tanks, guns, planes and other military items as well as essential civilian goods.  MS 8-28-51, P. 1.  Truman invokes Taft-Hartley act emergency provisions; under the law, can ask for injunction to end strike as soon as he gets report from board of inquiry.  He appoints this board; they are to report back to him September 4th.  This marks the 9th time Truman has invoked act since it became law over his veto in 1947.  MS  8-31-51, PP. 1, 20.  Truman seeks injunction.  40,000 IUMM&SW still on strike; Kennecott settled earlier with 15 c “package” wage increase effective July 1st but subject to Wage Stabilization Board approval.  MS 9-5-51, Pp. 1, 10.  Court issues injunction effective until September 15th; IUMM&SW ordered back to work.  MS 9-6-51, P. 1.  Montana workers back to work by 3 o’clock shift 9/6.  MS 9-7-51, P. 1.  BMU and Butte Engineers union voted to accept new contract with ACM. Includes wage increase and adjustments in rates for classifications of from 64 c to $2.98 per day.  Also includes pension plan providing minimum of $100 per month and company contribution of $1. Per month toward off-job sickness and accident insurance to be set up by the local unions involved.  Contract is retroactive to last June 30th and affects about 10K ACM workers at Butte, Anaconda, Great Falls, and East Helena.  MS 11-6-51, P. 1.  Contract Signed.  MS 11-14-51.

1951

1st phosphorous produced at Victor Chemical Works.  MS 11-6-51, P. 1.  

1951

1951

ACM announces $40 M aluminum plant at Columbia Falls.  MS 11-7-51, P. 1. Gets Ok.  MS 12-14-51.

1951

IUMMSW and AFL crafts unions of Montana mining districts demanded that 24 ½ c/lb. Domestic ceiling price of Cu be raised to at least the 27 ½ c. which foreign copper is sold in this country under Office of Price Stabilization ruling.  MS 12-13-51, P. 1.

1951

Kelley assures that a still brighter and more promising future is in store for Butte on December 16th.  By year’s end, record construction in city, including $4.4 M hospital; 5 M Victor Chemical Works with 175 employees; 800 K Girls Central; 3.4 M home building; 350K Safeway on Front St.; Conoco stations, 200 K; nearing completion is $995K Civic Center; more. MS 1-6-52, P. 1. 

1952

Copper is 24.37 c/lb. 117:  M 235-241.

1952

ACM president W.H. Hoover dies.  27/225.

1952

Robert E. Dwyer named president of Anaconda.  27/261.

1952

1st ore taken from Greater Butte Project.  The key unit is the Kelley mine, the first block caving mine on Butte Hill.  27/275 

1952

1st shovel load to develop Yerington Mine in Nevada.  27/268.

1952

Sulphide plant completed @ Chiquicamata to treat sulphide ore (up to then, had only plant to treat oxide ore, but the sulphide supply was increasing.  Oxide ore supplied 20 lb. Cu/ton; sulphide 30 lb./ton.  27/203.

1952

Mike Mansfield elected Senator over conservative Zales Ecton.  28/293.  

1952

Kelley announces that ACM is mid-way in gigantic $289M postwar construction and improvement program; aims to boost its output of Cu from 623,500,000 lbs. In 1951 to 1B in 1954, step up zinc production within next few years by 50% f.  130 M lbs. Produced in 1951.  Says Zinc operations promise to estimate Butte District as leading domestic zinc producer and GBP will prolong life of operations here by decades.  ACM Postwar Improvement Program includes $111M for Chuquicamata Sulphide Project; 27M for GBP; 38M for Yerington Mine; 10M for Cananea Project; 5.5M for copper refining and casting; 8M for zinc processing facilities; 27.5M for improvements at Brass Mils; 45M aluminum project; 4M treatment of Uranium Ores; 13M other improvements.  MS 5-22-52, P. 1.

1952

22 members of wholesale members of Butte Clerks Union vote to strike 8-1-52 RFN.

1952

IUMMSW sign wage agree with two more of so-called “big Four” in cu industry, Anaconda Copper Mining Co. and ASARCO.  9-1-52, P. 1.  Includes 8 c across the board retro to July 1st; 3 weeks of vacation after 15 years, and 50 c per month to hospital; reopen contract July 1st, 1953.  9-2-52 RFN

1952

Cornelius Kelley, at testimonial dinner for ACM President Robert E. Dwyer, (who was a clerk in the blacksmith shop of the Reduction Works in 1903) says that the ACM is in the midst of a great program which entails spending $115M on Montana projects over money spent for current costs of operation.  This includes 70M on Montana projects over money spent for current costs of operation.  This includes 70 M already spent or being spent on various projects and 45M on aluminum plant at Columbia Falls.  In Anaconda, an additional $10M is to be spent at the smelter, making total expenditure there in postwar program of $30.5M.  GBP now has daily output of about 5,500 tons/day, required $26.2 M up to June 30.  “These expansion programs, so vital to the many communities and their residents in this state, are being pushed to completion as rapidly as possible, he said.  “The large expenditures being made upon them express, clearly, and explicitly, the faith of the Anaconda Co. in the future of the Butte mines and in the State of Montana.  Surely, then, the people of Anaconda, Butte, Great Falls and Flathead Valley and other communities in the state, can draw inspiration and hope from the Butte Hill.”  He declared that Butte and Anaconda now face the brightest future that ever appeared before them and said that the day has now passed when anyone “refers to the time when the Richest Hill on Earth will become exhausted because it is so far distant in the future that none of us here this evening can visualize such an occurrence.”  Also noted that domestic p of cu is frozen at 24 ½ c/lb. Which would price last week was 35 ½ c/lb. MS 9-4-52, PP. 1, 7.

1952

Tech enrolled 250 in 52, and 219 in 51.  9/23/52. RFN

1952

George Meany, 58, head of AFL.  11-26-52 RFN

1952

Dwight Eisenhower made a whistle-stop on the train in Butte October 5, 1952.  MS 6-1-1981, NFA.

1953

Copper is 28.92 c/lb. 117:  M 235-241

1953

Anaconda Aluminum Co., a 95% owned subsidiary of Anaconda and representing a $65 M investment, formed. 27/328.  (For role of available power, Hungry Horse Reservoir, interaction between ACM & MPC, see 27/328-339.)

1953

Lee Metcalf elected HR—outspoken, liberal, rely on farm labor vote.  28/294.

1953

Montana Standard’s Sunday edition increased to 10c starting February 1st; “the first advance in Sunday Standard rates in the newspaper’s long history.”  MS 1-18-53, P. 1.

1953

ACM buys mineral properties and equipment of North Butte Mining Co.  At present there are no crews, so the transfer concerns of sizable employee personnel.  Includes Granite Mountain, Speculator, Tuolumne and Gem. Granite Mountain in 1917-18 employed approximately 3,000 men.  MS 1/22/53.

1953

Workers dismantle the head frame at the Anaconda mine; it has been closed for some time but mined through the Belmont shaft; this will continue but now Anaconda’s properties will figure in the new block-caving system.  Art includes some history on the Anaconda.  MS 5-1-53, P. 1. 

1953

June 26th, Armistice signed in Korean War.

1954

Copper is 29.82 c/lb. 117: M 235-241

1954

Drilling on the Berkeley Pit begins.  Estimates that it holds 1.6 M lbs. Copper.  27/180.

1954

Strike begins 8/23/54, IUMMSW vs. ACM.  Government calls on union to postpone.  Workers now get about $14.71 Per day; want 25 c/hr. raise with medical and pension benefits.  MS 8-23-54, p. 1 Between 8,500 and 9,000 idled.  ) Later reports say around 10,000, included. MS 10-15-54) MS 8-24-54, P. 1.  Strike ends October 15, 1954; Mine Mill votes 4,378 for 800 against.  MS 10-15-54, P. 1) Package is valued at between 8 ½ and 9 ½ c/hour.  MS 10-14-54, P. 1.

1954

National Labor Relations Board rules that Maurice E. Travis, secretary-treasurer of IUMMSW, had filed a false affidavit when he swore in 1949 he was not a member of the Communist party, and that the union membership has been aware of the falsity.  (IUMMSW one of 11 groups expelled from the CIO in 1949-50 as Communist-dominated).  MS 9-16-54, P. 1, 14.

1954

Strike of Anaconda Co. workers last 53 days.  8-23-54 to 9-15-54 RFN.

1954

First cement copper hauled from Yerington NE—it had taken only two years to bring pit into production, develop a sulfur supply, build a town, office, shops, warehouses, and essential plants.  “Every piece of lumber, machinery, and all supplies had to be hauled in from the railroad twelve miles away.  A miracle in a desert area had been wrought.”  27/268.

 1954

Cananea produces 60 M lbs. Copper.  27/265.

1954

Butte Hotel burns in August—one of Butte’s largest fires.  (Check) 11-17-85.

1955

Copper is 37.39 c/lb. 117:  M 235-241.

1955

Cananea produces 66 M lbs. Copper.  27/265.

1955

Preliminary pit opened in southwest corner of Berkeley Pit area, and first ore shipped.  27/280.

1955

Potrerillos Cu. Mine in Chile had produced 3.2 B. lbs. Of copper since 1927.  Mine almost depleted.  27/214.

1955

Africana mine, 12 miles from Santiago, Chile, resurveyed and reopened (it had been closed since 1924) ACM owns 99.25% of it.  27/217.

1955

All plant construction at Bluewater New Mexico completed (for U. ores) 27/303.

1955

Anaconda Co. earning largest since 1929.  Aluminum plant at Columbia Falls goes into production.  Chile operations expanded to replace Potrerillos mine.  Greater Butte Project underway.  Kelley announces his retirement.  27.308.

1955

Name of company changed to The Anaconda Company from Anaconda Copper Mining Co.  27/310

1955

Roy H. Glover named chairman of Anaconda Company he another of modest origins—his freighter father killed when Roy was 15; he sole support for his mother; Worked at one time, as laborer for American Steel & Wire (part of Anaconda) 27/313-4.

1955

 (New Mexico) open pit uranium mine goes into full scale.  27/300

1955

First dig on Berkeley Pit in March.  BC, P. 5.

1956

Copper is 41.88 c/lb.  117: M 235-241

1956

Clyde E. Weed elected President of Anaconda—first engineer since 1915 in that post.  Took over from Robert E. Dwyer, president since 1952.  27/261.

1956

Butte miners reject CIO in favor of IUMMSW, except for Butte Stationery Engineers 83 changed to Operating Engineers local 357.  BC, P. 5.

1957

Copper is 29.99 c/lb. 117:  M 235-241

1957

Recession:  price fall in metals and lumber, serious unemployment.  BC, P. 5. 

1958

Copper is 26.13 c/lb. 117:  M 235-241

1958

Anaconda advertisement says, “Underground workings in the Butte mines include 40.9 miles of vertical shafts, together with 2,538 miles of other passageways.  Adding the excavation from stopes brings the total length to 9.474 miles…Normal operations require 6,500 employees in and about the mines.  The normal monthly payroll for these employees is approximately $3,200,000.  “Vacationland Travel Section, P. 16-17; probably MS; n.d.  B-SB Archives.

Read MS 11/1 through about 11/17/58.

1959

Copper is 30.82 c/lb. 117: M 235-241.

1959

Anaconda Co. sells its newspapers to Lee Enterprises.  28/249, 281.

1959

Strike called August 19 by IUMM&SW against Anaconda.  December 22nd, smeltermen in Anaconda, negotiating separately, accept a company proposal by 2 to 1 vote and go back to work next day.  Rest of strike carries into 1960.  MS 1/3/60, P. 1B.

1959

Earthquake August 17-18 felt in Butte; center 120 miles southeast of Butte.  Vacationing campers in Madison River Canyon killed; in Butte, Franklin School suffered damage, wall collapsed at an apartment dwelling; some damage to power lines south of town, quickly repaired; windows were broken and dishes shattered as they fell from shelves.  MS 1/3/60, P. 1B.

1959

June 1st, Western Transit Systems, Inc., area’s bus system, quit service.  Transportation crisis.  Late in year, limited bus schedule set up through agreement between city council and Ralph Olsen, who also holds contracts for school transportation.  MS 1/3/60, P. 1B.

1959

Mid October, Company announced that it had “no desire to remain involved in the affairs of the hospital.”  It had kept a checkrein on the management of the hospital and repeatedly absorbed deficits.  Community worries that it will lose one of three hospitals.  Recently, citizen’s committee assumed responsibility for interim operation; seems likely that one of several religious organizations will take it over.  MS 1/3/60, P. 1B.

1959

June 1st, Lee Newspaper Group announced it had purchased Montana newspaper interests of Anaconda Company in Butte and other cities. MS 1/3/60, P. 1B.

1959

Suit prosecuted by 8 non-union schoolteachers of Butte against School District No. 1 and Butte Teachers Union No. 332.  Montana Supreme Court of June 29 upheld teachers’ contentions that the district had illegally discriminated against them when it denied them pay increases and other benefits accorded union teachers with equal tenure and qualifications.  Invalidated the “Union security clause” in a 1956 agreement between district and union.  In November, distributed paid 8 teachers back salary, fees, costs and interest over $21K.  MS 1/3/60, P. 1B.

1959

Despite economic setbacks, community progressed toward better future during the year with acquisition of new industries and announcements that others are on way, and with frequent announcements of newer and better buildings and enterprises.  Many local concerns set expansion plans in motion during the year.  MS 1/3/60, P. 1B.

1959

Ruby Garret kills Andrew Arrigoni.  MS 1/3/60, P. 1B.

1959

Civic Center Commission disbanded.  MS 1/3/60 P. 1B.

1959

Jean Sorenson kills Ted Record. MS 1/3/60, P. 1B.

1959

Jack Kennedy made a whistle-stop on train March 6, 1959.  MS 6/1/81, NFA 

Butte Chronology, 1960’s 

1960

Copper is 32.16 c/lb. (NY, electrolytic, f.o.b. refinery).  117:  M 235-241

1960

Strike, which began August 19, 1959, ends after 182 days when members go back to work starting February 16th.  Settlement agreement announced February 11th.  Federal mediators had assisted negotiators of Anaconda Co. and International Union of Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers.  Union membership ratified agreement February 15th.  Rift during the strike had appeared December 22, 1959 when members of the Mine-Mill local at Anaconda reached a separate settlement and returned to work.  Strike ran its long course without violence.  MS 1/1/61, P. 1B. 

1960

Butte Free Public Library and Legion Hall burns on March 27.  Volunteer workers including members of the library staff saved documents and records.  Plastic covers across stacks protected shelved volumes from more than minor damage.  Upper areas damaged beyond repair, but main floor back in business within remarkably short time.  City government collected $175,000 in insurance; present plans call for a modern library plant in what remains, at a cost of about $140,000.  MS 1/1/61, P. 1B.

1960

Anaconda Company announces plans for eastward expansion of Berkeley Pit and in return for abandonment of the present Butte-Meaderville county road, offered to build another road further east, connecting Meaderville and Butte by a longer route.  Then petition withdrawn; Company started new open pit east of the road.  County alleged damage to the road by overweight vehicles and caused the arrests of two F & S Contracting Company drivers.  One was acquitted by a six-man justice court jury; other forfeited $50 bond.  County is plaintiff in a district court action, which could determine rights of the parties in a still bitter county-company dispute.  Meanwhile, Mayor James Shea and Walkerville city council allege damage to public thoroughfares as a result of employees who, pursuant to company orders, were stringing a fence in the disputed area.  JP J.J. Winston dismissed the five men.  MS 1-1-61, P. 1B. 

1960

Strike when Operators and management of Mountain States Telephone and Telegraph Company differ over whether union membership should be required of certain supervisory personnel.  Strike called July 1st, affected only Butte plant. Strike ended August 26 after August 24 settlement.  National Labor Relations Board held hearing in Butte in August and in October handed down decision generally in favor of Company.  MS 1-6-61, P. 1B.

1960

Possibility that Webb and Knapp, Inc. of New York may build a steel mill at Anaconda to utilize slag from the Anaconda Reduction Works is big story.  50-year supply of slag for the type of mill proposed is on hand now.  Recent analysis indicates an iron content of from 33 to 37%.  Plant to mill it would cost $30 - $40 M.  New York concern has blown hot and cold on the proposal for the greater part of the year, but its most recent press release set a tentative date, next May 1, for start of construction.  MS 1-1-61, P. 1B.

1960

Fire cripples Sigman Meat Co. plant south of Butte on November 20th; destroyed the killing room, ruined several other buildings, brought water and smoke damage to other sections.  Damage estimated at half million.  No human casualties. One of Butte’s major non-mining industries; employed about 70 persons. Most disastrous industrial fire in Silver Bow County in more than a decade.  MS 1-1-61, P. 1B.  

1961

Copper is 30.14 c/lb. 117:  M 235-241

1961

Senator Mike Mansfield elected Senate Majority Leader.  28/293.

1961

Lee Metcalf elected U.S. Senator—becomes Senate’s leading critic of giant electric utilities industry.  28/294.

1961

Anaconda lobbies for and gets a state law giving companies with mineral rights the added authority (beyond eminent domain) to condemn surface land for open pit operations.  14/94

1961

“Area redevelopment” was a phrase unknown in Butte as 1961 began (wrap up of years’ stories says).  State, County and Municipal officials, and business and labor union leaders, confer frequently to figure out how to use Federal Area Redevelopment Act which provides help for areas stricken, as Butte has been, by economic misfortune.  Plans would, basically, free Butte of its almost total dependence on mining industry.  It is generally recognized that Butte must have a diversified industrial base.  (Apparently, this recognition is new).  MS 1-7-62, P. 1B. 

1961

Democrat U.S. Senator James E. Murray died March 23rd at the age of 84.  Had started law practice in Butte in 1901; came from Canada; educated there and at New York University.  County attorney 1906-08.  Elected to Senate to succeed late Thomas J. Walsh in 1934.  Reelected in 36, 42, 54, & 58; chose not to see reelection in 1960.  Varied business interests; banking and mining among them.  Organized labor vigorously backed him.  MS 1-7-62, P. 1B.

1961

Anaconda Co. shaft sinking crews reach the 5,280-foot level in the Mountain Con Mine.  Mountain Con Mine is the only Butte mine to this day to surpass the mile deep level.  MS 4-2-82, NFA.

1962

Copper is 30.82 c/lb. 117: M235-241

1962

Strike.  28/252.

1962

Strike of Anaconda Company workers lasts 63 days. 7-16-62 to 9-21-62 RFN

1962

Butte Teamsters Union Local No. 2 goes on strike against Anaconda Co. July 16th; closes Berkeley Pit; agreement September 21st, ending strike on the 67th day.  Deep level mining and company’s Anaconda smelter affected through out the strike.  Off-again, on-again efforts by strikers to halt Butte, Anaconda and Pacific Railway resulted in district court and Montana Supreme Court sessions, with matters still pending as strike ended.  Protracted and suspenseful negotiations between the company and the BMU, the engineers and the craftsmen raised fears of other strikes, which could have throttled the community’s principal industry.  Eventually accords were reached in Butte and Anaconda between company and United Steelworkers, representing Anaconda workers for the first time after defeating International Union of Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers in a NLRB election.  May 2nd flare-up in Anaconda resulted in loss of one shift there and one here, but a settlement was promptly reached.  On November 16th as a result of a jurisdictional dispute, electrical workers picketed the concentrator construction site in Butte and 800 workers were idle  for two days.  Electrical workers struck the MPC July 1st, went back to work August 16th’ system-wide walkout did not halt the company’s services.  12-30-62, P. 1B. 

1962

March 20th; committee of 50 citizens launched movement for city county consolidation—committee of petitioners for Consolidation present 4,710 certified signatures for an election on the issue to county commissioners November 20th; March 5, 1963 set for election.  Opposition comes mainly from city and county officials and employees who would be affected and from Butte area’s many volunteer fire departments.  12-30-62, P. 1B.

1962

City of Butte had budget troubles, which resulted in a 10-day stoppage of the clock in the council chambers while Mayor Vern Griffith pondered and finally approved, on August 22nd, a $1,671,763 budget and a 46.29 mil levy.  Cuts in fire and police force. With pressure from State Examiner, city had earlier abandoned plans to set 27-mil general funk levy, ignoring a statute fixing the limit at 20 mils.  Since approval of the budget, the city has proceeded with plans to extend its boundaries and broaden its tax base by annexation of nearby areas.  Of 20 proposed areas, 13 were annexed while residents of other successfully resisted.  Court actions are pending to upset the annexation of the 13 districts. 12-30-62, P. 1B. 

1962

17 fires in vacant or abandoned houses and other buildings in Big Butte –Centerville-Walkerville area between May 1st and December 1st; called arson by volunteer fire department investigators.  Situation in brought about December 4th meeting in Walkerville with state, county and municipal officials attending.  12-30-62, P. 1B. 

1962

Construction of Anaconda Company’s $35 M copper ore concentrator plant moves forward; weekly payroll approaches $100,000 and between 700 and 800 employed.  On December 7th, E.I. Renouard, Anaconda Vice President, said zinc concentrator also will be built here, with direct labor costs of about 1M, other expenditures still to be announced.  12-30-62, P. 1B. 

1962

Montana School of Mines wins game, ending 44 game losing streak that ran from 1953 to 1962, although they did have 3 ties in that period.  The broke the streak November 3rd, 33-7 over Northern Montana College.  All of this directed attention to its high academic standing, its lack of athletic scholarships, its policy of “study first, play if you can find the time.”  12-30-62, P. 1B. 

1963

Copper is 30.82 c/lb. 117:  M235-241.

1963

Butte Chamber of Commerce votes city-county consolidation the chapter’s No. 1 work program for 1963.  Other work projects include effort to create more tourist attraction in order to make tourism a large contributor to local economy; advertising and publicizing Butte so as to create a better image of the community; making every effort to attract new industry and give assistance to existing business and industry, securing of better airline service; seeking of early completion of the interstate Highway through the area in order to insure expansion of Butte as a major wholesale and distribution center.

1963

August 24th, dynamite blast at Pittsmont mine dump, southeast of Butte, sends debris for hundreds of yards.  About two tons of stolen dynamite had exploded at the dump.  Emit Guay, 34 was blown to bits, leaving a wife and 9 children.  Officers, later to testify they were closing in on some kind of deal involving the illicit cache, were cut, bruised and dazed.  Cache was about half of he loot in a burglary of the LaVelle Powder Co. warehouse southwest of Butte.  For approximately 2 and ½ months, community knew how it felt to be sitting on a powder keg.  November 8th authorities announced arrests and said they could account for all the stolen explosive. 1-5-64, P. 1B. 

1963

Montana Tuberculosis Association letter to members of state’s congressional delegation called tuberculosis situation in Silver Bow County “deplorable”.  Contents of the letter made public in the Standard-Post October 23rd. 1-5-64, P. 1B

1963

Voters rejected consolidation by 10,359 to 6,633 March 5th.  Opponents said consolidation would mean end of two-party system here, loss of people’s right to elect county and city officials, and dictatorship by a manager who under the consolidation law would have been appointed by an elected non-partisan commission.  Proponents said it would save substantial money, government more efficient, county and city have never had two-party government with democrats in control. Paper says, it aroused more interest and evoked more give-and-take than any issue to come before the Silver Bow County public since 1931, when a similar proposal was defeated.  1-5-64, P. 1B. 

1963

Spring tax bills, payable May 30th, based on reclassification of property by a professional firm in accordance with state law, sharply higher than previous years; bitter protest.  Commissioner decided to apply 1962 valuations for this year, leaving reclassification suspended and ordering the job done over by another means.  1-5-64, P. 1B. 

1963

Little labor strife—flare-ups at Anaconda Company concentrator site while building in progress; a brief work cessation at Berkeley Pit as Teamsters differed with Anaconda Company, but paper deems year “a quiet one on the labor front.” 1-5-64, P. 1B.

1963

Buildings, pens and equipment of Montana Livestock Auction Company destroyed in a fire $150,000 loss.  Company shortly resumed operations. 1-5-64, P.1B. 

1963

Mayor Vern Griffith announced late in 1963 that he was resigning to accept job with Area Redevelopment Administration to work to bring some of agency’s benefits to Butte.  1-5-64, P. 1B. 

1963

On February 11th or 12th, Lincoln’s birthday holiday, burglars break safe in county treasurer’s office, getting over $17,000 in silver and paper currency.  Crime still not solved at year’s end. 1-5-64, P. 1B. 

1964

Copper is 32.17 c/lb. 117: M235-241.

1964

Eduardo Frei elected President of Chile.  His call for “Chileanization” of Cu, served as an “early warning” to U.S. Cu. Producers.  21/54.

1964

President L.B.J. visits Butte, campaigning against Barry Goldwater, gives 33-minute talk at Civic Center; 12,000 hear; over 46,000 watch motorcade October 12th.  Considered top Butte news story of 1964. MS 1-3-65, P. 1B. 

1964

Railway trainmen struck BA&P, stayed out 121 days; back to work April 15th after federal mediators effected settlement.  Local 6002 of Steelworkers ended 4-day strike May 21st. Seniority, work rules and jurisdictional matters were involved.  Scheduled dedication of the multi-million dollar Clyde E. Weed concentrator called off because of strike and some 5,500 Anaconda Company employees were idled.  During summer and fall, company reached agreements covering 3 years with the International Union of Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers, the Teamsters, several other unions and finally, December 15th, Steelworkers.  Under these agreements, local industrial peace for 65-67 is possible.  MS 1-3-65, P. 1B. 

1964

Butte and county heavily for President Johnson, Senator Mike Mansfield and Rep. Arnold Olsen. MS 1-3-65, P. 1B. 

1964

Legalized gambling movement launched from Butte by Charles R. Lee, president of Montana Association for Legalized Gambling.  Petitions circulated statewide; enough signatures put to popular vote but a Methodist group succeeded in having petition form declared illegal.  Lee nominated for Governor by Montana Independent Development Party but State Supreme Court found nomination invalid.  MS 1-3-65, P. 1B.

1964

Mayor Vern Griffith resigned January 6th and Butte City council deadlocked in two votes to select successor:  Leonard Vainio or Tom Powers.  Powers won.  MS 1-3-65, P. 1B. 

1964

Countywide storm sanitation sewer system proposed in ’54 finally launched with creation of a district late in year.  $3.9 M project.  City Councils of Butte and Walkerville approved; Final action taken December 30th by Board of County Commissioners.  Federal Grants assured.  About 2/3 of cost will be borne by county taxpayers on an area assessment basis over 20 years.  MS 1-3-65, P. 1B. 

1964

Long overdue street and sidewalk improvements were begun last summer in uptown section of Butte.  Sidewalk program has been stalled by a legal squabble involving vaulted sidewalks. MS 1-3-65, P. 1B. 

1964

Construction boom.  MS 1-3-65, P. 1B. 

1965

Copper is 35.19 c/lb. 117: 235-241.

1965

Murders rank as three out of top four Butte stories of 1965.  MS 1-2-66, P. 1B.

1965

Pheobe Hewweg, “soft spoken Butte office secretary,” filed and won a federal court suit against Legislative Assembly; she asked as a citizen, that the legislature reapportion its houses on a population basis.  One of results is an increase in Silver Bow County’s state senate representation from one to four.  City of Butte voluntarily reapportioned its wards but not in time for its 1965 municipal elections, in which aldermen were elected at large.  Federal jurists also ordered a shift of seven counties form the eastern to the western Congressional district, approaching equality between the two.  MS 1-2-66, P. 1B. 

1965

Building program of booming proportions in Butte; firm plans for further construction continue into 1966.  A coming 4-way Interstate Highway junction has spurred much of the activity.  Uptown examples include the palatial Prudential Federal Savings and Loan building at Main and Broadway; Metals Bank expansion into the first block of East Park, entailing demolition of old landmark structures.  Outskirt examples include merchandising centers along Harrison Avenue, motels and apartments, and countless new homes.  Along with Anaconda Company mining expansion has come residential abandonment of much of the East Side property and extensive relocations.  MS 1-2-66, P. 1B.

1965

Metropolitan Storm and Sanitary Sewer District No. 1, moved through its first year of existence, not without troubles but with major approval of its virtually countywide $3.0 M Program.  A July 26th public hearing on its first assessments resulted in fewer than 100 formal protests against levies on a square foot basis.  A $4 maintenance levy caused some muttering form tax-tired citizens, but need of a sewer system to care for coming population expansion is evident to most.  In fact, state health authorities have threatened to halt new construction unless the Metro program moves forward.  Assessment protests came from the City of Butte, which asked clarification of financing plans; from the Butte Country Club, which filed but almost immediately withdrew a district court action, and from Mrs. Tillie Duffy, a taxpayer representing a group.  The Duffy suit, asking a halt to Metro activities, still was in the district court works at year’s end.  MS 1-2-66, P. 1B. Shows picture of “ancient facility” under Dakota, just north of Iron; it has walls of granite boulder and is topped by a brick architecture.  At lower center, raw sewage drips into the storm drain, a situation unacceptable by modern health standards.  MS 1-2-66, P. 1B. 

1965

County Attorney Sullivan, in office by appointed less than a month, publicly asked city and county law enforcement agencies on March 29th to enforce anti-gambling laws.  Sullivan asked county budget funds for a fulltime investigator to help combat gambling and probe other forms of crime, but in a vote, only Commissioner Hubert J. Johnson supported Sullivan.  On December 21st Sullivan personally seized seven punchboards and filed charges against Packy Buckley a tavern operator.  MS 1-2-66, P. 1B.

1965

Mayor Tom Powers beats Leonard Vainio in Democratic primary; unopposed in general election for mayor.  Voters approved $130,000 bond issue for fire department, turned down $425K for swimming pool.  MS 1-2-66, P. 1B.

1965

World Museum of Mining opens July 18th on 33-acre tract at old Orphan Girl Mine.  This community effort blossomed from an Exchange Club project.  MS 1-2-66, P. 1B.

Paage 63

1965

The Anaconda Company announced plans to move a research center fro Anaconda to Arizona but modified the announcement after hot public protests in which the Standard-Post participated editorially.  MS 1-2-66, P. 1B.

1966

Copper is 35.82 c/lb. 117: M 235-241.

1966

Senator Robert F. Kennedy of New York draws an estimated 3,000 to the vicinity of the Miners Union Building when he speaks on behalf of the Democratic state ticket.  MS 1-1-67, P. 1B. 

1966

Biggest surprise in Butte election is when Republican Earl J. (Si) Holman, 29 year old Butte policeman suspended for political activity after he started campaigning, won a four year un expired term as county commission form the 3rd district by defeating appointed incumbent Vera O’Connell. For last few weeks of the year, with Holman taking office as soon as certified and Gary F. Garrett remaining as a holdover, the county board had an unprecedented Republican majority with holdover Hubert J. (Tubie) Johnson its lone Democrat.  Garrett’s term expired with years end.  He gives way to democrat Robert W. Sparks, elected from the 1st District.  MS 1-1-67, P. 1B. 

1966

Sheriff Bill Dalling filed January 5, defeated 5 opponents in the primary and two in the general election to win fourth consecutive 40-year elective term.  He became sheriff by appointment in 1951.  MS 1-1-67, P. 1B. 

1966

Metropolitan Sanitary and Storm Sewer District No. 1, a special improvement district set up December 30, 1964, by county board, entered its second year stymied by litigation; enters its third year free of such obstacles, with government grants covering almost half the cost of the $3.9 M modernization and construction program and with first phase of construction about 50% complete.  Second phase, covered by second and final construction assessment, probably will be under way by mid-March.  It will include construction of a disposal plant at the lowest point in the 10-square mile district, at the junction of Silver Bow Creek and Centennial Ave. Interceptor lines and branches will receive a critical health hazard created by raw sewage pollution of streams south of Butte and adjoining lands flooded by them.  Construction assessments totaling 7-½ mils/square foot have been accepted by major of owners of homes or small productive tracts; owners of larger tracts, many unproductive or used as pastures, have been an active minority.  Organized as the Acres Club, they have backed suits challenging the district and its right to access.  Decision March 8th by Judge W.W. Lessley of Bozeman in Tillie Duffy vs. district; found for district on all issues.  Montana Supreme Court upheld decision on June 28th.  When similar suit filed in names of Robert S. and Marjorie F. Noland, court said it would hold them in contempt if they didn’t dismiss suit by July 29th, which they did; contempt for filing same suit “solely for the purpose of vexation and delay.”  In August 3rd suit filed by Harry M. Johnson; Supreme Court quickly dismissed it.  District enters 1967 in good fin. Condition.  In order to take advantage of federal grants, must meet fed standards in construction and must raise matching funds by the tow 20-year amortized assessments thus far levied.  An $8 annual service and maintenance charge will be maintained.  MS 1-1-67, P. 1B.

1966

Sections and Interchanges of Interstate system nearing completion; believed that city and county will become an imp warehouse and distribution center as north-south and east-west I highways meet here.  MS 1-1-67, P. 1B. 

1966

City and county feud during the year.  Butte Mayor Thomas F. Powers touched it off January 19th with charge that area’s growth and development “stymied” by lack of county cooperation and dragging of feed in Metro Sewer program.  County officials flared up with angry rebuttals.  Potshots exchanged through out year; at years end, blaming each other for lack of progress in joint efforts to relieve traffic congestion with new Kaw Avenue Bridge over Bell Creek.  MS 1-1-67, P. 1B. 

1966

East side residence and business areas continue to be eaten by Berk Pit expansion; have almost completely disappeared by years end.  “Rows of vacant houses and buildings mark the mining expansion area.”  Former residents for the most part have relocated in growing areas south of Butte.  MS 1-1-67. P. 1B.

1966

Berton Braley died in January.  Who Was Who in American, P. 111.

1967

Copper is 37.92 c/lb. 117:  M 235-241.

1967

Steelworkers absorb Montana Mine, Mill Union locals.  Had been trying to do this since CIO expelled Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers Union in 1950 because communists in its ranks. Butte Montana locals had been loyal to their old union—Butte, Anaconda, Great Falls, & East Helena.  28/252.

1967

Last major copper strike, longest and costliest in state’s history.  Steelworkers stayed out for 8 ½ months (into 1968) and lost $34 M in wages alone.  28/252.  The strike involved 60,000 workers nationwide and cost the industry as a whole an estimated $200 M in after-tax earnings.  Settled only after White House Intervention.  5/33 (check to be sure of dates). 

1967-8 

Strike of Anaconda Company workers lasts 260 days.  7-15-67 to 3-30-68 (from Rick Foote’s notes; check with paper). 

1967

Kennecott sells 51% of huge El Teniente mine to Chile for $80 M, then loans money to Chilean government partner to expand mine.  21/54.  “The clincher for Kennecott was that its actual share of the profits rose sharply because of lower tax rates.  And the deal cleared the way for a 60% expansion program.  10/36

1967

At year’s end, MS notes:  only local negotiations could produce the kind of news the local public would like to hear, and lack of local negotiations leaves the people of Butte with no basis even for guessing what course the strike is to take…The industry-wide nature of the strike, led by the Steelworkers against virtually the entire copper industry in the U.S., appears at year’s end to produce ultimate decision at the Butte level as was the case in 1959-60 when the International Union of Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers and the Anaconda Company were the principals and negotiations centered here.  The IUMM&SW now is merged with the Steelworkers; 17 other unions also are on strike; all the big copper companies are involved and Butte is but one of numerous communities.  Since midnight July 14th when it started, unproductive efforts to bring parties to at lease a conference have been made by Governor Tim Babcock, Senators Mike Mansfield and Lee Metcalf, Representatives Arnold Olson and James F. Battin and others.  In latest effort, unions declined to meet December 7th with fact-finding committee of Montana educators appointed by the governor.  Some 3,000 strikers from Montana and Idaho met November 29th in the Civic Center here in a demonstration of solidarity and determination.  Joseph P. Malony of Pittsburgh, Union Steelworkers Vice President was the principle speaker in a program under chair of Barney Rask of Butte, a co-chairman of the National Coordinated Bargaining Committee for negotiations with Anaconda Company.  Meanwhile the Anaconda Company has consistently advocated local settlement efforts while contending it cannot meet in full several of the pay and conditions demands of the unions.  MS 12-31-67, P. 1B.

1967

Strike halted water treatment facilities of the Anaconda Co. here and unions refused to operate facilities on grounds recovery of metal from precipitation plants constitutes production.  Clark Fork quickly became discolored, with Silver Bo Creek the offending contributor.  (Silver Bow Creek is headwaters of Clark Fork, which is major tributary of Columbia) Frank Dunkle, state fish and game director, filed suit against the company and the unions alleging the pollution was destroying fish and other life. The Stated Board of Health directed an order to the Company.  In district Court at Missoula, Judge Jack L. Green ordered change of venue in the Dunkle suit, and in district court at Butte, Judge John B. McClernana dismissed the unions as defendants.  Meanwhile, the company perfected plans diverting the mine wastes to settling ponds near Warm Springs, pollution was relieved and at year’s end, the controversy appears moot.  Company laid pipelines to carry water to settling ponds before it enters Clark Fork.  MS 12-31-67, P. 1B.

1967

Metro Sewer District still controversial; still has bitter opposition of highly vocal minority of hard hit landowners.  After stormy July 14th hearing, the district proceeded with 1967 program, includes 2 mil reserve fund levy at the insistence of bond-holding company’s and the letting of a $457,634 contract for Phase 2 construction of a treatment and disposal plant near the intersection of Silver Bow Creek and Centennial, lowest point in the district.  MS 12-31-67, P. 1B.

1967

Late in 1966, County Attorney Mark P. Sullivan seized a large quantity of punchboards at the Louis S. Cohn Company warehouse, 700 Dewey.  Charged with possession of gambling implements, the company and it’s president, M. Jack Newman, won dismissal September 20, 1967 on grounds they had not been brought to trial within the statutory six months.  On November 2nd, at a garbage dump southwest of Butte by order of Judge Victor H. Fall of Helena.  MS 12-31-67, P. 1B.

1967

PACE, Promote Active Community Effort, informally initiated in March by group of 25 citizens under chair of Don Ulrich and Joseph T. (Gub) Shea, became its sheeting committee.  The group and its subcommittees after a public unveiling in August tackled various community problems related to health, appearance and law enforcement.  Progress has been achieved in all areas and a strong 1968 program calls for continued action, making the juvenile curfew fully effective is a principal current project.  One project during the year, solving of problem of abandoned car bodies—removed to the dumps by the Anaconda Company Heavy equipment has been donated by Joe Roberts, labor by his employees, such services as obtaining releases from car owners by the sheriff’s department.  MS 12-31-67, P. 1 B.

1967

Efforts to place Butte on the federal government’s Model Cities program have thus far been unsuccessful, but officials and civic groups see grounds for hope in 1968.  Butte was not on the first list but some federal officials say, could make a ?  Missing page 13 of this chronology.

?? 

they wanted with east.  As weeks passed, public interest centered more on prostitution issues as such, and to some extent on illegal gambling, than on juvenile delinquency.  Houses were reported closed, then open; punchboards went up and down in taverns as if controlled yo-yo fashion, and City Hall felt compelled to defend itself against accusations and criticism.  Along the way, Butte Madam Beverly Snodgrass publicly embraced righteousness and shocked Montana newspapers with a “report” of her Butte activities and alleged political connections.  In October, the Great Falls Tribune used her material as the basis of a series, which added no new facts to public knowledge but attracted wide attention with its emphasis on Mrs. Snodgrass’ sensational “revelations.”  Series probably affected outcome of the November race for Attorney General, won by Republican Bob Woodahl over Democrat Gene Daly, although Silver Bow County went for Daly.  Whether the vice situation in Butte was deeply affected seems doubtful.  As late as December a shooting occurred in a Butte house which obviously was not closed at the time, and the owners of an uptown tavern pleaded guilty to possession of punchboards.  The advent of Woodahl in Helena may actually produce results.  He has publicly stated he will enforce the applicable laws, if local authorities fail to do so.  MS 1-5-68, P. 1B. 

1968

Mayor Tom Powers brings Model City Program to Butte.  (Mentioned, MS 1-4-70, P. 1B.) Some of machinery for Model Cities programs set up in Butte and Helena with planning destined to consume months.  15-member Butte demonstration agency is headed by John L. Peterson as chairman James P. Murphy executive director.  Murphy said May 21 the chief aim is to improve the lives of the poorer elements of population.  Planning alone was expected to require a year at a cost of $87,000.  MS 1-5-68, P. 1B.

1968

Brisk construction boom from spring through fall gave Butte an economic lift in its gradual emergence from strike effects.  Interstate Highway construction moved ahead, businesses announced expansion plans uptown and on flats, and several new businesses came to town or announced their plans.  Construction activity tapered off with arrival of severe weather in late fall.  MS 1-5-68, P. 1B.

1968

Mr. & Mrs. J.E. Corette touched off a community swimming pool project in April with a $100,000 donation.  The County commissioners added $50,000, other donors offered lesser amounts, a federal grant came in and the prospects of a handsome facility at Stodden Park in 1969 are good.  MS 1-5-68, P. 1B.

1968

The USS Butte, first Navy vessel to bear the name since 1948, was commissioned December 14th, at Boston with Mayor Thomas F. Powers the principle speaker and 45 Montanans, mostly from Butte, attending.  The Butte is a supply ship with sophisticated facilities, capable of delivering munitions simultaneously to two ships while under way.  MS 1-5-68, P. 1B.

1968

When the Butte Water Company asked Montana Public Service for authority to increase local water rates generally by about 145%, the commission scheduled a Butte hearing for October 8th in one of the district courtrooms.  The hearing was moved first to Girls Central auditorium when it appeared the crowd could not fit in the courtroom; moved again to Fox Theater and played there to an audience of about a thousand the first day, fewer on three succeeding days.  The commission, digesting voluminous testimony, experts to reach a decision early in 1969.  MS 1-5-68, P. 1B.

1968

The 3-story 1890 Beaver Block at Granite and Main, long a tax-delinquent and vacant eyesore, was demolished in October and the site will be occupied by a First National Bank drive-in facility.  Demolition was speeded by one of Butte’s most spectacular fires of the year, which gutted the structure in the early morning of October 10th, while hundreds, including evacuated tenants of the nearby Napton Apartments, watched.  MS 1-5-68, P. 1B.

1968

Improvements made at Silver Bow County airport and big jet service arrives.  MS 1-5-68. P. 1B. 

1968

Industrial Park between Butte and Anaconda discussed.  MS 1-5-68. P. 1B.

1969

Copper is 47.43 c/lb. 117:  M 235-241.

1969

John Melcher, progressive Democrat, elected House of Representatives, E. district.  28/295.

1969

Anaconda has best year ever, netting $99 M on sales of $1.4 B.  21/53.

1969

with Chilean leftists calling for nationalization of mines, Anaconda takes its case to the people with full-page newspaper ads that say that in the past 20 years, Chilean copper mined by Anaconda brought $4.2 B in world markets.  Of this, Anaconda received 11.2%; another 8/4% went for costs outside Chile.  But 80.4%, including $1 B in taxes, stayed in Chile.  11/17.

1969

Anaconda Company chairman C. Jay Parkinson tells the company’s annual meeting in Montana:  “We fully expect that the government of Chile…would do everything within its power to comply with its legal obligations.” 10/36.

1969

Late in the year, Anaconda finally agrees to sell 51% of Chuquicamata and El Salvador-Potrerillos mining properties to Chile.  The Exotica was from the first owned 75% by Anaconda, 25% by Chile (Unclear if Anaconda then sold remaining 26% to Chile) 21/54.

1969

Incumbent Mayor Tom Powers plagued by situations involving permissive prostitution and gambling, loses to Mario, “Mike” Micone in election.  Micone had been nominated by petition as an independent (Powers won the democratic primary).  Power’s primary opponent James E. Bergtolio supported Powers but Leo L. Jacobsen threw his support to Micone.  “In the time between elections, The Montana Standard in a series of articles pointed out distressing conditions in the city registration picture, including some 2,000 (check#) registrations of persons purporting to live in vacant buildings or vacant lots, or registered in one ward while living in another, or registered for city elections although living outside city limits.  This series pointed out that although these persons could not be located at their registered addresses between elections, they nevertheless had appeared at the polling places on election days.  Their influence on city elections was 

called the Shadow Vote.  Aroused citizens threatened challenges at the polls and groups were organized for the effort.  They found little to do on Election Day.  The Shadow Vote apparently stayed away.”  Micone won 5,156 to 3,212.  All Democratic City Council.  MS 1-4-86. P. 1B.

1969

New Mayor Mike Micone, on November 25th, dissolved 20-member Model cities board, saying it needed new blood.  He named a new board, retaining some former members.  Reorganization board headed by Joe H. Roberts as chairman, succeeding John L. Peterson.  James Murphy, director of the Butte Model Cities Program, spoke December (at a public forum and called for the cooperation of “People with pride…to bring about the changes we want in Butte.  He added:  I am confident we can drag this community, kicking and screaming, into the Twentieth Century.”  1-4-86. P. 1B.

1969

October, work started on $6 M Anaconda Company ore crushing plant and conveyor system to be used in connection with the Berkeley Pit operation.  Company officials describe it as the “largest gyratory crushing plant in the American mining industry.”  Largest construction project launched in Butte since Weed Concentrator built in 1962-4.  Completion date is October 31, 1979.  Plans for the crushing plant were announced shortly after the company had revealed plans for increased production in its Butte operations.  Martin K. Hannifan, general manager of the company’s Montana operations, said of the new plant:  “It’s location and size are planned with future possibilities for Butte’s vast ore reserves in mind.”  MS 1-4-70. P. B1. 

1969

Curtailment of Catholic School facilities forced public schools to absorb about 1,400 elementary grades students.  To meet that emergency…special levies totaling 36 mils proposed and presented to electorate April 5.  Rejected; resubmitted May 10t, rejected; trimmed to 27.79 mils and resubmitted, accepted June 7th.  Catholic schools merged Boys Central and Girls Central into Butte Central.  A sidelight to the total school situation was a delay in mailing county assessment notices which, had they been received before the June 7th school election, might have had some influence over the narrow margins by which voters approved parts of the 27.79 mil package.  MS 1-4-70. P. B1.

1969

Lower mil levies and higher taxes in most local districts, brought on by Silver Bow County’s laggard compliance with the State Board of Equalization’s threatening insistence on implementation of the “40-30” assessment procedure enacted in 1959.  Silver Bow was the last of the Montana’s 56 counties to comply.  Under the 1959 law, homeowners in most classes experienced unwelcome additions of up to $400 in their tax bills over the previous year.  A few benefited by small reduction.  MS 1-4-70.  P. B1. 

1969 or 1970

(Unclear which year, 6 months before Allende elected in 1970) Anaconda has serious production problems in Chile.  To escape suits over non-delivery, invokes disaster clause in contract, which releases it from production schedule obligations.  Action does not sit well, especially in election year.  21.54.

1969

Municipal swimming pool opened in August at Stodden Park.  Mr. and Mrs. J.E. Corette had started it with $100,000 donation; other individuals and groups donated; federal government grant.  “Future development of Stodden Park will be one of the long range effects.  MS 1-4-70. P. B1.

1969

A June 23rd fire and subsequent demolition took out a quarter of a block of uptown buildings off the SE corner of Main and Broadway.  Al’s Photo Shop, the Heidelberg Inn and the Board of Trade were put out of business.  Other buildings, vacant, were the corner structure, which once housed Hunter’s, a gift and novelty store, and the once famous four-seat Success Café.  MS 1-4-70.  P. B 1.

1969

Butte Central, undefeated in its division, took the state class A football championship. MS 1-4-70. P. B1.

1969

Light heavyweight boxer Roger Rouse and his brother, Donald, were charged with high misdemeanors after an encounter with Butte police in uptown Butte.  MS 1-4-70.  P. B1. 

1969

The City of Butte adopted a zoning plan.  Butte was the scene of one of a series of Mainstreeter hearings and the Interstate Commerce Commission eventually ordered the train kept in service at lease another year. MS 1-4-70.  P. B1. 

1969

Butte’s need for full-scale weather reporting facilities was emphasized when Jack Reynolds retired miner counted sun-dogs and predicted a storm which came despite federal forecasts from Helena of good weather.  MS 1-4-70.  P. B1.

Butte Chronology, 1970’s

1970

Republican Richard Shoup beats liberal Democrat Arnold Olson for House of Representatives.  10 year veteran Olson’s defeat “seemed to symbolize the decline of both Butte-Anaconda’s dominance, and of the old liberal farmer-labor coalition in western Montana.  It also underscored the new importance of middle class votes in Missoula, Helena, Bozeman and Kalispell.”  28/295.

1970

Marxist Salvador Allende elected Chile’s president.  21/54.

1970

Anaconda’s profits down to $63,787,000 on Revenues of $977,424,000/ Revenues were down 30% from 1969, reflecting Anaconda’s exclusion of all revenues from its Chuquicamata, El Salvador, and Exotica mines (?). 5/33.

1970

More than 275,000 tons of ore and waste are removed each day (from the Butte open pit operations) at a ratio of about four tons of waste to a ton of ore.  In other words, five tons of material must be removed to recover 10-12 pounds of copper from the low grade ore…To recover approximately $5 worth of Cu, when it is finally processed and sold, the company must drill, blast, load and transport more than 10,000 pounds of ore and waste in the pit.  “The Anaconda Company in Montana,” company pamphlet, c. 1970, P. 6 & 7.

1970

Valuation for tax purposes of Butte-Silver Bow property set at $56 M. MS 1-8-86.

1970

School strikes top news story of year.  School of District 1 closed, a first in history of a town that has seen just about everything in the way of work stoppages.  Affected about 450 teachers and about 9,400 students.  Strike April 10th; Teachers and students back to school April 13th.  On April 26th, 37 full-time and 3 part-time janitors struck; all other employees honored picket lines.  “In retrospect, grievances and settlements loom less important than the public’s realization that “it can happen here.”  1-3-71. P. 17.  First school to strike in Montana’s history.  1-6-74, P. 15.

1970

Butte grocery clerks struck April 23rd, went back to work June 1st; local Northwest Airlines service was cut off about five months by a strike of its clerks throughout the system, ending December 11th; pickets appeared as uptown merchants opened their stores nights and Sundays; protracted litigation centered on the new Woolworth store, picketing occurred over the issue of who should style wigs sold at local stores and whether a house pre-fabricated by non-union labor in Utah could be assembled in Butte.  1-3-71. P. 17.

1970

Controversy continues over relocation of uptown business district.  Relocation on the Flat emerged strongly as the trend, emphasized by such developments as the move of Woolworth’s off the Hill, partial collapse of the Finlen Hotel, business wise, and sale of the old Metals Bank building for back taxes.  Uptown merchants organized and are fighting back. 1-3-71. P. 17.

1970

Ordinance passed on June 2nd primary election to extend zoning to county borders; not bound by the advisory vote, the county board took no action.  Situation at years’ end “remains bifurcated as far as zoning is concerned.” 1-3-71. P. 17

1970

Toward year’s end, Model City board fired medical study team hired for a local survey.  The two-man team from University of Colorado countered charges of contract violation with allegations its finding conformed to fact rather than what some local citizens “wanted to hear.”  1-3-71. P. 17.  Page 69

1970

In March, Model Cities director James Murphy said community can’t function effectively with 3 separate jurisdictions of government.  Walkerville Mayor James R. Shea, implacable foe of consolidation, reacted with sharp criticism of the agency’s spending and other policies.  Murphy was upheld in a stormy March 27th meeting, a measure of reconciliation followed and the Model City agency moved more or less peacefully through the year in its multiple activities aimed at community betterment.  1-3-71. P. 17.

1970

Montana Tech, former School of Mines, received long-sought authority to grant certain liberal arts degrees and toward the end of the year, programs leading to degrees in environmental science.  Its football team carried a Frontier Conference title and an 8-1 record into the November 14th Copper Bowl, 1st of its kind. 1-3-71. P. 17.

1970

Anaconda Company came up with net proceeds of about $15.5 million, fully taxable.  Silver Bow County and School District No. 1 were the beneficiaries, except for a small slice to the City of Butte.  With a mil bringing in more, millages generally were down and most taxpayers got the benefits.  In all, the Anaconda Company paid more than $10.5 million in local taxes in 1970, up more than $3 Million from the previous year.  Termed a “net Proceeds bonanza.”  1-3-71. P. 17.

1970

Industrial park developed south of Butte. 1-3-71. P 17.

1970

Butte Mayor Mike Micone has trouble with meter maids.  1-3-71. P. 17

1970

Anaconda Co. bought school properties on terms favorable to District #1.  1-3-71. P. 17.

1971

Leftist Chilean government seizes Anaconda’s invaluable mines without compensation.  Anaconda declares net loss of $357.3 M. for 1971.  Banker, John B. M. Place, takes over presidency.  To cut costs, closes zinc operations in Great Falls and Anaconda.  28/250.

1971

Constitutional convention—writes constitution among most advanced in country.  28/301.

1971

Strike causes drop loss of mine production taxes.  Butte-Silver Bow valuation set at $43 M, compared to $56 M in 1970.

1971

Strike from 7-1-71 to 9-22-71.  “Any year in which the Anaconda Co. is struck provides Standard news staff members as easy choice for the year’s top story in Butte and environments…as early as April 22nd, the strike began to take shape.  The parties were miles apart in a general bargaining session.  Through May and into June, discussions went on.  The last week in June, strike votes poured in from union after union in Butte, Anaconda, East Helena and Great Falls.  With the picket lines up, rumors ballooned and collapsed.  Miners and electrical workers by early August were ready to accept company offers and return to work, but other craftsmen held out on the “productivity clause.”  Talks broke down until August 21st, when the Mediation and Conciliation Service persuaded the company to reopen talks with the OE and Teamsters unions.  Throughout August and into September, Anaconda employees in other states settled and went back to work.  On September 9th, talks began in Washington, DC between company representatives and a 6-member coordinating committee representing the unions.  Tentative agreement reached September 17th. Ratification came four days later.  As in past strikes, reemployment was slow and it has become apparent that full reemployment on a pre-strike basis in Montana will come gradually if it comes at all.  Butte, as in past strikes, suffered some population loss as strikers and their families found employment elsewhere and decided to stay.  The strike idled 6,100 immediately. (not clear if this # is in MT as a whole or in Butte.) 1-2-72. P. 15.

1971

Butte voters defeat referendum on proposed state sales tax, 6-1.  1-2-72, P. 15. 

1971

Model Cities Program—Butte became one of a limited number of cities in which the Planned Variation Concept went into effect.  In December meeting, Butte City Council approved a contract with the federal government for annual arrangement program.  Director Jim Murphy mentioned probable or possible projects includes study of the uptown bus, district, a $400,000 community facility building for Butte, 100,000 for sidewalk improvements, continuation of the Project Springboard kindergarten program, aid to the City County Planning Board’s long range program and construction of low and middle income housing next spring as planned by the American Legion.  1-2-72, P. 15.

1971

Cabalistic effort to get rid of School Superintendent Charles Davis; principals and vice principals of the district gave the superintendent unanimous vote of confidence; January 30th, trustees and Davis releases a joint statement to the effect the superintendent would remain in his position at lease until July 1972, when he probably would retire.  In mid-March, Standard story revealed that four members of the school board then serving and two who were candidates for trustee positions had relatives employed by the district, in possible violation of the Montana law on nepotism.  1-2-72. P. 15.

1971

Tech football team wind Frontier conference championship for second consecutive year.  1-2-72. P. 15. 

1971

In November, Al Darr, Standard Sunday editor, broke story that county board has sold nine acres of land in vicinity of the airport at $11 and acre without the formalities prescribed by law.  Land in that area has brought as much as $3200 an acre.  County Attorney’s Office investigated and the sale was rescinded.  Chairman Joe Kissock said it was a “mistake.” 1-2-72, P. 15.

1971

County failed to adopt zoning in accordance with a June 1970 voter mandate.  1-2-72, P. 15.

1971

Finlen Hotel continues to have financial difficulties.  1-2-72, P. 15.

1972

Anaconda President Place sells Anaconda’s lumber, including 670,500 acres of Montana forestland, to Champion International for $117 M. 28/250

1972

City of Butte’s assessed valuation rises slightly over $1M over the year through annexation.  Taxable valuation on annexed properties was about $130,000 at the end of 1972, according to Mayor Mike Micone, nearly double the $75,000 increase of land additions through February of 1972.  MS 1/7, 1973, P. 1.

1972

J.C. Penney’s burns on February 28th.  Fire destroyed 11 businesses and $3 M worth of property and furnishings.  It was the costliest holocaust in Butte’s history.  No deaths.  Cause never fixed officially. Started with an explosion in the J.C. Penney building at Park and Dakota Streets.  The 4-story building was demolished along with adjacent structures to the west and east.  Most businesses have relocated.  Destroyed: Penney’s, Golubins Flowers, Smart Shoppe, Fabric Shop, Poley’s Barber Shop, National Fur Shop, Hord’s Jewelry, Hillcrest Hotel, Bronx Bar, Clark Hotel and Cheery Lounge.  Damaged were Miners Bank, Terminal Food Center and Ming’s Café.  12-31-72, P. 13.

1972

Port of Butte created, due to open in January 1973.  85,000 square foot warehouse under construction to handle containerized shipments from Japan.  The port has a working agreement with the Port of Seattle, which will send cargo to Butte for warehousing.  The cargo will be distributed out of Butte to Intermountain and Midwest states as needed.  Containers will be off-loaded in Seattle and shipped to Butte unopened.  They will be opened here and made ready for distribution.  The port is financed through the Local Development Corporation, an offshoot of Model Cities.  A non-profit board of directors oversees the port’s management.  12-31-72, P. 13. 

1972

Future of uptown big issue.  Majority of the several planning studies completed “indicated the obvious—that Butte must move from the Hill.”  The Anaconda Company remained silent until late in the year.  Then came the announcement that the Hill would be mined and that the company believes a move southward would be in the city’s best interest.  But the company has still not suggested a timetable for the move, nor committed itself to specific funding for such a move.  While the move off the Hill is still in the future, it appears to be growing more possible every day—provided the money to move is available and a plan for orderly development drafted.  12-31-72, P. 13.  Recap of decade says that Anaconda announced 18.5 M 5-year investment in Butte at the same time as it was cutting 642 employees from the payroll in Butte and Anaconda.  12-30-79, P. 15. 

1972

Outlook for Anaconda Company brightening after shakeup following Chilean nationalization.  John B. M. Place named president in mid 1971; by 1972, his efforts were beginning to bear fruit.  Chilean investment was written off and Anaconda Stock began to rise. The company’s financial turnaround brought new hope to Butte—the employment picture looked stable and Anaconda was expanding its operations here.  With greater production facilities at the Anaconda Smelter and talk of the eventual opening of the Continental Pit, Butte counts on the continued growth of the Anaconda Company.  12-31-72, P. 13.

1972

Controversy continues between Anaconda Company and the school board over the sale of three schools.  December 1st marked the 2nd anniversary of the $750,000 sale.  Trustees challenged the company and the contract selling Harrison, Grant & Washington Schools.  Short of court action, the contract will stand.  The Anaconda Company is paying for the school on an installment plan and the school board contends it hasn’t sufficient money on hand to build a new elementary school.  It has money for an addition to the McKinley School, but not to take up the slack when Anaconda takes over use of the buildings.  The company says it might need the Harrison Building by next fall.  12-31-72, P. 13.

1972

In mid-January, policemen man a picket line for the first time in Butte’s history.  Off-duty policemen picketed city hall and the city corral.  Dispute settled quickly; police won pay raises.  12-31-72, P. 13.

1972

Butte’s Metro Sewer has many problems: burners malfunctioned early in the year and the plant was almost put out of business; that problem was solved.  Financial problems were acute: one commissioner says the Metro Sewer faces a $98,000 deficit with only half the year gone and that some services may have to be curtailed. 12-31-72, P. 13.

1972

Butte Central repeats as state Class A football champion.  12-31-72, P.13.

1972

Strike at Stauffer.  12-31-72, P. 13.

1972

Butte residents called to testify on alleged gunrunning to Ireland; February, March or April. 12-31-72, P. 13.

1972

Half-block of Anaconda burns.  12-31-72, P. 13.

1972

Urban renewal initiated, rejected and restarted.  12-31-72, P.13. 

1973

New Montana state constitution goes into effect. 28/302

1973

August 3rd, Butte Pioneer Club sponsors a picnic dance, the last major event held at Columbia Gardens Pavilion.  31/27.

1973

November 12th, A fire at Columbia Gardens destroys the arcade and some of the dismantled amusement ride equipment.  31/27 “No evidence of arson was uncovered at the fire scene.  1-6-74, P. 15.

1973

Port of Butte opens, built for $600,000 on land donated by Anaconda (check) 14/94

1973

The Berkeley Pit is now “a mile wide, more than a mile long, and deep enough to swallow the Empire State Building.  More than 1,000 homes have been razed for the pit’s expansion, and the whole operation, including buildings and dumps, covers nearly 20% of Butte.” 14/92

1973

The Medical Arts Building burns at Park and Main; damage is estimated at $2M.  MS 11-17-85.  Approximately 23 businesses and professional offices were forced to relocate.  Paul Holenstein owned the building.  Fire on July 28th.  1-6-74, P. 15.

1973

27-hour wildcat strike ends September 13th (check date; Friday closes to 9/14) and about 1,600 Anaconda Company employees returned to work.  At issue was time and a half pay for Sunday work at the new Continental Pit.  Engineers at the BP are currently paid time and a half for Sunday but the Company says that the Continental Pit is a “continuous operation” so the time and half doesn’t apply.  Court order sent men back to work.  MS 9-14-73.

1973

$22 M plant utilizing a new copper conversion process will be constructed in Anaconda over the next two years.  “It is expected that ground will be broken by spring of 1973 and that the project will be completed by late 1974,” John B. M. Place, Anaconda’s chief executive officer, said in a news release.  The plant, designed to produce 36,000 tons of copper a year, will be integrated with the company’s existing facilities at Anaconda.  Bechtel Corporation has been hired for design engineering’s.  The plant will be the first to use a new hydrometallurgical process to convert copper concentrates into electrolytic copper.  Called the “Arbiter Process,” the method was invented by Anaconda personnel at the company’s metallurgical research department in Tucson.  Place explained that the company ha been working several years to perfect a new process to recover nonferrous minerals by other than conventional pyrometallurgical techniques.  He said several processes have been developed and piloted by the company, but that the Arbiter process had proven far superior to any other.  MS 1-5-73.  Arbiter Plant hailed as “first nonpolluting smelter in copper industry history.”  1-6-74, P. 15.  In recap of decade, says company poured $27 M into building and expanding Arbiter Plant.  Also opened Continental East Pit in Butte in November.  12-30-79, P. 15. 

1973

Continental East Pit begun:  “The full impact of the Continental Pit has not been recognized, but the company predicted employment in Butte will increase.  1-6-74, P. 15.

1973

Mrs. Robert “Evel” Knievel, 2,509 Parrot, was up earlier that any other resident, waiting at the courthouse from about 3 am to get number 1-1- license plate.  1-3-73, P. 1.

1973

About 17,000 area residents were stirred during the year to sign petitions fighting for Interstate 15 construction from Butte to Boulder through Basin.  The State Highway Commission, after months of considering environmental impact statements, voted unanimous approval of the route.  Final approval is pending in Washington, DC.  1-6-74, P. 15. 

1973

Port of Butte opens April 25th. 1-6-74, P. 15.  “First new industry in the Mining City in years.”  85,000 square-foot warehouse. 1-6-74, P. 15.

1973

114 write-in ballots were stolen from the year’s city election.  1-6-74, P. 15.

1973

Butte Central Maroon football players achieved unprecedented three-year dominance of Class A action.  1-6-74, P. 15.

1973

Anaconda Company spent $800.000 to acquire the Holy Saviour Church and other property.  Meaderville, and later McQueen, will eventually be eaten by the Berkeley Pit.  12-30-79, P. 15.

 1974

Anaconda Company announces that it will move from its offices at 25 Broadway in New York, where it has been for over 50 years, to the Time-Life Building in Rockefeller Center.  The new offices represent about 70,000 square-feet compared to about 140,000 in the old building.  A staff of about 200 are affected by the move. MS 11-15-74.

1974

Max Baucus wins West district in House of Representatives in post-Watergate democratic sweep. 28/295.

1974

Anaconda Company settles, for $253 M, its suit with the Chilean government for expropriated Cu. Properties.  15/38.

1974

December:  Anaconda Company announces loss of 700-1000 jobs in Butte.  28/250

1974

The Last of Columbia Gardens dismantles.  31/27.

1974

Montana MHD Energy Research and Development Institute (MERDI) created as a non-profit corporation primarily to research MHD.  1-1-78, P. 11.

1974

Anaconda Company decides to close Butte’s underground mines.  Announcement came on November 5th, within a week; Senator Lee Metcalf had announced Senate hearings on the matter in Washington, DC.  Thus far, the company has laid off about 100 individuals.  Other personnel, especially miners, have left the camp for other mining sites.  The job loss estimate has been up to 500 but observers now believe that figure may be lower.  The company is seeking other jobs for miners and a moratorium has been placed on all new hiring in Butte and Anaconda.  MS 12-29-74, P. 13.

1974

Financial picture looked rosy through 1974 and with 80 cents copper a strike was averted.  But, as prices dropped, hints of massive cutbacks grew.  MS 12-30-79, P. 15.

1974

Governor’s Blue Ribbon Commission on Higher Education decided to leave Montana Tech at its present status.  Commission staff recommended Tech be downgraded to a Junior. College and Western Montana College in Dillon be closed.  Normal political opponents in the two communities joined forces, attacked the credibility of the staff’s report and convinced the Blue Ribbon panel to retain the two schools.  The fight is believed to have weakened Democrat Governor Tom Judge’s Butte support base.  In spite of advice to the contrary from Senator Mike Mansfield, Judge remained silent on the Tech issue until after the commission voted.  MS 12-29-74, P. 13.

1974

In the state’s workmen’s compensation scandal, former Butte Mayor Tom Powers is charged with bribery, offering false evidence and preparing false evidence.  Powers, who has been suspended from his post as personnel director at Warm Springs State Hospital, allegedly took $1,600 in bribes from state Senator John “Luke” McKeon of Anaconda to provide information about workmen’s compensation matters.  (McKeon pleaded guilty to four felony counts and was sentenced to two years in prison, served two months and was released on parole. He pleaded guilty to offering false evidence, obtaining money under false pretenses, grand larceny and forgery.  He has agreed to make restitution of $95,865).  MS 12-29-74, P. 13. 

1974

Robert “Evel” Knievel attempted to jump the Snake River Canyon in Twin Falls, Idaho, September 8th.  Evel’s July 4th Parade appearance in Butte drew 70,000 persons to the event.  He was unsuccessful; billed as a $6M jump.  Knievel’s Sky Cycle, hardly more than a large soup can, malfunctioned and sent Evel crashing down the side of the canyon wall.  He lived.  MS 12-29-74, P. 13.

1974

Uptown Butte’s demise was hastened again during 1974 with another fire in the CBD.  The Park Street blaze, which also damaged buildings on Galena Street, estimated $1M damage.  Wiped out were the Diana Shop, Gamer’s Shoes, Gene’s Woman’s store, and storage facilities for Copper City Chevrolet. Marsh’s Jewelry was damaged but reopened at its same location.  Longtime residents of the Pennsylvania Block were evacuated during the fire and the building remains empty for living purposes.  MS 12-29-74, P. 13.

1974

On November 2nd, Senator Mansfield announced initial stages of research in MHD would bring $5 M grant to Montana Tech and MSU.  Butte research estimated to be worth about 80M ultimately.  MS 12-29-74, P. 13.

1974

Incumbents County Commissioner Lucille O’Leary, County Attorney Larry Stimatz and Sheriff Ken Cunningham were defeated by Bill Kennedy, Gary Winston and Pat Hagel in the June primary.   Primary results showed Representative Jerry Lombardi defeating Representative Bob Harper by two votes for the District 88 House of Representatives seat.  Harper sued alleging unfair campaign practices.  District Judge Frank E. Blair of Virginia City agreed, stripped Lombardi of the victory and made him pay Harper $2,000.  Harper went on to sweep over a write-in candidate in the general election to retain his seat.  MS 12-29-74, P. 13.

1974

Four boys killed from dynamite explosions.  Mark Shoely 15 of Silver Bow and Anton James Molek, 16, of Buxton, were killed about six miles east of Nissler Junction October 6th when they apparently fired into stored dynamite while attempting to shoot a lock from an abandoned root cellar.  Jerry Napier, 16 and Steven Jensen, 18 both of Butte, died November 18th near Wisdom when they apparently fired into dynamite stored in the attic of a cabin in which they were staying.  MS 12-29-74, P. 13.  

1974

The price of copper was up, and Anaconda Company was willing to grant substantial wage increases and when the company and the unions sat to bargain, the first of the copper industry agreements was reached.  MS 12-29-74, P. 13

1974

Grocery Clerks struck the major chain stores for one day and butchers at the major outlets struck for nearly two weeks in October.  July and part of August saw a number of uptown stores closed by a retail clerks’ strike.  MS 12-29-74, P. 13.

1974

March 18th, Cooney warehouse fire; damage at $200,000.  MS 12-29-74, P. 13.

1974

June 30, 1974, final Mass celebrated in Holy Saviour Church in McQueen.  Parish created in April 1902.  Purchased December 1973 by Anaconda Company.  School later used as a mining research building; rectory moved and is now in use as the Holy Spirit Rectory; church buried with rock from an encroaching leach dump from the Berkeley Pit.  MS 9-28-81, NFA.

1975

Company announced reduction of about 1,000 from 3,200 work forces in Butte including about 520 operations people.  The Berkeley Pit will continue at full production with 3 shifts 7 days a week.  Anaconda force will be cut by 500.  Weed said that t year ago the hourly labor cost with fringe benefits in Montana was $6.94 an hour; today it averaged $8.23, an increase of 18% and it is expected to increase about 40% from last July to July 1977 when the current contract expires.  MS 2-29-75.

1975

Butte gets $150,000 in fed funds to hire 50 workers—to help take up the slack from ACM layoffs.  Workers will be involved primarily with tree pruning and park cleanup.  3-13-75.

1975 

Wildcat strike called by members of the crafts unions idles 2,500 ACM workers in Butte.  Many union leaders knew nothing of the strike; at issue was the 7 days on, 2 days off workweek for boilermakers.  Strike may be good example of lack of communication among unions and even within them.  See notes from MS articles 4-23-75 and 4-24-75, in union clip file.

1975

87 men are laid off in Butte, part of a plan announced February 19th to cut Butte Hill force by 1,000 this year.  Another 500 will be cut in Anaconda.  MS 6-5-75.

1975

Effective July 16, 1929 jobs will be terminated at Anaconda Aluminum County in Columbia Falls.  MS 6-19-75.

1975

Anaconda announces decrease of 1,500 more jobs.  Totaled nearly 1/3 of Anaconda’s Montana payroll—phasing out underground mines, old ore concentrator and foundry at Anaconda, and Continental-East Pit at Butte.  28/150

1975

Binding arbitration wins Anaconda a substantial portion of the $159 M. it claimed from the Overseas Private Investment Corporation.  15/38

1975

Anaconda President B.M. Place buys Walworth Company for $40 M. Place hopes that by purchasing a major competitor of steel and valve manufacturer Crane, run by Thomas Mellon Evans, he can thwart Evan’s takeover bid.  15/38

1975

Anaconda loses $29.5 M. on $793.3 M. sales in first 9 months of the year due to worst slump in years in Cu and Aluminum markets.  15/38

1975

Anaconda loses $39.8 M. on $1.1 B. for whole year.  ARCO has net income of $350 M. on sales of $7.8B.  7/133.

1975

Business Week reports rumor than Anaconda might return to Chile in the near future.  15/40.

1975

Anaconda president of copper operations, Robert C. Week, takes early retirement.  Rumor is that is because Place didn’t like the steep-walled mine design which made production less efficient.  15/38.

1975

Butte-Silver Bow property valued at $64 M. for tax purposes.  MS 1-8-86.

1975

Arbiter Plant closed in July because of mechanical problems, throwing 158 persons out of work.  Reopening schedule to begin next July; it will be gradual and will take several months.  Anaconda Company lays off about 1,500 men in Butte, Anaconda and Great Falls with closing of underground mines (not sure what month). 1-1-76, P. 1.  Arbiter Plant was permanently closed in 1977.  12-30-79, P. 15. 

1975

AZ’s copper industry production down 57% from ’74; over 3,000 miners laid off in 1975.  1-1-76, P. 1.

1975

By end of year, Anaconda on auction block.  The Continental East open pit operations was shut down.  12-30-79, P. 15.  1976.

1976

October 1976.  The FTC challenges ARCO/Anaconda merger because 1) both company’s have uranium mining operations) most analysts think this problem could be worked out) and 2) FTC claims that merger would lessen company in cu mining and refining, even though ARCO has no cu operation.  It has been looking for one, and “the merger would eliminate ARCO as an important potential competitor.”  “Potential entry” argument has precedents; challenge serious enough that Anaconda stock, trading as high as 30 ½, plunges to 26, and then creeps lower.  18/78.

1976

U.S. Department of Labor initiates investigation to see whether 1,000 workers from the Anaconda Company in Butte are eligible for trade adjustment assistance.  “The trade act provides that workers who believe they have been or will become unemployed due to increased imports may petition the Secretary of Labor for certification of eligibility to apply for adjustment assistance.”  Under the Trade Act of 1974.  MS 1-24-76.

1976

By nearly 2 to 1 margin, Silver Bow County voters decided November 2nd to unify county and city of Butte Governments.  Third time this Century unification before voters; previous attempts failed.  With retention of most elected offices and creation of a 12-member council of commissioners and an elected chief executive as suggested by the local government study commissioners, voters approved the measure.  Primary election will be February 8, 1977 and general election is April 5th.  Candidate filings have been heavy, although almost exclusively Democratic.  January 2, 1977, P. 1.

1976

Silver Bow County Commissioners Ed DeGeorge, Bill Kenneday and Earl “Si” Holman tried, convicted and removed from office for official misconduct in failing to call for bids on a road construction contract last year.  Butte District Judges James Freebourn and Arnold Olsen took control of county government from the time the trio was ousted October 4th, until three new commissioners—Pat Kenney, Milt Popovich and Patsy Johnston were named November 23rd.  The conviction is being appealed.  January 2, 1977, P. 1.

1976

A serious attempt made to relocate the decaying uptown central business district.  Disagreement about where to relocate the business district with some present uptown interests favoring the Stodden Park area, caused the city council to kill further consideration of the proposed $50 M. project.  An offer of $13M in cash and in-kind contributions from the Anaconda Company went by the wayside.  January 1, 1977, P.1.

1976

With Congressional approval of $20 M for Butte’s MHD plant in April, some doubts about the proposed $80 M. program were lifted.  Support from Senator Mike Mansfield, the rest of the Montana congressional delegation and former Chicago Mayor Richard Daly is credited by MHD watchers as the reason for the funding. Construction of the facility is under way.  January 2, 1977, P. 1.

1976

June 6th hailstorm, with golf ball sized hail, caused an estimated $6 M. damage.  A small tornado touched down on the East Ridge the same day, causing minor damage.  January 2, 1977, P. 1.

1976

Voters rejected set of $4,263,011 mil levies twice, approved $3,800,938 mil levies.  Budget tightening resulted in the reduction of more than 30 teaching position, with all but five taken care of through attrition.  Also cut were 28 other district employees, partially taken care of through attrition.  January 2, 1977. P. 1. 
1976

Nation celebrates bi-centennial; Butte celebrates centennial.  4th of July parade and picnic co-sponsored by Roberts Rocky Mountain Equipment Co. January 2, 1977, P. 1.

1976

Lots of constant courthouse bickering.  Largest conflict battle for control of the road department, in which the county commissioners scored a pyrrhic victory when Surveyor John Sheehan was forced to resign in March after overspending his budget.  Criticism showered the commissioners’ handling of revenue sharing funds, union contract negotiations, budgeting decision and management of the Civic Center and Silver Bow General Hospital.  The road department conflict and a move to contract for road construction behind Sheehan’s back returned to haunt the commissioners in September when the same contracts caused their criminal conviction and removal. Ironically, Sheehan was appointed to his former job shortly after the new commissioners took office.  January 2, 1977, P. 1. 

1976

County’s taxable valuation dropped 26% to $47 M from $63.9 M, because the Anaconda Co. showed no profit in 1975 and was assessed no net proceeds tax in 1976.  County budgets were trimmed, and the results of those budget cuts have not become apparent at the mid-year point in the county’s fiscal year.  The final result of the valuation loss could be layoffs and decreased services as the winter snow plowing and spring paving seasons approach.  January 2, 1977, P. 1.

1976

Infusion of ARCO capital has started to improve situation from 1975.  12-30-79, P. 15.

1977

100 laid off Berkeley Pit effective January 31, in addition to the 39 laid off last December.  In addition, the pit will be cut from 7-6 days per week, with no work on Sunday.  The present workforce is about 1950; layoff will bring it to 1850.  Workforce in Anaconda is about 1300, with 150 at the Arbiter plant.  MS 1-12-77.

1977

ARCO published the 2nd edition of its social responsibility audit called Participation II, assessing the Co’s. Benefits to society.  MS 8-28-77.

1977

Strike idles about 4,000 in Butte, Anaconda, and Great Falls.  MS 7-9-77.  Strike is called against PD, Anaconda, and 7 other major producers; about 28,000 miners walked off.  MS 7-28-77.

1977

26-day-old strike against Anaconda ended after the Company and the Coordinated Bargaining Committee reached a tentative agreement for a 3-year contract.  The contract is subject to ratification by 3500 copper workers in Anaconda, Butte, Great Falls and Nevada.  The strike began July 1st, and was called by the Non Ferrous Industry Conference (check proper name) over the objections of ACM union members.  Apparently nobody in Butte wanted the strike.  MS 7-27-77 (strike ended 7-26).

1977

July 1st, about 4000 Anaconda workers in Butte, Great Falls and Anaconda go out on strike.  There has been a copper strike every bargaining year since 1961.  MS 6-26-77.  About 2,000 in Butte and Anaconda are affected.  MS 7-2-77.  About 45,000 copper workers are affected nationwide (check).  MS 7-1-77.  Initial strike settlement by 7-11-74, before Phelps Dodge, Magma and the other copper giants settled.  Settlement is said to be a wage increase of approximately 19% over three years, 86.5 c. an hour for an average hourly rate just under $4.01 per hour.  Also, increases in health, welfare, and pension plans included, as well as a dental plan granted.  (Check these benefits; not an official announcement).  MS 7-11-74 strike officially ends 7-26-77.  MS 7-27-77.  ACM says that settlement is for approximately $1.04 hour increase in wages and benefits over 3 years.

1977

Nearly 1/3 of Arizona’s nearly 23,000 workers, approximately 7,000 laid off due to decreasing production caused by continuing worldwide slump in copper markets.  MS 8-31-77.

1977

Unhappy wives of striking miners claim they are organizing against the union to demand an informational meeting.  They call themselves WHY and want to stay anonymous because they fear union retaliation against their husbands.  MS 7-21-77.   Erin Lapham later serves as spokeswoman for the group.  7-14-77.

1977

Average hourly wage is $4.50 in the copper industry; average hourly pay in aluminum and steel industries is about $1.50 higher.  MS 7-14-74.

1977

Strike drops Butte-Silver Bow property valuation to $47 M (from 64 M year before) MS 1-8-86. (Check year referred to; probably not 1977).

1977

ARCO takes over Anaconda for $684 M. 20-135.

1977

Butte-Silver Bow property valued at $52 M for tax purposes.  Levels off at this point until 1982 when Anaconda Minerals begins shutting down its operations.  MS 1-8-86.

1977

City of Butte and Silver Bow County consolidated.  Self-government charter resoundingly approved in November, 1976; Butte-Silver Bow “embarked on maiden voyage’ May 2.  Mike Micone is Chief Executive; brought along key officers from his former city crew.  Micone had “squeaked past” former county clerk Bill Driscoll by 464 votes in February primary, then beat Earl “Si” Holman 5-1 in April.  1-1-78, P. 11.  Local, executives, legislative and judicial branches “bumping heads regularly in precedent-setting efforts to establish their own powers” include:  Sheriff Pat Hagel order new uniforms without seeking competitive bids; issue revolved as commissioners could legally act to stop him; sheriff threatened to resign in ensuing debate; conflict remains unresolved at start of 1978 with some officers in “acting” ranks for which they are not paid.  Stray dogs provide an issue; “residents became used to dog wardens collaring unleashed neighborhood canines.  Attempts by Micone and council to reorganize duties of elected officials under appointed department heads were met with stiff resistance.  Faced with allegations of an executive “power-grab”, the proposals were set aside temporarily while reformers settled for relatively minor changes in claim-processing procedures.  A budget was approved that equalized property taxes in city and county areas.  Micone and public works chief Don Peoples labored to fulfill campaign promises of increased services for suburban and rural areas.  Employees of the former city and county learned to work together in the courthouse, sheriff’s office and public works department, and worked toward solving problems of unequal pay and dual union representation.  Federal grants continued to be applied as vital community band-aids, extending for the first time to such large scale former county problems as the deteriorating Civic Center, equipment maintenance shops that become an eyesore and sewers in neglected neighborhoods.  1-1-78, P. 11. 

1977

1 ton mined in Berkeley Pit yields 3.25 lbs. Of copper for market.  “Montana Copper:  Anaconda, pamphlet,” nd, c. 1977.

1977

Anaconda Company appeals taxes in middle of new government first fiscal year, jeopardizing some $1.4 million in taxes.  That potentially crippling loss of revenue may extend into a lengthy court test of the state’s new gross proceeds mine tax laws.  1-1-78, P. 11.

1977

In July, Montana Supreme Court upholds the official misconduct convictions of Earl “Si” Holman, Ed DeGeorge and Bill Kennedy for illegal manipulation of a 1975 road construction contract.  Holman was soundly defeated by Micone in Chief Executive election.  1-1-78. P. 11.

1977

Special committee decided tentatively that uptown Butte should be redeveloped, regardless of future mining plans by Anaconda Co.  Final decision will be made by spring of 1979, depending on what uptown parking, architectural, land use and absentee landlord studies say.  Based on these reports, committee will decide whether to seek federal funds as match money for developers pledging to revitalize the 64 acres district being threatened by Anaconda’s Berkeley Pit.  Anaconda say the uptown has millions of tons of low-grade copper ore it might want to mine, but has not said when.  The community will have to wait another decade until the Company decides whether it can afford to mine the uptown…Berkeley Pit ore will not be played out for 20 years, the Company says and a dome-shaped deposit beneath the pit must be mined before uptown ore is eyed.  Mining the dome will take 20-25 years, Company says.  Anaconda discouraged renovation, saying it could not afford to buy the uptown if redeveloped.  Anaconda offered $11 M for the district under a plan for systematic relocation.  After the plan was aborted the offer was not renewed… Committee members questioned whether Anaconda will allow Butte to deteriorate further, hoping the price of copper will increase by 1.5 c a Lb. (??? check source) in the half century it will be ready to mine the district.  “Either tear it down or fix it up and make a decent town out of it, “Uptown property owner John Bender urged Anaconda…Financing renovation will be difficult, but not impossible, Butte bankers say.  1-1-78, P. 11. 

1977
Poor copper market kept Butte’s mining employment low.  In July, copper prices fell to 65 cents from 71 cents a pound, the first such price drop in memory during a strike.  Nationally, about 10,000 company workers were laid off, a multimillion-pound surplus of copper remains static, and imported copper claims about 25% of the U.S. Market.  Congress is considering development of a copper stockpile to relieve conditions.  1-1-78, P. 11. 

1977

Teachers walk out on May 13.  Suit brought by Butte parent ends with Judge Olsen ordering teachers back to work.  On August 9th, the two sides agree on an 8:20 to 3:20 teacher day.  Teachers also received a 5.5% salary increase, reassigning starting salary to about $11,300, and a $25 per month per teacher insurance hike.  1-1-78, P. 11.

1977

Butcher strike in November all but closes down Butte chain grocery stores.  Few shoppers crossed the picket lines, but instead swamped the independent grocery stores not closed by the strike.  Exactly a week after the November 11 strike started, the stores re-opened.  Butchers approved a contract that extended meat sales 9 from 7 pm.  Monday through Saturday and also agreed to meat sales on Sundays, if the stores ever open on Sundays.  Meat cutters get $1.75 per hour in the next three years.  Salary in old contract was $7.04 per hour.  1-1-78, P. 11. 

1977

MHD Component Development and Integration Facility is being built by government subcontractors 6 miles south of town for completion in 1979.  MERDI is expected to operate the federally owned facility to develop MHD system components.  The institute employs about 150 persons.  Director Jerry Plunket predicts his staff will double by next October to handle the $20 M in research contracts he expects.  Plunkett’s brainchildren, NCAT and Center for Innovation (CFI) have pumped money into Butte.  NCAT has $3 M budget from Federal Community Services Administration.  CFI has attracted more than $1M in grants.  More than 2.4 M has been spent on building Community Development Int. Fac. $1.3 M directly  injected into the Butte economy.  Butte firms Dugdale Construction, Taylor-McDonnell Construction Co. and Walsh Engineering hired 855 persons, 50 of them craft workers, on a payroll of $400,000 since April 1977 when work began.  During 1978, 125 local craft workers will be hired.  Total CDIF cost is pegged at $32M, 22 M set aside for construction and $5 M for labor.  1-1-78, P. 11

1977

Copper prices inch up from 1976.  12-30-79, P. 15.

1978

Kelley Mine opened.  All other underground mines closed in 1975.  MS 1-3-82.

1978

Chief Executive Mike Micone announces December 11th he would end his 10 years at the helm of Butte’s Government to take a job with the state in Helena.  His resignation probably can’t be attributed to any single factor, and he contends he has accomplished what he set out to do with the unified government.  MS 12-31-78.

1978

Don Peoples appointed Chief Executive after Mike Micone resigned to take state job.  Appointed December 27th; will take post January 15th.  $26,000 year per job.  In his prepared statement during interview with council he identified major problems:  said he would begin immediately to develop zero-based budgeting system for fiscal 1978-79—“The vicious inflationary scenario must be dealt with in Butte, Montana, as well as Helena or Washington D.C.  The cost of government must be controlled; Butte-Silver Bow must be reestablished as the trade center of southwestern Montana; New spirit of cooperation is needed among all elements of Butte-Silver Bow government.”  Peoples had spent 14 years in government up to that point.  MS 12-28-78.

1978

The 36 Butte-Silver Bow paid firefighters walked off their jobs September 17th, set up picket lines and shut down most local government functions.  During the 11-day strike, the homes of Chief Executive Micone, Deputy County Attorney Bob McCarthy and Budget Director Larry McGinley were vandalized.  Micone withdrew from negotiations and called in Silver Bow General Hospital Administrator Jim Murphy to lead the government negotiation team. No arrests have been made in connection with the incidents.  State’s first strike by paid firemen.  Strike provided the final motivation for Sheriff Pat Hagel to turn in his badge.  Beset with the union hassles, a lack of relationship with the law enforcement commission, hassles with the council of commissioners and personal problems, he resigned in November effective December 31st.  MS 12-31-78, P. 1.

1978

About 80 courthouse and Silver Bow General clerical workers, who are members of the Montana Public Employees Association (MPEA) walked off their jobs March 1st and idled about 300 government workers.  That strike lasted three days before a new contract was signed.  MS 12-31-78, P. 1.

1978

Butte-Silver Bow machinists and Silver Bow General Licensed Practical Nurses struck for one day July 11th.  The LPN’s did not succeed in shutting down the hospital.  Machinists halted construction and maintenance functions.  Contracts signed in both cases. MS 12-31-78, P. 1. 

1978

Stagehands Union picketed the Butte Civic Center November 29-30th, but did not shut down construction and other functions at the center.  Talks are under way at years end.  MS 12-31-78, P.1

1978

Micone, council of commissioners and former Silver Bow County officeholders continued three-way struggle through 1978.  Micone wanted, to streamline government two basic changes:  He wanted the budget director’s office to have control of claim processing (bill paying) functions; secondly, he wanted executive control over the numbers of individuals designated as deputies to office holders.  Mid year, council went along with him, passed local government Ordinances 60 and 61.  But officeholders fought back, gathered barely enough signatures to put it on November ballots.  Citizens groups composed mainly of individuals who supported the original unification formed political group to support Micone and the ordinances.  Officeholders, including the auditor, clerk, and recorder, treasurers, clerk of court, superintendent of schools and coroner presented a united, but futile front.  Voters approved the ordinances.  MS 12-31-78, p. 1-7.

1978

The Silver Bow Block and Intermountain Building and more modern Professional Building on 1st block of West Granite Street burned October 21st.  Overheated wiring in the Mother Lode Restaurant in the Intermountain Building considered the most probable cause.  All three structures were demolished.  Offices of Safeway, Poore, Roth, Robischon and Robinson law firm and Armed Forces Entrance and examining Station, as well s numerous smaller offices, have relocated, most away from the uptown.  The law firm bought Evel Knievel’s corporate headquarters on Harrison Avenue.  Initial fire damage estimates were $2 M.  MS 12-31-78, P. 7.

1978

Unsolved arson blamer for August 7th fire that destroyed the Diana Shops, 29 West Park.  Uptown fires prompt Chief executive Micone to direct staff to more strictly enforce fire and building codes. MS 12-31-78, P. 7. 

1978

Hopes for large-scale renovation of uptown Butte and CBD continue in 1978, but some setbacks: A $1M grant-loan public works program was developed and funded for an area surrounding St. James Community Hospital, and the Butte commissioners approved a $1 M uptown parking program and named a parking commission to oversee the planned special improvement district.  But, the uptown fires have thrown the parking question open again.  Plans are in the works for a Great Falls developer to obtain and renovated the Leggat Hotel for subsidized housing units, and architects Daniel Cook and Associates are concerning renovation of the Prudential Towers building and other uptown properties, and it razed the unsightly Dorothy Block.  Montana Power Co. put more improvements into the Energy Building at Main and Granite and took over the old Film Exchange Building on Granite for office space and continued work on the old Ranchhouse Bar on Broadway.  Butte-Silver Bow Housing Authority has been granted more than $1 M to develop housing units. The Anaconda Company has announced it is getting out of the housing business and selling its properties to legitimate developers.  The housing authority might get some of Anaconda's units to renovate.  Four B's announced it will renovate the Old Murray Motors building at Colorado and Galena into a Black Angus Restaurant for a new uptown venture.  MS 12-31-78, p.7

1978

Clara "Jean" Jetru Sorenson, 71, is free on $50,000 bond on charges she murdered Army Private Gerald Lojeski, 20, of Racine, Wisconsin and wounded Samuel R. Pernell, 22 of Philadelphia November 9th.  Initial police reports say the two men had been involved in a disturbance at the Union Bus Depot earlier in the evening.  Then, they went to Sorenson's Stockmen's Bar, and she refused them service.  Some police reports say she refused to serve Pernell because he is black.  Her attorney, Maurice Hennessey, says the incident was not racially motivated.  MS 1-1-1979, P. 1.

1978

In May State Department of Health and Environmental Sciences researchers discovered high radiation levels in Butte.  Study showed slag produced by Stauffer Chemical Company's plant west of Butte has higher than normal radiation levels.  The slag was used by Montana Concrete Industries during the 1950's for housing, school, hospital and commercial construction in southwest Montana.  Montana Standard staffers visited the concrete industries old location and found sales records which were turned over to Larry Lloyd of the state.  A $78,000 study was launched to determine if the radon gas emitted from the building blocks is a human health hazard.  MS 1-1-79, P. 1.

1978

Most of Butte housing construction during 1978 was on the South Side, and most commercial development continued along Harrison Avenue.  Butte Plaza completed the first phase of a multi-million-dollar renovation and announced plans for construction of about 50 more stores and shops.  Developers Diversified of Cleveland announced plans for a new shopping center at Continental Drive and the Four Mile Road.  The War Bonnet Inn and the Ramada Inn both announced major renovations to begin in 1979, and a large parcel of ground on Harrison Avenue was sold to a firm for Motel Six, although building plans haven't been announced.  A new Post Office is scheduled for Dewey Boulevard and Dwyer Construction has opened its new build on Dewey.  New sewers are nearing completion in the Dewey Street area.  The 

new government shops are under construction behind the Civic Center, which underwent a $1 M renovation itself this year.  Park development continued at Stodden Park and the Whittier School and Clark 

Park renovations were completed.  MS 1-1-79, P. 1.

1978

Zoning was a top priority item of the Butte-Silver Bow council of commissioners.  It took 15 months before a zoning ordinance for the urban Butte area was enacted in September.  With uptown renovation a government priority, an initial suggestion was to limit most commercial zoning to the uptown area to encourage renovation and investment.  But, a howl went up from landowners and business people along the Harrison Avenue--especially south of Elizabeth Warren.  "Strip zoning" along Harrison was decried by Chief Executive Micone and Public Works Director Don Peoples.  Mobile home placement, initially, was to be severely restricted until a loosely knit group of mobile home dealers and residents of mobile homes banded together and threatened lawsuits against the zoning ordinance and the master plan upon which the proposed zoning was based.  The suits never materialized.  Realtors battled for expanded commercial zoning on Harrison, for mixes of multi-family residential units into single-family residential areas and for commercial zoning around interstate highway interchanges.  Planners hoped to have a zoning ordinance before Spring.  The zoning plan went to the council of commissioners in February. In April, the planning board reaffirmed its desire to restrict mobile homes to designated parks.  The council designated the land at the Four Mile and Continental Drive commercial.  Other Harrison Avenue zoning was extended.  The controversy quieted until August, when a final zoning plan was adopted.  MS 1-1-79, P. 12

1978

With Copper near $1 a pound, worker recalls continue; a stabilizing year for the company; hiring began for gradual reopening of the underground block-cave test mining in the Kelley.  Company officials say the Berkeley Pit is expected to expand eastward until about 1990, when if current projections are correct, underground mining will resume with block-cave operations.  12-30-1979, P. 15.

1979

$30 Million test program begins at Kelley. MS 1-3-82.

1979

Unusually high radiation levels found in May 1978 continue to be investigated.  Building blocks used in home construction in the 1950's are eliminated as source.  Then attention turned to crushed slag from Stauffer Chemical used in street paving.  But, researchers couldn't attribute all the radiation to paving.  The problem turned to possible radon emissions from fractures and fissures in the ground into certain homes.  Because of possible radon contamination, the federal department of HUD imposed a housing loan moratorium on Butte and Anaconda.  The moratorium means that before a house can qualify for federal mortgage loans, it must be tested and show radon working levels of less than 0.02--the EPA's minimum allowable level.  No loans have been refused because of radiation problems.  1-6-1980, P. 15.

1979

Denny Driscoll Boys Home in Butte and Will and Daisy Braiser Boys Ranch in Whitehall have licenses revoked.  SRS charged Rev. J.F. Finnegan, home and ranch director, and unnamed members of the homes' board of directors with violating eight state childcare standards.  Charges include homosexuality, aggravated assault, assault, intimidation, theft, endangering the welfare of children, cruel and unusual punishments, civil rights violations and administrative misfeasance and malfeasance.  Finnegan resigned.  1-6-1980, P. 15.

1979

Butte and all other major Montana Cities lose passenger train service (Amtrak).  That loss, plus the continuing saga of the Milwaukee Road's bankruptcy and Western Airlines' threatened cessation of Butte's north-south air service, affected transportation outlook in Butte.  In the final analysis, Western opted to retain Butte flights and cut out Helena.  1-6-1980, P. 15.

1979

Hennessy's closure announced.  Hennessy's will close February 1, 1980. It has operated at Granite and Main for 93 years.  The closure was announced in July by Ray Klein of Billings, president of Montana's Hennessy stores.  Klein cited years of red ink at the Butte store, problems with uptown parking and the continuing trend of retail activity away from the city center as reasons for the closure.  At the time of the announcement, Hennessy's employed 100 persons with an annual payroll of $1M which will be lost to the community.  Hennessy's decision not to renew its lease on the building came as a surprise to the landlord, the Anaconda Company, which was remodeling upper floors for its own use.  The company subsequently announced its renovation will be expanded to include remodeling of the lower floors for office space.  1-6-1980, P. 15

1979

January 15th, Don Peoples sworn in to replace Mike Micone.  Since assuming office, Peoples has concentrated on uptown development, pushed creation of an urban renewal agency to aid that renovation, cast the deciding vote to turn management of Silver Bow General Hospital over to a management firm and successfully pushed for contracting garbage hauling to a private firm.  On January 2nd, Micone swore in former City of Butte Police Chief Larry Connors as Butte-Silver Bow Sheriff.  Connors was called out of retirement to fill the unexpired term of Sheriff Pat Hagel.  Hagel resigned January 1st after his officers honored firemen's picket lines in September 1978 and refused to obey a court order to return to work.  When Larry McGinley resigned as Butte-Silver Bow budget director, Joe Wolf, who had been forced to resign as Anaconda Deer Lodge County manager, was named to replace him.  He has applied for other jobs since taking this one.  1-6-1980, P. 15.

1979

With copper prices climbing to the $1 a pound level and infusion of about $30 M in ARCO development funds, the Anaconda Copper Company announced the Kelley experiment.  While no ore production is expected until late 1980 from the block-cave plan, the recall of a number of underground miners marked a major turnaround in Butte's mining.  Butte's underground mines were closed in 1975 and 1500 workers laid off.  The Kelley remained the only working shaft on the Hill, but the mine was producing only minimal amounts of ore.  Most of that production came from the driving of drifts south to the Belmont and east underneath the Berkeley Pit in ARCO's attempt to define Butte's ore extraction.

1979

On April 7th, 1879, citizens of Butte officially enacted the City of Butte charter, which remained intact until May 5, 1977 when Butte-Silver Bow government took over.  Celebration of centennial at courthouse and Civic Center drew thousands.  Artists and craftsmen painted a mural depicting the city's heritage on a West Park Street wall; ethnic foods fair at the Civic Center drew thousands more than expected; fall history fair culminated the centennial.  Historic American Engineering Record sent a team to Butte to study mining camp buildings and it left behind detailed plans for saving many landmarks.  Concerted efforts by Montana Power, the Anaconda Copper Company, Dr. David Vainio, the 4 B's, Courthouse Grocery and a number of residents in the St. James Community Hospital area have resulted in a number of renovation and reconstruction projects in Butte.  1-6-1980, P. 15

1979

Jean Sorenson, 71, is free on $50,000 bond while her conviction on charges of deliberated homicide and aggregated assault is appealed to the Montana Supreme Court.  1-6-1980, P. 15.

Butte Chronology, 1980's

1980

With depressed demand in auto and housing, and a 5-month strike by copper workers, Anaconda reports a loss of $38 M on sales of $473 M, 2% of ARCO's total sales of $24.1 B.  20/134

1980

6-21-80:  Five-day wildcat strike, called by Butte Miners Union, ends.  At issue were safety violations in the Kelley mine and problems with the grievance procedure.  About 200 members set up picket lines; the strike idled about 1000 others.  MS 6-23-80.  Article on BMU safety questions MS 10-14-1980.

1980

7-1-80:  Anaconda workers go out on nation-wide copper strike n.d. Strike affects about 39,000 copper workers nation wide; 1,250 in Butte; 2500 in Montana as a whole.  MS 7-15-80.  Anaconda workers in Butte and Anaconda are estimated to lose $122,423 in wages each day of the strike.  8-26-80.  Striking workers are 7.6% of Butte's workforce.  (For rundown of rest of Butte workforce, see are of the same date, page 2 of handwritten notes) 7-10-80.  Butte-Silver Bow loses $44,000 in gross proceeds tax for fiscal 1982 for every month of the strike.  Gross proceeds is a tax Butte-Silver Bow collects for the amount of copper removed from pit.  Last year, Butte collected $1.8M. 8-20-80.

1980

WHY, a group of striking miners' wives, re-forms to question union leadership about the strike.

1980

8-31: Kennecott settles workers will average $14.20/hr in the 3rd and final years of the new contract, assuming 11% average inflation.  Made $10.23 under old contract.  MS 8-30-1980

1980

Smelter closes September 29th.  Ralph Cox, executive Vice President of Atlantic Richfield and President of Anaconda Copper Company, in a letter to the Montana Congressional delegation, says that Anaconda Copper is higher in arsenic than other U.S. Copper ores.  Since 1972, his company has spent about $65 M at the smelter and refinery to comply with state and federal air quality regulations and an additional $15 M in the last two years for an engineering study to study the options for correct compliance.  Included in those options:  1) spending $300  to $400 M to retrofit the current smelter, 2) handling only Butte ores, which would cost $200 M for modifications, 3) Build a new small smelter in Montana, cost $380 M, 4) toll ores elsewhere for smelting.

1980

9/5:  Anaconda Copper Company announces that there may be a loss in jobs in Montana operations after the strike ends through normal attrition such as retirement.  MS 9-5-80

1980

10/30:  4900 Magma Copper Company employees called back.  Kennecott, P.D., Duval Corporation and Anamax had all settled previously.  MS 10-31-80.

11-13-80:  Anaconda only copper company still on strike; several union, including the Butte Miner's Union (represented by the Steelworkers) haven't ratified local issues; the BMU is fighting lengthy suspension of 15 miners who staged a wildcat strike in June.

1980

Anyone with 30 years service  at the Smelter is eligible for accelerated pension benefits regardless of age; workers under 55 whose age plus years of service equal 80 qualify; workers who are 55 and older whose age plus years of service equal 70 qualify.  MS 11-25-80.

1980

11-22--end of 154 day copper strike for Anaconda.  The new contract will expire June 30, 1983.  Anaconda follows industry-wide patterns--30% increase in wages over three years.  At the beginning of the strike, wages averaged $10.23.  That will be increased to $11.25 retroactive to July 1.  Will increase $1.02 in 1981 and $1.02 in 1982 to total $13.29.  Since the strike began, Butte miners have lost an estimated $11.2 M in wages though that number doesn't count money paid out for maintenance shifts, for union strike benefits, or to miners who got other jobs.  When the smelter closure was announced September 29, those 850 union workers in Anaconda and 550 in Great Falls became eligible for unemployment.  Dick Timmerman, President of 1st Bank Butte notes that  "The impact of the loss of wages from 1,200 people isn't nearly what it was when there were 3000 working from Anaconda."  He said that the rate of repossessions of cars because of nonpayment was lower in 1980 than in 1979; and the bank had filed no home mortgage default papers because of the strike.  The hardest issue to settle in the strike was that of productivity.  Under the new contract, crafts unions--boilermakers, ironworkers, sheetmetal workers, carpenters, and pipefitters, relinquished exclusive use of welding and cutting torches; now some unions can use torches for "incidental" jobs like cutting bolts.  Company announces that 20 operating engineers will lose their jobs, and as many as 100 will be laid off at the Weed Concentrator as former smelter workers use their bumping rights.  MS 11-22-1980.  Third longest copper strike since WWII.  Longest was 1967-68 (260) days; 2nd longest was 1958-59 (181 days).  This strike lasted 154 days.  MS 1-4-1981, P. 21

1980 

Anaconda Aluminum and Anaconda Industries (including metal fabricating) earned $150 M on sales of $1.57 B.  Since the merger with ARCO, these non-copper parts of Anaconda have brought ARCO more than $635 M in operating profits. 20/135

1980

Picket during Anaconda Smelter Closure holds sign that reads, "We need JOBS, not clean air."  12-28-1980 P. 13

1980

Russian Samovar Restaurant opens at Park and Main in the former Amalgamated Copper Company Restaurant on December 15; Town Talk Bakery closes its uptown store on December 24 but keeps other store at 611 East Front open. 12-28-1980, P. 24.  PA as arranged by Senator John Melcher to "stretch-out" compliance with air quality regulations.  The company announced December 15 it had signed a contract with a consortium of Japanese smelting firms to process copper concentrates from Butte mines in Japan.  (Rick Foote says that from early December through about the 16th or so, there are reams of articles about Melcher's attempts to save the smelter).  The firm's long-range outlook projects a $1 B smelter in the United States probably on a seaport.  MS 1-4-1981, P. 21.

1980

Anaconda had announced a 10% cut of 360 workers in Butte and Anaconda on January 17, 1980.  MS 1-4-1981, P. 21

1980

State of emergency called May 19 in Montana for ash from Montana St. Helens.  Butte schools reopen May 21.  MS 1-4-1981, P. 21

1980

Drug counselor Bob Butorovich turned tradition on its head June 4th by beating three veteran police officers in the Democratic primary election for Butte-Silver Bow sheriff.  No law enforcement experience.  His 6,201 votes beat Sheriff Larry Connors, 4,169.  Under Sheriff Joe Keller's 2,214 and Sergeant Maurice Mulcahy's 2,214.  Political observers speculate that the May 29 arrest on robbery and assault charges of Police Lieutenant Mickey Sullivan contributed to Butorovich's victory.  Sullivan was arrested in connection with a holdup at the Medicine Shoppe pharmacy, 1369 Harrison.  He allegedly held up the pharmacy at gunpoint and fired a shot at a passing motorist.  On May 31, Connors and then-County Attorney Gary Winston asked the FBI to investigate the Sheriff's Department.  Summer long probe, FBI turned over evidence to Butte Grand Jury in August; jury requested not to return indictments; FBI turned over its evidence to U.S. Attorney Bob O'Leary in October.  On November 4th, Butorovich beat Independent candidate Carol Reynolds by 9,000.  He takes office January 2nd.  O'Leary expects to have preliminary report on investigation in January 1981.  On December 4th, Sullivan was found dead near a country road northwest of Butte--ruled accidental shotgun wound to the chest.  MS 1-4-1981, P. 21

1980

Big Sky Airlines suspended service early in 1980.  In June, Western Airlines said it would halt its late night, early morning turnaround flight to Salt Lake City.  That left Butte with one westbound and one eastbound flight daily by Northwest Airlines and one southbound flight daily by Western.  Airport closed August 12, for runway repaving; supposedly only shut 10 days, but new asphalt didn't hold up when water seeped into it; didn't reopen until September 25th.  Mountain West Airlines launched two commuter flights daily in December, to provide service form Boise to Butte, Pocatello and Salt Lake City.  Cascade says it will start commuter service next summer.  MS 1-4-1981, P. 21.

1980

No murder in 1979, but seven in 19800.  MS 1-4-1981, P. 21, 22.

1980

Charges haven't been filed by the state in its two-year probe into the Denny Driscoll Boys Home in Butte and the Will and Daisy Brasier Boys Ranch near Whitehall, but the homes and their former director, the Rev. J.F. Finnegan, are suing the state for millions.  MS 1-4-1981, p. 22.

1981

Anaconda has exploration budget of $65 M, up from $49 M in 1980 and 10 times the amount Anaconda spent pre-ARCO.  Funds will be spent hunting for some 20 resources, from gold to tin.  Only 10% will be spent on copper exploration.  20/134

1981

March 11th, 91 jobs are terminated at the Berkeley Pit--72 hourly; 19 salaried.  Amount of ore handled by the Concentrator is reduced to 44,000 tons a day from 50,000 because of hardness of ore; this prompts a $500,000 study to see if the concentrator should be expanded.  As copper mines are being shut down across West, Anaconda continues to say that the Butte operation which is supplying almost all 440,000 metric tons of concentrate being shipped to Japan annually, is constantly under study on a day-to-day basis.  MS 1-3-1982, P. 14.

1981

June 15, Company announces they are abandoning the Kelley Mine and decreasing the local work force about 25%.  250 in Kelley will lose jobs; salaried staff will decrease by 75, and the hourly force in the Berkeley Pit and Weed Concentrator will be cut by 75.  (Total jobs lost, 400) That will allow savings of up to $15.6 M per year in wages and fringes.  The workforce has been cut to around 1250 from 1700 in 1980.  MS 1-3-1982, (recap).

1981

Anaconda cuts overall workforce to 1250 from 1700.  Laid off workers eligible for unemployment benefits and the company provided supplemental unemployment benefits and insurance coverage.  However, the state unemployment payments are running out.  Kelley opened in 1978.  All other underground mines in Butte were closed in 1975 with loss of 1500 jobs.  About  $10 M of the $30 M budgeted for experimental program which resulted in a moly processing cycle for the Weed Concentrator, a lime slaking facility to replace the one at the Anaconda Smelter and a concentrate drying facility in Anaconda in the first quarter of 1981.

1981

An experimental program to process more than a million tons of slag at the Anaconda Smelter is eliminated as Copper prices drop.  1-3-1982

1981

Montana Department of State Lands approves ACM application to mine the Hillcrest Dump.  MS 1-3-82.

1981

The Dumas Hotel, a whorehouse, is robbed.  The robbers are brought to trial and convicted, but Ruby Garrett, Butte's last madam, comes under investigation for income tax evasion.  She is convicted and starts serving a 6-month sentence in 1983.  116/105-6.

1981

Butte claims 168 state champions.  Two national champions, powerboat racer Jim Ramey and speed skater Liza Merrifield.  Ramey brought home the national sport J class title for the second year in a row and Merifield was Butte's second national women's senior outdoor champion, the first being Sylvia White 20 years age.  State titles included Butte High's wrestling, boys track and football championships, Butte Central's girls track and girls basketball crowns, the Butte Copper Kings Pioneer League baseball throne and Montana Tech's Frontier Conference, women's volley ball championship; also, lesser publicized conquests such as racquet ball, archery and 75 special Olympics triumphs.  Proclamation by state House of Representatives recognizes Butte as "The City of Champions" in the fall.  Butte tradition is for championship team to ride on fire truck.  Reflections/81,, P. 8, MS 1-3-82.

1981

Kelley Mine closure loses 400 jobs.  Company announced June 15th it would abandon its underground project.  This had been preceded by weeks of speculation and hints by Governor Tim Schwinden.  Lack of demand for copper, falling prices and increasing production costs were cited as the reasons for the shutdown.  BMU hardest hit by shutdown, which eliminated jobs for 170-200 of the union's 250 members.  Kelley lost 250 workers, salaried staff trimmed by 75, and hourly workforce in Berkeley Pit and Weed Concentrator cut by 75.  Then-general manager of Butte operations, Bill Thompson, said move would save the company up to $15.6 M a year in wages and fringe benefits.  MS 1-3-1982, Reflections/81, P. 14, 1981; December 28, Anaconda Copper Co. announces the layoff of 205 workers at BP, effective 1-3-1982.  This will reduce the Company's Butte work force to 1,045.  MS 1-3-192, Reflections/81, P. 14.

1981

Rev. Joseph F. Finnegan acquitted October 31 by a 12-menber jury in Butte district court of five counts of deviate sexual conduct.  Four other counts of felony mistreating prisoners at the Butte home were dismissed.  Suits filed by Finnegan and the home, which are seeking $25.3 M against the state, are pending.  MS 1-3-1982, Relections/81, P. 14.

1981

Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth Health Services Corporation agreed to $6.5 M purchase price in July for Silver Bow General Hospital and Nursing Home. MS 1-3-1982, Reflections/81, P. 14.

1981

With President Reagan's budget cuts, funding for NCAT and MHD in jeopardy.  Lower budgets cause job losses.  53 laid off in mid September at Montana States Energy, a cut of 30% in work force.  Multi Tech Inc. which had been providing tech support to MHD through contracts, laid off 16 of its 74 employees.  NCAT drops from around employees to 16.  Acting director Joe Sedlak hoped to rehire 20-25 of them by mid January with release of the appropriation's bill money.  ON October 2, board of directors decided to close the center's 10 regional offices and shelved all plans to continue distributing grants for community energy projects across the nation.  Board also fired NCAT's former director Ed Kepler, because his management style not conducive to keeping the appropriate technology movement alive in the Reagan era.  Meanwhile, at MHD, 5 years & $40 M of construction ended in the spring, and in April, the MHD electricity-producing generator was fired for the first time.  First test on 15-20 year testing schedule.  436 kilowatts of electricity was generated May 4th in a test that lasted more than two hours.  First step needed to begin proving that the process can generate electricity with perhaps twice the efficiency of conventional methods and with less pollution.  MS 1-3-1982, Reflections/81, P. 15.

1981

Plans for 90-foot statue of Virgin May on Saddle Rock on East Ridge unveiled by Our Lady of the Rockies Inc.  Non-profit corporation.  Joe Roberts spokesman.  Butte Artist John Mazzola commissioned to build statue; working on a 90-inch model.  Statue was originally the idea of Bob O'Bill who wanted to dedicate it to the Virgin Mary after his wife recovered from a serious illness.  O'Bill wanted a 5 foot statue. Road built with labor donated form local unions and loan of $250,000 worth of machinery from Anaconda Copper Company.  Project is exempt from public review.  Both planning staffs in Silver Bow and Jefferson counties have said they have no jurisdiction over the project.  Estimated construction costs, including in-kind services, is about $1 M.  Plans also include building a cable tramway up to the statue.  That would be a private venture, and would cost about $2M.  Rev. Edward Hislop questioned propriety of the project, which he said is in no way connected with the Catholic community or the Catholic diocese.  Questions use of donated labor or money for that when there is other need; also questions the environmental damage the road and blasting has done to the East Ridge.  "Although the statue is on private ground, it is clearly in a public place.  The East Ridge has always belonged to the people of Butte and that might be offensive to some and pose difficulties (to those who are not of the Christian faith), Hislop said.  MS 1-3-82, Reflections/81, Page 17.

1981

Six high-level government officials in Butte and Anaconda resign or retire, including Joe Wold, Butte-Silver Bow Budget director on September 11th, replaced by Gary Rowe; Ron Kenison, manager of Butte Civic Center on October 1st, replaced by Rick LeCoure, the Butte-Silver Bow Building Supervisor; John McCarthy, 65, Butte Fire Chief for 27 years, replaced by Jim Leary; Gale Allen, Butte-Silver Bow planning director, replaced by Larry Walrod. MS 1-3-82, Reflections/81, Page. 18.

1981

Proxy marriage of Alexey Semyonov, 24, stepson of Novel Prize Winning Russian physicist Andrei Sakharov, and Liza Alekesyeva, 25, takes place in Judge Arnold Olsen's court in Butte; attracts national attention.  Sakharovs began 17-day hunger strike to gain exit visa for Alekseyeva; wedding in Butte to bring national attention.  Alek was granted exit visa on December 13.  MS 1-3-82, Reflections/81, P. 18.

1982

January 3, cut of 205 at Berkeley Pit effective today.  That leaves a Butte workforce of 1045.  MS 1-3-82.  Beginning in 1981, ACM had laid off nearly 700 workers without cutting the 44,000 tons/day processed at the Weed Concentrator.  ACM estimated that it saves $40K annually in wages and fringes for each person it lays off. MS 1-1-82 (1-19-82 article also notes that nearly 1200 Steelworkers at Bunker Hill Co., Kellogg, Idaho, agreed to 25% wage cut and rollback of fringes to allow investors to reopen the mine.)

1982

ACM says that it cost $1.30/lb copper to mine Butte ore--this represents the first time the Company has ever announced its cost of production.  Copper sells at 72 to 74 cents/lb.  The company asks unions to agree to flexibility provisions in current labor contracts.  Bill Thompson, Vice President of Anaconda Copper Mining Operations said the company lost $65 M in Butte in 1981.  They also spent $35 M on plant improvement, for a total of $100 M spent in Butte in 1981.  No mention made of wage concessions.  MS 1-12-82.

1982

Anaconda Minerals fined $100,000 for price fixing.  MS 2-16-82.

1982

By end of February, concern that ARCO might close pit.  Don Peoples estimate that the 1000 jobs in the Pit sustain 2700 other jobs in Butte.  MS editorial stressed importance to begin talks between unions and company.  MS 2-26-82

1982

ARCO consolidates ARCO coal with ACM, means a loss of 200 jobs among its downtown Denver employees.  MS 4-3-82

1982

April 24: Company announces Berkeley Pit will close.  270 men or 25% of the Butte force will be laid off.  Also, the number of trucks will be cut to 8 from 20.  The company hopes this will cut their projected 1982 losses from 50 M to $26 M.  Frank Gardener also says that without work rule and jurisdiction changes form the unions, Anaconda won't go to ARCO to request the money necessary to improve the crusher.  The Berkeley Pit had been in operation since 1954 and yielded .5% copper rather than the 0.37% in the Continental Pit.  But the CP is more economical to mine. The Company also announces that it will shut off the pumps at the Kelley Mine.  They could pump 3-5,000 gallons per minute out of the underground to a storage facility north of the city. (That meant 180,000 to 300,000 gallons per hour; 6.32 to 7.20 M. gallons per day; 1.3 to 2.6 B. gallons per year).  The 2600 miles of underground tunnels will begin to fill.  The Berkeley Pit, now 2,200 feet deep, will eventually begin to fill.  MS 4-24-82. (Article goes on to discuss earlier report from Bureau of State Lands on problems of filling Pit; see page 1, hand written Enron notes).  Underground will flood within year; BP will fill over 20 years.  4-30-1982

1982

Pumping complex closed on April 22 as Company announced Berkeley Pit closure and layoff of 240 workers.  Mine flooding has average 5.5 feet per day; underground diggings are expected to fill in slightly more than a year.  Then the Berkeley will begin flooding with 77 B. gallons of water over 20 years.  The Company ha installed system of wells in the summit Valley, in the flats, to monitor ground water quality to determine mine water effects.  The company has given assurance that the flooding won't cause subsidence, collapse the pit or flood the city.  Peoples and some staff members at the Bureau of Mines at Montana Tech think Anaconda's monitoring isn't sufficient for id of early problems. Peoples said Lands Department has yet to evaluate the information and submit it to the local government.  Bureau of Mines said they are concerned about two areas in which Anaconda hasn't announced plans for monitoring.  Surface water and the effect of increased volume on Silver Bow Creek and waterways downstream; and whether the estimated 70-degree average temperature of water forming in the Berkeley will created a steam and fog problem during cold weather inversions.  While individual mines have been flooded in the past, the flooding of the entire complex is unprecedented.  Even Anaconda officials admit that no one knows what will happen.  Anaconda spokesmen say that past experience with flooded mines has shown that the rising water drives oxygen out of the mine, thus preserving timbers and mine workings from deterioration and collapse.  Although the mines are flooding, Anaconda doesn't consider the measure a permanent closure.  If Copper rises dramatically, the Company reasons, the mines and pit can be dewatered.  With that reasoning, company declined to provide increased supplemental unemployment to laid off workers.  Company and Unions negotiated the pit all summer without agreement.  A settlement would have been based on flexibility concessions by the unions.  The unions feared that conceding any job jurisdictions would further erode their position and lead to the end of some union locals.  The company said unions wouldn't be wiped out.  The unions and the company are looking to 1983 and industry-wide contract negotiations. 1-2-83, Reflections/81, P. 2.

1982

Domestic Copper producers lose $623 M in 1982.  22/37. 

Page 10 of 1982 of original chronology missing

1982

(This is a continuation from page 10 that is missing) 7,953 claims filed in Montana since.  Some claimants in Montana will receive up to 4 additional weeks.  12-29-1982.  Synopsis of art in unemployment clip file.  

6-day Teachers strike at beginning of school year.  Contract gave teacher 3% increase and seniority clause.  District had initially proposed a wage freeze in exchange for a promise that no schools would be closed and no one would be laid off during the year.  Union's initial offer was for a 15% increase.  Many sports fans feared the strike would cancel the Butte High Central football game, which brings in about $6,000 in ticket sales for each school.  Some Butte High students formed an anti-strike committee that claimed not to be taking sides, but pushed for resumption of negotiations.  Students picketed the homes of negotiators when no talks were being held.  Trustees still are negotiating with the operating engineers and the administrators.  1-2-1983, Reflections/81, P. 4.

1982

Sisters of Charity take over Silver Bow General Hospital in March.  1-2-83, Reflections/81, P. 4.

1982

On August 20, Anaconda smelter demolition awarded to Cleveland Wrecking Co. Company President William Fenning said that the expected result of the project was to be so complete as to leave "no physical memory of where the Anaconda smelter once stood."  Unemployment hovering around 20% in Anaconda, hope that hiring for the 3 1/2 year job would relieve some unemployment and buy some time for the community to get back on its feet.  Fenning predicted that in 1983 the crew on the smelter might number 300.  Impression that Anacondans would be given hiring preference.  But on October 13, project manager Jim Crane said hiring would be done through the International Under of Operating Engineers in Helena and the Construction Workers and Laborers Union in Butte.  Anacondans angry--felt that they would be left out of hiring picture or be only on equal footing with other people on the unions hiring lists.  Local officials angry that not approached by Cleveland to discuss hiring alternatives.  Lots of meetings; Crane, in final meeting, says Cleveland will stay with hiring decision.  Cleveland not used to working in depressed area; not used to Montana situation. Just before Christmas, about 31 people working on the hill; 29 live in Anaconda.  1-2-1983, Reflections/81, P. 4.

1982

Good sports year for Butte.  Butte High got Class AA boys' track championship, two in a row.  Butte Central girls 2nd consecutive Class A track crown. 3rd consecutive AA wrestling championship for Butte High.  Lots of other wins.  1-2-83, Reflections/81, P.5.

Northwest Plymerics Inc., which moved to Anaconda from Hamilton in 1981 with $1 loan from Anaconda Task Force, filed for bankruptcy February 28th; on August 24, two Michigan men bought the company to reorganize it with further $150,000 loan from task force.  Start up should begin in January 1983.  1-2-83, Reflection/81, P. 7.

1982

Golden Sunlight Mine holds promise of about 120 new jobs east of Whitehall when operations start up in early 1983.  Owned by Placer Amex, subsidiary of Placer Development Ltd. Of Vancouver, BC.  Planned 13-year, open pit operation, $88 M project approved 2 years ago.  Estimate ore reserve of 25 M tons, gold and some silver; estimate 70,000 ounce gold annually.  Construction progresses on gold mill, ore crushers and related mine buildings with most of the work completed.  Mine not a conventional open pit operation but ore will be removed from the side of a hill.  1-2-83, Reflections/81, P. 7

1982

Construction on $8 M Butte Vo-Tech Center in Industrial Park began in the fall.  Voters approved local bond issue of $4.2 to finance half of the building despite 4-month old copper strike, November 4, 1980.  Bill authorizes state Legislature to fund its 3.8 M portion approximately in final days of 1981 Legislature.  1-2-1983, Reflectons/81, P. 7.

1982

AZ copper companies shed more than 6,000 employees, decreasing the copper work force to an average of 15,200 workers.  Record employment total was in 1974: 27,894.  12-25-1983, P. 8.

1983

Through the third quarter, domestic copper producers have lost $258 M. 22/37

1983

By September, AZ copper employment down to 14,438 from 15,200 at end of 1982.  MS 12-25-1983, P. 8.

1983

With high debt equities (e.g. 65% at Asarco in 1982, 84% at Amax during the same year) mining companies try to get balance sheets back in shape.  Asarco, Newmont Mining, Phelps Dodge, and Noranda issue shares of debentures, worth a total of around $425 M.  24-74

1986

Chief Executive Don Peoples announced that Butte-Silver Bow expects to lose over $800,000 in taxes due to loss in valuation in fiscal 1986-87.  That includes valuation losses of $49,000 from the Port of Montana (already delinquent); $7.3 M from Anaconda Minerals; $158,765 from Safeway warehouse.  New valuations include $2.4 M in valuation on mining properties now owned by Montana Resources Inc.; $50,000 in valuation on the Kelley Mine machine shop, purchased by USA Investments; and other buildings and new construction $640,000 in new valuation.  "The Butte mines and concentrator will be taxed as new industry at a rate far lower than established industries are taxed."  The upshot is loss of $642,016 in tax revenues; Butte-Silver Bow also expects to lose $118,460 in federal revenue sharing, $16,200 in aid to the transit system; and $56,000 in rent from the local welfare office which plans to move out of the courthouse to new quarters.   Total loss:  $832,676.  "To make up for that in taxes would require a 21.44 mil increase; to make up for it in personnel cuts would require dropping 33 employees from the payroll.  The value of local property for tax purposes is expected to reach "an unheard of low" of about $39 M in 1986--as compared to $64 M in 1975.  MS  1-8-86. (Article in Taxes File)

1986

Mining resumes in Continental Pit by Montana Resources, owned by Dennis Washington.  MS 1-4-87

1986

Butte School District #1 makes $1.3 M mistake just before crucial third-try mil levy election in July; leads to shake up in administration and the board of trustees.  Administrators struck for more wages in January and in July, after a controversial mill levy was passed by voters, it was discovered the district officials withheld reserve fund figures from the public until after the third and final election.  Business Manager Tom Stetzner was fired in October and Superintendent Jeff Satterly announced his plans to retire in December.  Trustees Jerry Williams and Jack Lynch resigned in August to avoid possible nepotism problems and board chairman Bill Burke later resigned citing personal reasons.  (Burke also left post with Health Department).  MS 1-4-87.

1986

Anaconda Minerals settles for $14M unpaid state ore taxes dating back a decade.  The out-of court settlement for payments to the state of Montana, Butte-Silver Bow and Anaconda Deer Lodge allowed the Company to pay its tax debt in installments over seven years without interest and a possible $13.6 M in penalties.  Butte-Silver Bow will get the lions share--$12,245,000--with about 70% going to the school district.  MS 1-4-87.

1986

The EPA investigates mining-related pollution at the Anaconda smelter site (at Mill Creek, 14 families were offered temporary relocation in the summer while the EPA studied a long-term cleanup for the small community where earlier studies found elevated levels of arsenic in small children. 12 families began moving in July, while others, reluctant to leave their homes, hired a law firm to represent their interests.  In late December, the agency announced three possible cleanup options, with a final decision due in early 1987 after public comment); Walkerville (began investigating high mercury levels near a baseball field); the Clark Fork River (continued work on assessing damages and probable solutions for heavy meal pollution from Silver Bow Creek in Butte to Milltown near Missoula); the Montana Pole Plant (toxic dioxins); and the Colorado Tailings (reassessed its plans for cleaning them up).  MS 1-4-87

1986

Butte-Silver Bow Health Department chief Bill Burke resigns in April, after an $18,789 deficit was discovered.  The State Department of Commerce and justice department joined the local county attorney general investigation.  MS 1-4-87.

1986

Ground broken for proposed $10 M High Altitude Sports Center for training Olympic athletics.  By year's end, there were more than enough donations to complete the first phase--the speed skating tract--by the end of January.  A World Cup competition is planned for November 1987 and several international teams have expressed interest in training here before and during the 1988 Calgary Winter Olympics.  Also included at the sports center will be an indoor Olympic sized rink for year round training and competition in all ice sports, including hockey and figure skating, weight training equipment and sports medicine and team rooms. Former Olympic speed skater July Morstein Martz of Butte was appointed executive director of the U.S. High Altitude Sports Foundation.  MS 1-4-1987.

1986

Butte begins to recover after 11 year downsize tied to the collapse of copper mining.  Home building topped the $2 M mark in mid-summer, far ahead of previous years.  A key to the future growth in the community was the formation of the Economic Development Coordination Council by various sectors.  Among other economic development activities were the December opening of the Business Development Center or incubator, the transportation hub proposed at Silver Bow, growth from the Montana Power Co. and its subsidiaries with a new firm tackling hazardous waste disposal, hopes for a meat packing plant in Butte, growth through the medical community, particularly at St. James and its Regional Cancer Treatment Center.  MS 1-4-87.

1986

Interstate 15 is completed through Butte; Interstate 90 is resurfaced; hopes for local economic activity tied to transportation increase.  The 14 miles of Interstate 15 between Elk Park and Basin cost $37 M, about $2.6 M per mile and features 30 new bridges and overpasses.  At the peak of construction in the summer o f1985, nearly 400 people were working on the project and pumped about $20 M into the local economy.  MS 1-4-87.

1986

Voters approved non-partisan elections for Butte. MS 1-4-87

1986

Former New York Banker Lindsay Norman took over Montana Tech's presidency as the school came under budget fire.  MS 1-4-87

1986

Rivendell Corporation plans to build an $8 M youth psychiatric hospital here.  MS 1-4-87.

1986

Dave Silk of Butte established himself as top U.S. Olympic speed skating contender for 1988 by ranking fourth in World Cup standings and first among U.S. men.  MS 1-4-87.

1986

Les Yamamoto was named general manager of the Copper Kings baseball team for 1987 after Miles Wolff, publisher of Baseball America, purchased the dormant franchise.  MS 1-4-87.

1986

The Butte High wrestling team won it's seventh consecutive crown, providing the City of Champions with it's only state title.  MS 1-4-87. 

